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NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting atisfactory for remainder. 
Indices: [ j Negative j f See below 



Address of subject 


Character of case 

DGP-Arson Possible 


Complainant 


Complaint received 

7-12-73 0100 ai 

]—| Personal |~ y Telephonic Date___Titne.____ 


Complainant’s address and telephone number 


Race 

Sex 

Height 

Hair 

Build 


|—| Male 




Age 

j 1 Female 

Weight 

Eyes 

Complexion 


Facts of complaint 


Birth date and Birthplace 



| oiled this office and stated that the National Record 
Centers! was on fire and the entire 6th floor was ablaze and the 
local fire dept.’s was fighting the blaze, the local Pd requested 
FBI assistance in the fact that they suspect possible arson 


notified 

M 


ABAC 




SEARCHED.,.. 

IWWltfffl. A 


.INDEXES 

FlitD. .4 


(Agent) 
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F B I 

Date: 

SL PLAIN 

IMMEDIATE 7-12-73 VXJ 

TO DIRECTOR 

FROM ST LOUIS (52-NEW) 


I 

I 

l 

I 



-SRQSJ; UNSUB MAJOR FIRE NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORD CENTER-MILITARY, 
NPRC (NPRC-M), DGP- POSSIBLE ARSON, 00-SL 

12112:15 AM INSTANT DATE FIRE DISCOVERED BY FEDERAL PROTECTIVE 
SERVICE (FPS) ON TOP FLOOR OF CAPTIONED RECORD CENTER. WHICH CONTAIN 
30-TO 40 MILLION RECRRECORDS IN CUSTODIAN POSSESS ION ^GENERAL 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (GSA), WORLD WAR ONE, WORLD WAR TWO,POST WORLD 
WAR TWO AND ALL OF DISCHARGED AIR FORCE PERSONNEL . 

FIRE PRESENTLY BURNING OUT OF CONTROL ON SIX FLOOR , REMAINING 
BUILDING- SUFFERING EXTENSIVE SMOKE AND SCOSOME WATER DAMAGE. 

FBIS OFFICE LOCATED THIS SITE NOT THUS FAR EFFECTED BY ACTIVE 
FIRE DAMAGED BUT IS SUBJECT TO SMOKE DAMAGE. 


NO EMPLOYEES OTHER THAN CUSTODIANS WORKING AT LOAOCATION AOF 
END'^StTP ONE " ■ 
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I 

FBI I 

I 

__ D ate; I 

PAGE TWO 
gib'NEW 

I 

j 

j FIRE WHEN FIRE BROKE OUT. NO INJURIES REPORTED SO FAR At® NO IMMED- 

| • . 

IATE SUSPECTS SHOULD ARSON BE DETERMINED AS CAUSE. SCENE OF FIRE 

| CAN'T BE REACHED DUE TO SEVERITY OF FIRE, BUT ARSON IS SUSPECTED 
DUE TO LOCATION AND RAPID BREAK OUT AND RAPID SPREAD OF FIRE, 
i EIGHT FIRE TRUCKS AND FOUR SNORKELS REPRESENTING SIX ST LOUIS 
! COUNTIES COMMUNITIES FIRE DEPARTMENTS ON SCENE. 

j ' 

‘I 


BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISE OF DETAILS AS SITUATION Jgj 
DEVELOPES . 

END S 






NR 00 7 '.’'A PLAIN 


1057AM URG r NT 7/12/73 JXS 
TO ALL SACS 

FROM 0IRFCTOR IP 

MAJOR FIRE,.NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CFNTFR - MILITARY 
CHPRC-M), DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON. 
00: ST. LOUIS. 


AT 12M5 A.M. TODAY A MAJOR FIRE WAS DISCOVERED AT THE 
NPRC-M, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. EIPE CURRENTLY OUT OF CONTROL AND 
POSSIBILITY EXISTS ENTIRE CENTER MAY Re TOTAL LOSS, 

ALL OFFICES DISCONTINUE SENDING LEADS FOR CHECK OF RECORDS 
AT NPRC-M UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. ST. LOUIS ADVISE ALL OFFICES 
when RECORD CHECKS CAN 3 E RESUMED. 

END 

FBI SL RCG 


S3 

SEARCHED... 
Serialized. 

Alii 


1 9 1077 




UNSUBS; 

MAJOR FIRE - NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORDS CENTER-MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
7/12/73 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

00; ST. LOUIS _ 


At approximately 12:13 A.M., 7/12/73, a guard of 
the Federal Protection Service, assigned to captioned 
records center discovered a fire on the 6 th floor near 
the rear of that building. The guard was not in the 
building at the time. He immediately reported the fire 
to the duty desk sergeant and the two attempted to respond 
to the 6 th floor but were driven back by heavy smoke on 
the 4th floor. 

All surrounding fire departments immediately 
responded to the fire which continued out of control 
well into the morning. 

At approximately 12:00 Noon, 7/12/73, available 
reports indicated that the 6 th floor of the NPRC-M was 
completely destroyed and the 5th floor partially destroyed. 

There was extensive smoke and water damage to all other 
floors. 

Over 30 million military records, old and new, 
were stored in this building. 

Bomb and arson experts from the FBI Laboratory, 
Washington, D.C., are on the scene conducting appropriate 
investigation. 

Log sheets listing both employees and visitors 
to the building for 7/11/73 - 7/12/73, have been obtained 
and leads are being set out to locate and Interview identifiable 


MEMO FOR ALL AGENTS 
ST. LOUIS OFFICE 
7/12/73 
/Q- 52-4856 

fj£-22A . 

1 - I I b2 

TRPscE 
(95) 4 ^ 
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UNSUBS; 

MAJOR FIRE - NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORDS CENTER-MILITARY (NPRC-iC) , 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
7/12/73 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

OO: ST. LOUIS_ 


parsons listed on same. 

In addition to Agents assigned leads pursuant 
to this matter, all Agents are requested to immediately 
contact lav enforcement agencies, as well as logical 
informants and all positive information should be routed 
to St. Louis,file 52-4856. 




F B I 


Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


PLAIN TEXT 


Date: 7/12/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


NITEL 


(P riority) 


TO : DIRECTOR 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 


MAJOR.FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M). 

7//V73 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON, 00: ST, LOUIS, 


RE BU TEL CALL, 7/12/73. 

REVIEW OF ST. LOUIS FILES DISCLOSE FOLLOWING FIRES REPORTED 
TO ST. LOUIS FBI BETWEEN 7/1/72 TO PRESENT: 

8/8/72, 12:45 P.M., TRASH CAN IN MEN'S RESTROOM, SECOND FLOOR, 
FOUND BURNING. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED. 

8/8/72, 12:50 P.M., TRASH CAN IN MEN'S RESTROOM ON FIRST 
FLOOR FOUND ON FIRE. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED. 

8/23/72, 8:37 A.M., TRASH CAN IN LADIES RESTROOM ON FIFTH 
FLOOR FOUND ON FIRE. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED. 

11/8/72, 9:00 A.M., TRASH CAN IN LADIES RESTROOM ON FOURTH 
FLOOR FOUND BURNING. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED. 


ALL ABOVE INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN NPRC-M BUILDING. 


?S 

SEARCHED 

S ER1AUZED .. 

INDEXED 


IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT ABOVE INCIDENTS ARE ONLY ONES REPORTED 


& St. Louis 


Spec 





F B I 


Transmit the following in 

Via _ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 
(P riority) 


SL 52-4856 
PAGE TWO 

TO FBI AND OTHER MINOR INCIDENTS MAY HAVE OCCURRED WHICH WERE 

NOT REPORTED TO ST. LOUIS DIVISION. P 

END 






F B t 


Date: 7/12/73 


Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


PLAIN TEXT 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


URGENT 


TO : DIRECTOR AND KANSAS CITY 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 


(Priority) 


MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M). 

■7//*/7 3 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS. 

RE ST. LOUIS TELETYPE 7/12/73. 

BY WAY OF ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND, FIRE DISCOVERED BY FEDERAL 
PROTECTIVE GUARD WHO OBSERVED SMOKE ON 4TH FLOOR OF THE RECORD 
CENTER AT APPROXIMATELY 12:15 A.M., 7/12/73. THE OVERLAND, MO. 
FIRE DEPT. WAS CALLED AND RESPONDED SHORTLY THEREAFTER. THERE ARE 
8 TO 10 FIRE DEPARTMENTS AT THE SCENE ATTEMPTING TO CONTROL THE 
FIRE WHICH, AS OF 2 P.M., WAS NOT UNDER CONTROL. SO FAR, THERE 
HAVE BEEN 6 FIREMEN INJURED EITHER FROM SHATTERING WINDOWS OR FROM 
SMOKE INHALATION. 

THE RECORD CENTER IS 6 FLOORS WITH 200,000 SQUARE FEET ESTIMATI 
FOR EACH FLOOR, MAKING SPACE IN THE BUILDING APPROXIMATELY 
1,200,000 SQUARE FEET, THE 6TH FLOOR OF THE CENTER IS WHERE THE 
RECORDS OF WORLD WAR I, WORLD WAR II, POST WORLD WAR II, AND ALL 
DISCHARGED AIR FORCE PERSONNEL ARE LOCATED. THE FIRE IS STILL 


RAGING ON THIS FLOOR AND IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED BY FIRE DEPARTMENT 


St. Louis 




-<l) 

Approved: 


Spec\aPA§ent in Charge 



_ M p er , ■ ■'SEPIAMZED 

INDEXED _ 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE'. 19/1 — TSfe 

HUD tyi A* . 







F B I 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


SL 52-4856 
PAGE TWO 

PERSONNEL THAT THESE RECORDS WHICH NUMBER MORE THAN 30,000,000 
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. 

THE 5TH FLOOR CONTAINS NAVY, MARINE AND COAST GUARD RECORDS 
AND THUS FAR THE FIRE HAS NOT EXTENDED INTO THAT AREA, HOWEVER, 

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THERE IS APPROXIMATELY 3 AND ONE HALF FEET 
OF WATER COVERING THE 5TH FLOOR AND FIRE FIGHTERS ARE HOPEFUL 
THAT THIS WATER WILL HELP TO CONTAIN THE FIRE FROM SPREADING TO 
OTHER FLOORS. U. S. ARMY RESERVE RECORDS ARE MAINTAINED ON THE 
4TH FLOOR. THERE IS A SERIOUS QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE 5TH FLOOR 
WOULD HOLD THE WEIGHT OF THE WATER AND THE ROOF AND 6TH FLOOR 
SHOULD THE 6TH FLOOR AND ROOF GIVE WAY. 

DUE TO INTENSIVE HEAT AND SMOKE NO ONE HAS BEEN ABLE TO 
ENTER BUILDING TO GET VISUAL OBSERVATION OF INTERIOR. ALL 
ELECTRICAL POWER HAS BEEN DISCONNECTED. FBI SPACE LOCATED AT THE 
CENTER IS ON THE 2ND FLOOR ANDTHUS FAR HAS BEEN AFFECTED BY SMOKE 
ONLY. AGENTS AT SCENE UNDER PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF SAC AND ASAC 


COORDINATING IN OFFICE. 

FBI LABORATORY EXAMINERS 


, AND 


ARRIVED ST. LOUIS 8:30 A.M. BUT DUE TO EXISTING CONDITIOl 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


M Per 


C. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: IS7 1-413 — 135 






(Type in plaintext or code) 


~1 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


(Priority} 


SL 52-4856 
PAGE THREE 

HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONDUCT ANY WORK. EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION 
BEING CONDUCTED RELATIVE TO INTERVIEWING EMPLOYEES, GUARDS, 
VISITORS, ETC., DURING THE PERTINENT PERIOD. EVERY EFFORT WILL 
BE MADE TO DETERMINE IF FIRE STARTED AS RESULT OF CRIMINAL ACT, 
ESTABLISHING FEDERAL VIOLATION. 

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS. P 

END 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 -413-133 




Fire strikes Army faafi 


A general alarm fire swept 
the sixth floor of the Army 
Records Center, 9700 Page bl., 
Overhind, shortly after mid¬ 
night Thursday. It is the na- 
' Uon's major military records 
1 center. 

Fire companies from the 
Community Fire Protection 
District, Overland, WeWston, 
University City, Maryland 
Heights, Normandy and 
f Creye Coeur were still fight- 
f Ing the fire at 1:30 a.m. 
’WsweMban 50 windows were 


broken by heat and wafer 
from snorkel and aerial tur¬ 
rets of the different fire de¬ 
partments. > 

Onlookers onthe ground said 
they could see records "j>n 
shelves burning. ;* 

Intense heat kept firemen 
from entering the building. * 
At 1:40 a.m. firemen begfei 
making an Intense efforts to 
reach the fifth floor when it 
was reported a man was 
trapped there wtthm£^?pn. 
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Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


PLAIN TEXT 


Date: 7/13/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


NITEL 


(P riority) 


TO : DIRECTOR 


KANSAS CITY 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 


MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS. 

RE ST. LOUIS TEL TO BUREAU AND KANSAS CITY, 7/13/73. 

FIRE ON THE 6TH FLOOR OF THE RECORDS CENTER HAS BEEN 
EXTINGUISHED AND FIRE EQUIPMENT IN PROCESS OF BEING REMOVED FROM 
SCENE. PERSONNEL STILL UNABLE TO ENTER CRITICAL AREAS OF THE 
BUILDING DUE TO INTENSE HEAT. WHEN HEAT DISSIPATES AND DENSE 
SMOKE CLEARS, ENGINEERS WILL ENTER BUILDING TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
PERTINENT AREAS CONSIDERED SAFE FOR OTHER PERSONNEL TO ENTER 
AND MAKE AN ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGE DONE TO RECORDS. 

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. P 


V- St. Louis 
CJD:lhc 


(r$z- 
\ 


Approved: 


/r-CS'fp 


Sped aljmJqmMn Charge 


SERIALIZE; 
W'FXt'D 
l '»Ur> - 


ey -485i 


Sent Jl M Per 


*U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 
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F B ! 

Date: 7/14/73 


Transmit the following in 

TELETYPE 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


N I T E L 


(P riority) 


TO: DIRECTOR 

KANSAS CITY 

FROM; ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
7/12/73; DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON (00: ST, LOUIS) 

RE ST. LOUIS TEL, 7/13/73 

FIRE AT RECORD CENTER APPEARS TO BE UNDER CONTROL. FIRE¬ 
FIGHTERS INDICATE THERE ARE NO NOTICEABLE FLAMES, HOWEVER, HOT 
SPOTS REMAIN ON SIXTH FLOOR AND WATER IS STILL BEING APPLIED. 
INITIAL ESTIMATES AT THIS TIME LEND TOWARD TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF 
SIXTH FLOOR STRUCTURALLY, AND IT IS DOUBTFUL ANY RECORDS CONTAINED 
ON THE FLOOR HAVE SURVIVED. FIRE OFFICIALS AND BUILDING ENGINEERS 
EXPRESSED ADDITIONAL CONCERN OF POSSIBILITY THAT SIXTH FLOOR MAY 
COLLAPSE DUE TO DETERIORATION AND WEAKENING OF CONCRETE^COMPOUNTED 


/ 1 - ST. LOUIS 
^'MEDiprk 


5/' yW'T 


Approved 




Special Agent, in "Charge 


Sent 


~iOA 

*U.S.Governr 


SEARCHfcTJ 

?ER!A! ££• 
/ID£XE\.. 


per 


pm 


vernment Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 
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F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 



SL 52-4856 
PAGE TWO 

BY THE COLLAPSE OF THE ENTIRE CENTER PORTION OF THE ROOF ONTO THE 
SIXTH FLOOR* IF SIXTH FLOOR GIVES WAY, THIS COULD BRING SMOLDER¬ 
ING MATERIAL ONTO FIFTH FLOOR, CREATING ADDITIONAL FIRE HAZARD* 
THERE IS GENERAL OPTIMISM REGARDING ARCHIVES ON REMAINING 
FLOORS OF BUILDING WHERE RECORDS SUFFERED SOME WATER DAMAGE, THE 
EXTENT OF WHICH CANNOT YET BE DETERMINED. GEOLOGISTS AND BUILDING 
ENGINEERS REMAIN AT THE SCENE, BUT INDICATE THE BUILDING IS NOT 
SAFE TO ENTER YET TO DETERMINE EXTENT OF DAMAGE TO STRUCTURE AND 
ARCHIVES AND MAY BE SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE SUCH A SURVEY MAY BE MADE. 

CONTINUOUS LIAISON IS BEING MAINTAINED WITH FIRE OFFICIALS 
AND ENGINEERS, AND THE BUREAU WILL BE APPRAISED OF FURTHER DE¬ 
VELOPMENTS. END. 


M Per 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


*U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 





F B 1 

Date: 7/13/73 


Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


PLAIN TEXT 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


URGENT 


(Priority) 


_J__ 


TO : DIRECTOR 


KANSAS CITY 

FROM: ST, LOUIS (52-4856) 


MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS. 


RE ST, LOUIS TEL 7/12/73. 

FIRE CONTINUES ON 6TH FLOOR OF RECORDS CENTER BUILDING AND 
FIRE APPARATUS CONTINUES TO POUR WATER INTO BUILDING THROUGH 
WINDOWS AND ROOF WHICH HAS PARTIALLY CAVED IN. AFTER SEVERAL 
ATTEMPTS MADE BY FIRE FIGHTERS TO GET TO THE CENTER OF THE 6TH 
FLOOR TO CONCENTRATE FLOW OF WATER IN THAT PORTION WHERE FIRE 
IS MORE INTENSE, FIRE FIGHTERS WERE SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING ENTRY 
INTO CENTER OF 6TH FLOOR AND WERE DIRECTING FLOW OF WATER IN ALL 
DIRECTIONS FROM CENTER OF THE FLOOR. AFTER SHORT PERIOD OF TIME, 

FIRE FIGHTERS WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW FROM 6TH FLOOR AREA DUE TO 
DANGER OF COLLAPSE. FIRE CHIEF HAS EXPRESSED OPINION THAT AS 
BUILDING COOLS, A STRONG POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT ROOF PORTION OF 
THE BUILDING WILL COLLAPSE. IT APPEARS THAT PROBABLY SOME TIME 
DURING THIS COMING WEEKEND HEAT AND SMOKE WILL HAVE REDUCED TO „ //? 

St. Louis . ^ 


" 7 " W',I: 

>%?■ ,/: 4 >’ 


Approved: 


M Per 


•f> v: ” r vr 


Special Agefit in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE'. U) / 1 —413—133 
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Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) j 

_J_„ 


SL 52-4856 


PAGE TWO 


THE POINT WHERE ENGINEERING PERSONNEL WILL BE ABLE TO ENTER 
VARIOUS FLOORS IN THE BUILDING AND MAKE A DETERMINATION AS TO 
WHETHER OR NOT OTHER PERSONNEL CAN ENTER BUILDING AND ASSESS DAMAGE 


TO RECORDS UNDER SAFE CONDITIONS. 
FBI LABORATORY EXAMINERS F” 


, AND 



DEPARTED ST. LOUIS FOR RETURN TO WASHINGTON A. M. OF 


7/13/73. 


BUILDING ENGINEERS RELATE THAT THE CONCRETE WHICH MAKES UP 
THE FLOORING WILL CRYSTALLIZE UNDER PROLONGED HEAT AND WILL 


PROBABLY LOSE ITS 


STRENGTH AND THIS CONDITION HAS ALSO 


CAUSED GREAT CONCERN AS TO WHETHER THE FLOORS WILL CONTINUE TO 
HOLD OR WHETHER THEY WILL COLLAPSE. AS SOON AS ENTRY CAN BE 
MADE INTO BUILDING UNDER SAFE CONDITIONS, FBI SPACE AT THE RECORDS 
CENTER WILL BE ENTERED AND ALL CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO FBI 
RECORD CHECKS WILL BE RETRIEVED AS WELL AS ANY OTHER PROPERTY 
BELONGING TO THE BUREAU. THERE ARE NO MANUALS OR HIGHLY SENSITIVE 
MATERIAL IN THE OFFICE SPACE. BUILDING CONTINUES UNDER FULL SECURITY. 

ALTHOUGH NO ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN MADE FROM A VISUAL OBSERVATION 
OF THE INTERIOR DAMAGE TO RECORDS, IT WOULD APPEAR AT THIS POINT 


Special Agent in Charge 


_M Per _ 

*U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 
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Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


_J_ 


SL 52-4856 
PAGE THREE 

THAT THE CHECKING OF MILITARY RECORDS WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR 
A SUBSTANTIALLY LONG PERIOD OF TIME AND IT IS ALSO QUITE POSSIBLE 
THAT WE MAY NEVER BE ABLE TO CHECK MILITARY RECORDS IN THE FUTURE 
THE BUREAU WILL CONTINUE TO BE APPRISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. P 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


_M Per ---_ 

*U.5.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 



MR 01 SL PL AIM 


MITEL 7-15-73 3GH 
TO DIRECTOR ** 

■ KANSAS CITY 

FROM ST. LOUIS (52-4S56) P 


MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
7/12/73; DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON (GO: ST. LOUIS) 


RE SL TEL 7/14/73. 


FIRE MARSHAL 



VERLAND COMMUNITY EIRE PROTECTION 


DISTRICT, ADVISES 6TH FLOOR OF RECORD CENTER STILL EXTREMELY HOT 
WITH FIRE SMOLDERING IN AREA BENEATH COLLAPSED ROOF AND INSIDF METAL 

FILE CA3INETS. ONE FIREMAN OVERCOME BY SMOKE AND HEAT. DUE TO GRAVE 

b7i 

DOUBTS RE STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY OF ENTIRE BUILDING AND POSSIBILITY 
OF FURTHER COLLAPSE OF 6TH AND POSSIBLY 5TH FLOORs AS COOLING PRO¬ 
CEEDS, ONLY FIREFIGHTING PERSONNEL BEING PERMITTED TO ENTER BUILDING 
AND EXAMINATION OF FIRE SCENE NOT POSSIBLE. FIRE MARSHAL 
ADVISES SAFE ACCESS CANNOT BE GAINED PRIOR TO 12:00 NOON 7/16/73 AT 
WHICH TIME STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS HOPED TO BE COMPLETE. 

GSA OFFICIAL COORDINATING SALVAGE AND CLEANUP, ADVISED 
ON 7/15/13 THAT ENGINEERING TEAMS PRESENTLY EVALUATING STRUCTURAL 


ENTEGRITY HOWEVER NO CONCLUSION REACHED. 


ADVISED THAT BUILDING 


CORNERS, FROM STH FLOOR TO NEAR GROUND LEVEL, OUT OF PLUMB AND 

Structural integrity of balance of building in doubt, as safety, A 


E ONE 
















PAGE TWO 


SL (52-4856) 


PERMITS, 


PLANS TO REMOVE BUILDING CONTENTS FOR EITHER CLEANUP 


OR CONDEMNATION OF BUILDING, ADVISES THAT STEEL REINFORCIMG b 

RODS IN MAIN SUPPORTING COLUMNS ARE INTERCONNECTED AND EXTREME 
HEAT GENERATED ON 6TH FLOOR TRANSMITTED TO REMAINDER OF BUILDING. 

CONTINUING INVESTIGATION HAS DEVELOPED NO INDICATION OF ARSON. 
APPRAISAL OF CHIEF FIRE PERSONS EL, THAT- FIRE SMOLDERED SEVERAL HOURS 
PRIOR TO FULL BREAKOUT, NOT CONSISTENT WITH REPORT? 0 F CUSTODIAL AND 
PROTECTIVE PERSONNEL WHO CLAIM INSPECTION REVEALED NO FIRE ON 6TH 
FLOOR AREA ONE HOUR BEFORE FIRE DISCOVERED. 

ST. LOUIS CONTINUING LIASION WITH FIRE OFFICIALS AMD WILL ADVISE 
OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 























TO : ASAC date: 7-13-73 

FROM : 

- 1 SL 

subject: lnfo concerning the Fire at HPRC SO - ^ f S S ^ 

stated that it was he who turned in the alarm in the fire at 

- b 7 C 

NPRC and if we wished to talk to him, he can be reached at this no. 

before 2 pm at this time he will be leaving for work at Carter 
Carburetor Co., 2840 N. spring. I (resides at in 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


:Rf J I I 2 7- 70) 


Date ot tronscriphon 


7 / 13/73 


Missouri, telephone l I was advised of the 

identity of the injfc^^^SIngAgent and of the nature 

of the interview* _provided the following 

information: 

I Jartvised, that he is employed by Carter 

Carburetor as a l L 2840 North Spring, Overland, 

Missouri* He left wo rk on the night of July 11, 1973, 
at 12:07 AM* I l stated that he was proceeding north 

on Dielman and was approaching the railroad crossing 
when he spotted a fire on the top of the record 

center located at 4700 Page Avenue. I l stated that 

he estimated the time that he saw the fire to be 12:12 AM 
and he proceeded immediately to the securiijL-office of the 
record center and reported the same. | j advised 

that when he noticed t he fire the flames were from ten 
to 12 feet in height. I [ provided the attached 

diagram of the building with a notation as to where 
he saw the flames coming from. 


I _lad vised that he did not see any unusual 

or fast-moving vehicles on either nieiMnn or Page on the 
evening of July 11, 1973. I j further advised that 

from the intensity of the flames he felt that the fire 
had been started at least one-half hour previously. 


The following is a description of 


Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Social security 
account number: 



Interviewed on. 


7/13/73 


St. Louis, Missouri 


File # 


SA 


cw 





Dote dictated 


SL 52—4856 —/^ 
7/13/73 


This document contains nerthe 


r recommendations nor conclusions at the e BI. 


the property ol the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 








£L S'l-Wt 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of transcription 


7/13/73 


I-1-, . __I-1—Anartpent 

|_| Missouri, telephone number I_^Jvas 

advised of the identity of ths_Jji£fi££lewing Agent and 
the nature of the interview, I P rovided the 

fallowing information: 


I I stated that she is employed by the U.S. 

Army, Office of the Adjutant General, Public ations 
Building, located at 1655 Voodson Road, as a | | 

I I She work s the shi ft beginning at 11:15 PM and 

ending at 7:45 AM, I I did work on Vednesday night, 

or beginning on July 11 and ending on July 12, 1673, 


I _I advise d that she was in her office 

and received a call from I 

who works the evil lay shift and who had just departed 
the area, I 1 advised her that the record center 

building was on fire and that he was notifying security 
guards. 


[ 


accompanied by a co-worker, 


center building by automobile 



th 


A 



loticed any unusual vehicles, fast-moving vehicles 


or any other circumstance that would have caught their 
attention. She advised that since she did not work 
in the record center building that the people standing 
on the parking lot near the record center when she 
arrived all looked strange to her. 


is described as follows: 


b'7C 


] 


b’7C 


Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Social security 
account number: 
Automobile driven 
on night of July 
11, 1973: 


Caucasian 



1971 Uiflsgopil e 98, navy blue, 
registered to f" 


7/13/73 St, Louis, Missouri # SL 52-4856 -/<✓ 

_at_____File # _ 


by. 


sa| 


cw 




Dale dictated 


7/13/73 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F8L It is the property at the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


k; to; RF V 112 7 70) 


Dole of Ironsc r iption 


7/13/73 


I Ml—ouri. telephone 555— 1 I wae adviaed 

of the identity of the inte rviewing A gout and the nature 
of the interivev. | provided the following infer- 

aatien: 

I l ata tad that ha la a part-tiae or lo—r- 

tiae waployee af tha Matiaaal Hr—ill Ha eorda Cantar, 

GAA Reeerd Gantar , laaatad at 9 7QQ Ittnf Ha toagan 

—ployaent oa.Hay Ifi 1973 aa a | l and hla 

supervisor la|_| Hla job coaaiata af reviewing 

fllaa and attaching a laaal whan tha fila la ready to be 
c—pateri — d. 


I | atatad that ha werke tha evening abift 

which la fraa 4:00 p.a. to 12:30 •— m, —ul.be did : work 

on tha ewening of July 11, 1973 • I_|adviaed that hla 

work la aecoapliahed on tha aacoad floor of tha record 
canter building and that on tha evening of July 11, 1973, 
ha reaained on tha aacoad floor froa 4:05 p.a. through 
12:25 a .a. with tha ezeeptlon of one-half hour froa 
8:00 to 8:30 p.a• whan ha want ta the parking lot to hla 
oar to oat lunch. Ha advlead that ha aaw no unuaual 
people and noticed no unuaual activity oa tha evening of 
July 11, 1973 either while ha waa within tha record canter 
building or whan ha w— on the parking lot anting hia 
lunch. ] stated that tha evening aaaaad vary co—on 

to hia. - 

I 1 st a tad that ha heard no alar—, aaw no 

asoka or fire until ha waa leaving tha building at 
approzi—taly 12:25 p.a. At tbia tlae ha advieed that 
tha eeeond floor hall waa aaoky and that an elevator caaa 
down froa the top floora and it w— filled with —oka. 


ia deecrlbed — followa: 


Race: Caucaaian 

Sax: Mala _ 

Data of birth: | ~| 


b 7 1 


7/12/73 at* Louie, Mi—our i File # SL 52-9856 -/£ 


by 


SA 


r “ 


7/13/73 

Date dictated ____._ 


This document contains neither 


recommendations nor conclusions of the ^ B l. 


It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 




SL 52-4856 


Height: 

Height: 

Hair: 

Byes: 

Social Security 
If usher: 
Occupation: 


9*11" 

160 pounds 

Brown 

Blue 


_| b7C 

normally a student at the 
University of Missouri, 
Columbia to return in 
September, 1973 


2 




■L) 'Rtv. 11 2 7 70 


Inlei v i<swed o 


by 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/13/73 

Dale o J tronsr roption 


Missouri, telephone I I waa advised of the identity 

of the int erviewing Agent and of the nature of the 
interview. | [ provided the following information: 

t | advised that he is e mployed bv the 
ersonnel Records Center as a I He 

began employment on May 14, 1973* He Is a part-t ime or 

summer employee. His supervisor is I_ l and he 

is assi gned to the evening shift, 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM. 

|| ^stated that he did work on the night of July 11, 

j.y73, on the first floor of the records center building. 

At no time did he go to any other floors of this building 
and left the building at only one time, 8:00 to 8:30 PM 
for lunch, until 12:10 PM when he went to the second floor 
to obtain his workbox. 


I l advised that he noted nothing unusual 

and saw no new employees in or around the record center 
on the night of July 11, 1973. He advised that he was 
not aware of any left-wing or militant-type individuals 
employed by the record center. 

I la dvised that prior to leaving, at 

approximately 12:10 PM, he was accompanied by another 
clerk to the second floor of this building where he 
normally worked, to pink up his workbox and return it 
to the first floor. I l advised that when he was 

leaving the second floor the hall seemed smokpy and that 
an elevator which had come down from a floor above the 
second floor stopped on this flo or and whe n the doors 
opened it was filled with smoke. T l advised that he 

did not know that there was a fire until the time he was 
leaving the area at approximately 12:25 PM. 


The following is a description of 


Race: Caucasian 

Sex: Male 


7/13/73 


St. Louis, Missouri 


File # 


SL 52-4856 


SA 


cw 


Dole dictated_ 


7/13/73 




mntlusions ol !he c Bl. It is the piopeiiy of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 





SL 52-4856 


Date of birth: 
Height: 

Height: 

Hair: 

Eyes; 

Social security 
account number: 
Education: 

Automobile: 



2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/13/73 

Dvie o> tf an scr iplion ___ 


| | ‘Missouri* telephone number I I was * 

interviewed at hie residence and supplied the following 
Information: 


advised that he has been employed at 
the Military personnel Records Center located at 9700 Page 
Boulevard *'» 1 » f **n rears. His principal 

duties are as I ll I further advised that 

on the evening of July 11, 1973 he was workiaig a 4:00 P*M. 
to 12:30 A«M* shift* On that date ! I advised that 

he was working on the north side of the 6th floor damp 
sopping and buffi ng the fl oor s* Ac companying him were two 
young males named I l and ! I (last names unknown)* 

signet 


These two individuals were assigned to work with him and 
assist him in his duties as part of a program 

instituted at the Records Center* I I stated that 

aside from the two 15 minute breaks and the one-half hour 
lunch period taken during the course of the evening, he 
had.hftgn working on the 6th floor for the entire evening* 

|advised that at no time did the two yo ung men 
assigned to work with him ever leave his sight* | 
could not recall miything unusual transpiring during the 
course of the evening and that up until the time he had 
signed out at 12; 30 A.M., it had been just an average day* 
I I further advised that the only other people he 

observed on the north side of the 6th floor where be was 
working was a man named l I (last name unknown) whose 

job it was to walk through the building and inspect for 
irregularities such as fans left on that shouldn't have 
been on, lights on, etc* 


| |advlsed that at approximately 12:30 A*M* 

he was signing out on the 1st floor and was waiting for the 
guard to open the door so he could leave the building* At 
that time he was in the company of several other custodians, 

all of whom were unaware of any fire that might hays been__ 

going in the building at that time* At this time, |_| 

Stated, he was told by a supervisor to remain there for a 


b 


7/12/73 

Interviewed on ______ 


by 



St. Louis, Missouri A SL 52-4856 -77 

_ F <le # ______ ____ 


kmt 


7/13/73 

Dole dictated_ 


•' 'n ninms neither recommendations nor conclusions o> the FBI. l! is the property of I he FBI and is loaned to you/ agency; 






SL 52-4856 
PG:kmt 


while due to the report of a fire in the building and 

that his services night be needed in a suh « etna ant _ 

cleaning up operation. Shortly thereafter!j 
stated that he was told to leave the building ana go 
home and t hat there was nothing further he could do. 
j {stated that while driving out of the Records 

usnter C5*plex, he observed several fire engines speeding 
toward the Center and it was at that tine that he first 
realized the seriousness of the fire. 

S tated that he has no idea how the 
fire could have started nor could he suggest any particular 
person who night be responsible for starting such a fire. 


is described as follows: 


Race 

3ex 

Height 

Weight 

Date of Birth 

Hair 

Byes 

Social Security 
Account Number 


Negro 

Hale 

5 r 8" 

170 pounds 

I I 

Gray 

Brown 


b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN VESflG ATION 


Ji ly 13, 1973 

Dote o> tronsci iplion __ 


Missouri, telephone T H employee. 

Military Personnel Records Center (MPRC), 9700 Page 
Boulevard, Overland, Missouri, advised as follows 
concerning his knowledge of the fire that occurred at 
MPRC on July 12, 1973; 

| j advised that he is a auamer employee 

at the MPRC and his supervisor is| | He 

stated that he signed in for work 1 at 3; 4b P.M. on 
July 11, 1973, and signed out at 12:30 A.M, on July 12, 
1973 . 


;n x 1 


[ 


side of tne sixt 
11:30 P.M. as a mopper and buffer with[ 


advised th*t he worked on the north 
oor from approximately 4:15 P.M. to 


the hallway. 


J aid 


wno mops 


He stated that he and persons working with him 
left the sixth floor at 11:30 P.M. to put their equipment 
away on the first floor, 

^^^“1 b7C 

advised that when he signed out at 

12:30 A.M. he smelled smoke as he walked bv the elevato rs 
on the wav to t.he doq r. He advised t hat | ™ ”j 

I walked up to he and other men 
standing near the front door and asked them to stay to help 
find the fire and put it out. 


r 


nam 


l 


ladvi 


sed that he, 


and a man last 


]took an elevator to the fifth floor but there 


was too much smoke and they returned to the first floor and 
departed the building. 


He advised that he walked around the south 
side of the building where a fire truck had just arrived 
and he could see flames coming out of what he thought 
was a fifth floor window, which seemed to be centered around 
an electrical fan. 


Inter v iewed on. 


ff 


by. 


S 

_SA 


J/12/73 


pagedale, Missouri 


.File # 



JNC:pdp 


Date dictated 


SL 52-4856 


7/13/73 


This document contains neither < e*.ommendairons nor LuiK!».,,um o! ih« FBI. il is 
it and its. Contents are not to be drslnbuted outside youi agency. 


proper:), of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 







SL 52-4856 


| ladvised that ha does not know how 

the fire started ana has no knowledge of anyone who 
■ay do such a thing. He stated that when he left the 
sixth floor at 11:30 P,M. there was no gigs of a fire. 


The following is a description of 


Jfn«e 

Race 

Sex 

Date, place of birth 


Negro 

Male ___ bic 

| | Missoni 


Height 

Height 

Hair 

Byes 

Address 

Occupation 

Autoaobile 


145 

Black 

Brown 

7123 £1 Toro, Pagedale, 
Missouri 

Student, Noraandy High School 
1967 Chevrolet Ttp ala. blue. 
Missouri license! | 


2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN V E S T/G A 710 N 


7/13/7* 


|_ | waa latarrlavod at 

hia raaldaoeaT ■» a*# ad y load of tbo Totoryiawiag A(«i1«* 
idoatltioa aod ta* mature of tbo iarroatigatioa. 


I I advload bo la myUy»4 by OMA wttb tba 

Maiataoaaao Foroo. Mb gaaa to work »HMl 3t*B H book 
day at tba Mattoaal btMMM 1 liibii Ooatac (HIG) t 11* 
job c<HMl(ta of n*M lH tbo traob mm fm tba b^lldlug. 
1* worba o* all air floor*. 9* July 11, 1971, ba arkH 
hi* regular oobadulo aod at lltl# Aft, ba aaa aa tba flrat 


floor. 1* aas tboro with otbar aaplMn of tba Malat <aa—> 
Forco alga lag out at tba guard at at loo. Ba oat load tbat 
tba guard aaa aot proaoat. Boaaoao la tba crowd aald tbat 
tba guard bad goo* out *Id* to jja raatlgata a flro. A for 
■almutoa after lit30 AM ] l *n*arvloor lootnotod 

|__| aod four or fly# otbar — y l o ya o* to go 

up om tba olatatar a t o tba fift h floor aod try to got tba 
fir* oat. I [ bad I I took ooa of tba_luMM_o loom t ora 

to tba fifth floor. Vboa tbo door aaa aa aa od I I dao- 

crlbod tba aaoba aa bolag «o bad ttet you ooald barely aoo 
two foat la froat of your faoo. Tboy cloaod t bo iow af 
tba o lorator aod aaat boob ta tba ftrot floor. [ [ aod 

I I t ook a aaall frolgbt olarator boob up to tW flfib 
floor, but tbo aaobo was jtat aa bod tboro so It aoo vboa 
tboy tr avolod to tba fifth floor oo tba largo alorator. 

| la ta tod tbat ba woa oo tbo fifth floor at aporoxlafetely 

19;Uo PM aod tboro aoo oot otoo a aoo 11 of mb, | \ 

atatod bo bod oo lmforoatloo to lodloat* tbat «—**oo 
night bo roopooalbl* for aottl^; this flro. fta apooulatod 
tbat It aoo pooolbly aa acoido it oau aod by *parB* froo tbo 
olootrloal llooa aorriolog tba largo oobonat faoo loomtod 
at tba ooda of tba ballwaya of ooob floor. 


Tbo followlug doocrlptlro data warn obtaimed froa 

lotorylow; 



Box Itolo 

Bat* of birth I I at 

| li topp orl 


7/12/73 


8A 


Dalvaralty City, 




- BL- 5ft-dftM 


7/13/73 - 


b'7C 








Sh 52-4856 


Height 

Weight 

Hair 

tymm 

Military service 
Social Security 
Account Ntuiber 
Telephone nuaber 


5*6” 

175 pounds 
Short and grey 
Brown 

U. S«Aray, 1942-45 


b7 


2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote ot transcription 


July 13, 1973 


Missouri, telephone ! I Military 

Personnel Records Center (MPRC), 9700 page, Overland, 
Missouri, advised as follows concerning his knowledge 
of the fire that occurred on July 12, 1973, at MPRC: 


i ^dvised that he is a summer employee 
approximately 25 - 30 other y oung people 

under the supervision of p honetic) on—a-. 

special project for the Civil Service Commission. I _| 

advised that he checked in at 3:30 P*M f , July 11, 1973, 
and signed out at 12:30 A.M., July 12, 1973* 


I_jadvised that he works on the second floor 

and only leaves it to go to lunch on the fifth floor. 


| p dvised that at approximately 12:10 A # M. 

he left the first floor to return files that he had 
been working on and approximatel y 12:20 A.M. returned 
to the second floor to sign out. | j dvised on his 

return to the second floor he could smell tfmoke on the 
stairs. He stated that at 12:10 A.M. when he was on the 
stairway he did not smell smoke. 

I- 1 

_|advised that he does not know of anyone 

who would have started the fire at MPRC and has no knowledge 
as to how it was started. 


b7C 


The followbg is a description of 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date, place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Address 


White 

Mfllo _ 

I I Missouri 

5 f 6" 

130-140 


Bid wn 
Mum 


Missouri 


it 


er viewed oft 

SB 

SA 


JNC:pdp 



Dote dictated 


File #. 


SL 52-4856 


7/13/73 


b 7 C 


This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Occupation 

Automobile 


Student, Oklahoma University, 
Norman, Oklahoma 
1971 Rambler Ambassador. . 

Missouri licensel 


2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/13/7* 


Miatoari, UliPltii whir l [ mm adriaod of tbo 

identity of.tbo intorwlawlag Agtat aad Ua aatare *1 tbo 

Interview* | | pr ovided tbo filliviig in far— tloa: 

l atatod that fee ia a i«nr 
at tbo |H«rCOMit«r aad la nyliyii aa a 
da la a atad aa t at taa fclftrtlty tl Mlaaawri la Oolwabla, 
■ajarlag la daaiaaaa Idol alatratloa aad will bo a a a pb aoa r a 
wboa ha raturaa to aeb aal In l w ptfbar , 1173, 

I I iob eoaslata of oboa king fllao aad attaeblag 

a labol to havo tbo roao rda aoapwtoriaod. Mia aaparvlaor 
la l I worka oa tbo aaooad 1 loar of tbo 

r oaorda cob tor bwlldlag aad ba .worba tbo evealmg akidt, 

4:0d p.w. to 12s30 a.a, I_|advlaed that bo did work 

on Jwly 11, 1373. - 



l advlaad that bo ronalaod oa tbo aoooad floor b7C 
froa approximately 4:33 p.a. tbroagb 13:13 a.a. omaept for 
tbo poriod 8;00 p.a. to 3:3 3 a~a- wboa bo woat to tbo fifth 
floor aaaok bar for lwaeh, I l atatod that bo aaw no now 

oaployooa or any eaaplolewe looking p oo p lo aad thoro worn no 
uawawal oootzraaooo oa tbo nooning Jwly 11, 1373, 


I k dviaod that wboa bo wont to tbo fifth 

floor oa Jaly 11, 1373 at 3:33 p,a,, bo did not aaall aaobo 
and did not ooo any flro. da advleed that tbo flrat time 
bo know t h oro woo a flro woo approximately 13:33 a,a, wboa 
bo waa leaving tbo bwlldlag to go borne. 


la ioaorlbod aa followo: 


Aaoo; 

Sox: 

into of birth: 

Solgbti 
Volght: 
lair: 

Social Security #i 



7/13/73_ »t. ful,. I tomrl_ 31, U-4*l* \/V 




!e il :■'(.] led .. 


7/13/73 


1 hi f . j()!.•.. j irien‘ fonlyms neither r♦.*r"r BndV r '.--i 


••.i i’Bi. 1 1 is rh«.* Lif'jp^r'j ot fhtj FBI and is loanee to your agency,- 





SL 52-3856 


Father: 

Missouri 

Mother: _ 

Employment: National Personnel Records 

Center, GSA Record Center; 
5/14/73 through present 
(suner employment) 

Employee Identi¬ 
fication Number: 



2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF (N V ESTIG AFION 


7/13/73 


I I Ml—our 1. if contactad regarding the fire at 

the national Parsoon*1 Becords Cantar (IfIC), 9700 Ptg« 
Boulevard on July 12, 1973, 


|_]ad vised ha is employed at tha MPBC as a 

file dark on taaporary basis for tba summer oaly. Ha 
stated that during hia normal course of duty, ha works on 
tha first and second floor only, Ha stated that sometimes 

ha rides tha alarmtor to tha fifth floor to utiiiae the_ 

snack bar, but that he did not do that last night, I I 

stated that, in t*mt night, be only vent to tba first 

and second floor, | [ stated that ha arrived at work 

at 3;30 p»a,, July 11, 1973 and left work at approximately 
12:30 a.a,, July 12, 1973, 


I [ stated that ha did not notice anything 

unusual last night nor did be notice anything or any 
parson of a suspicious nature. 


nation: 


furnished tha following background infor 


b'7 


Social Security 
Number: 

NPRC Badge 
Number: 

Telephone Number: 
Baca: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Date of birth: 
■air: 

■yes: 


shite 

Hale 

6 * 

160 pounds 

i 3 

Brown 

Basel 


Observatio n of I | badge revealed that it 

WWW a rad badge, but| |did not know tba significance 
of the color. 


7/12/73 Elliaville, Missouri SL 52-4856 


SA 


rdla 


7/13/73 


.• *..f. <• ■ r-, m ; P*I .inn ■ * !■;> jne-J r-: 






SL 52-3856 


b' 


Jtdyised that if be obtains any information 


that -ighprhiTSui in solving thls ca.e he would 
immediately notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 


2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/13/73 

Do'e o* Uorsscr, __- - 


1 

_ 



1 Missouri, telephone number 1 

1 was 


advised of tbo nature of the. 
of tbo interviewing Agent* I 
information: L 


interview and of 
provided 


tbe identity 
tbe following 


] etated 


that ebe is a 




leap ley ee at 
ord ( 


the national Personas1 kecords Center, os* aeeord Center, 
located at 9700 Page Avenue* B&YAMT advlaed that she works 
the evening shift fros 4$00 p.m. through 12:30 a.a* and that 
she did work on July 11, 1973* 


stated that she is a [ 


leaployee 


assigned to tbe sixth floor, west end, of tbe building, 

She advised that she was on tbe fleer fros 4:00 through 
11:00 p.m. with $ hour (7:30 t o 8:00) for lunch. At 11:00 
p.a. on July 11, 1973. 1 l left the sixth floor and went 

to the second floor to join a friend of hers. 


[ 


^advised that she noticed nothing unusual 


on the evening of July 11, 1973 and to her knowledge, there 
were no unusual enployees in her area on that evening. She 
advised that there are noraally three custodial employees 
on the sixth floor on the evening shift. These ar e herself, 
j |(phonetic), and| I b< 

i^v 11. 1973. t h< 


on the night of ju 
which consisted of 
floor also,[ 


however, 
mopping orew 


the 


thorn was 

md one new employee on 


_ [ phonetic). who was assigned the 

job of mspplng all tbe corridors in the building. 


stated that she noticed no smoke and saw 


b7C 


no flames from the fire at any time.She advised she did not 
know there was a fire until approximately 12:25 a.m. when she 
left the building to go home for the evening. 

is described as follows: 


Baee; 

Sex: 

Bits of birth: 

Place of birth: 


Megro 
l1s_ 




jfisoouri 


tntei v i«wed on. 


7/13/73 


Mi., ourl 


SA 


'dl. 



a 


Dole dictated 


7/13/73 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions o 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 


f the PBI. i* is the property of the FBI arid ts loaned to your agency; 




SL 52-4856 


Height: 5 f 2 H 

Weight: 133 pounds 

Social Security 
Huaber: 

Kaployee Identifi¬ 
cation Huaber: 
feployaent: 

Center, GSA Record Center; 
6} years 



2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FD 30? iRF V.ll 27-70: 


Date of Iron sc'■iplion 


7/13/73 


| |was Interviewed 
at his residence, me was advised or tne interviewing Agents' 
identities and the nature of the investigation* 


I | stated he was enployed as a GSA Maintenance 

employee and has been at the National Pafonyi Reco rds 
Center (NPRC) since 1955. His supervisor is I I 

He stated his job is to clean all the stairs asd stairwells* 

On July 12, 1973, he arrived at work at the NPRC at approx¬ 
imately 3;10 PM* He did not actually start work until 
4:00 PM, He handles the work on all six floors and usually 
begins at the top and works his way to the bottom floor* 

He recalls finishing at approximately 11:30 PM, at which j 0 j C 

time he returned to the fifth floor, west end of the buildii^,. 
He usually checks this area two or three times in an evening 
since the maintenance force congregates here on their breaks 
because the food and drink machines are located here* At 
about 12:15 AM J [ returned to the first floor and checked 

in his equipment^ At 12:30 AM, he signed out on the sign-out 
sheet provided at the guard station* The guard was not 
present and a few minutes later he heard everyone talking 
about smoke on the fifth floor* Shortly after that it was 
learned that the re was a fire going on upstairs on the fifth 
or sixth floor* ||went outside and there he was able 
to observe flames at xne windows of the middle of the sixth 
floor* He stated he had no idea who may have set the fire 
if it is a case of arson* He has heard no one talk of 
attempting to destroy any of the records at the center* 


The following descriptive data was obtained from 
interview and observation: 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of 


birth 


Negro 

Male 


] 




| at 

loklahoma 


Height 

Weight 142 pounds 

Physical characteristics Short, greying hair, grey 

mustache and goatee 


~b 7 C 


Interviewed 01v” 

-7/12/73 

al__ 

L 

by SA 


fl£L 

This document 

contains neither recommendations 

i n or 


University Citv f Mo* 


Dole dictated. 


pn e * SL 52-4856 
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FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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Build 

Military service 
Auto 

Current Missouri license 
Telephone number 


Thin 

U. S, Army Engineers, 
World War II, 1943-45 
196S Chrysler 
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Dote of tron scr i pf ion 


7/13/73 


I ■ t elephone number 

_ _ I Military Personnel Records Center 

(MPRC), 9700 Page, Overland, Missouri, advised as follows 
concerning his knowledge of the fire that occurred July 
12, 1973, at MPRC: 


| [ advised that he is a summer employee on a 

special project for the Civil Service Administration and 
his duties are to check files for pr oper names and numbers 
on military discharge files, ||advised that he arrived 
on 3:45 PM July 1 1. 1973, and sight* out at 12:30 AM July 
12, 1973, I | advised that he works on the second floor 

of the MPRC, and that he only leaves the second floor at 
6:00 o'clock and 10:00 PM for breaks, and 8:00 PM for dinner. 
He stated that he sometimes goes to the fifth floor cafeteria 
to eat, but on July 11, 1973, he stayed on the second floor 
all night, , 


| |advised that he does not know of anyone who 

would have started this fire at MPRC and has no knowledge 
as to how it started. 


The following 


is a 


description o 



Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of birth 

Place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Social Security Number 
Education 
Automobile 

Missouri license plate 


TroTTe 

Male 


I Missouri 

5 'll** 

170 pounds 

Brown 

Blue 

I I 

Student, St, Louis University 

IflSQ paaflyn 
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SAI 
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Dote of tron script ion___ 


Missouri, tflipSoB? nmibtr I I wag Inter?lowed 

at his reiidtac* and supplied the following information: 

I I ban bean employed at tbe Military 

Personnel Records Center at 9700 Page Boulevard for 
approximately seve n years* I ' |advised that he is 

employed there as | | 

On July 11, 1973.1 Istatsd that ho wa g 

parforalng a 4|00 P.M. to 12|30 A.I. shift. I I 

further stated that for the entire tour of duty he was 
working am the 4th floor performing general cleaning duties* 
I I advised that during the course of the evening he 

noted no irregularities or anything unusual that had 
tranenired during the night* At approximately 13:30 A*M* 

I k dvised he vent to the 1st floor to sign out and 

at that time noticed oncoming fire engines* 

I | stated that he had no idea how the fire , 

could have startee nor any suggestion of anyone vhom he 
knows who could have been responsible for setting the fire 
at the Reeemds Center• 


is described as follows: 


Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Bair 

Ryes 

Date of Birth 
Social Security 
Account Number 


Negro 

Male 

5*7" 

170 pounds 
Black 

.BEfXHD_ 


Interviewed on. 


7/12/73 


St. Louis, Missouri 


File # . 
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q^s* 


kat 


7/13/73 
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Dote of ti onsCf ipHon_ 


1 




Missouri, teiepnone numoer| j 


vu inttrviiffta at his rtiidtsct and supprieu tue 
following infornatIon: 


|[dvised that ho has boon employed 
at tho Milllaij Wsusnel Roc or do C on tor locat od at 9700 
Pago Boulevard olnoo hay of 19 73, I J stated that 

hio principal dotloo woro ao a I I axfixing la bels 

on flloa on tho 2nd floor of tho complex* I I 

advlood that on July 11, 1973 ho was performing a 4:00 P,K« 
to 12:30 A*M* shift* To tho best of his recollection it 
was a normal tour of duty* lo noted no Irregularitlos nor 
anything unusual transpiring during tho course of tho 
evening* 


At approximately 12:30 A*h J In dvised 

that he signed out and at that time noticed oncoming fire 
engines but advised he assumed there was a small fire some¬ 
where In the area* I I stated that while driving out 

of the complex and looking "Back at the building, he did 
notice flames on the 6th floor* 


I I stated that he had no idea how the 

fire could have started nor could he think of anyone who 
could be responsible for startog ggsfc a fire at the Records 
Center• 


The following description of 


Iwas obtained: 


Race 

Sex 

Height 

Height 

Hair 

Ryes 

Date of Birth 
Social Security 
Account Humber 


White 

Male 

6 f 

150 pounds 

Black 

Brown 


Interviewed on. 


7/12/73 


Wabster Grovas, 




Doit 


by. 


Missouri 8L 52-4856 -^7 

_File #_ 
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_Dale dictated______ 
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Missouri, tilepbone n 
identity of-^hm—isterri 


interviev. 


3 


SSeT 

▼ievl 


jvss senses 


ox toe 

sg Agent snd tbs sstur# of tbs 


b'7 


providN tbs following information: 


ststs4 tbst bs is s[ 


Per s onnel Iscori 
Pftgs Arsons* 


Csotsr, 

is assigned 


to tbs 


] employee st 
jt Cen ter^ 


ths Nst ions 1 
locstsd 9700 

stsff and is assigned tbs tssfc of cleaning ssb trsys in tbs 
c orri dors of sll tbs floors of tbs rsssrd csstsr building* 
BOTKB ststsd tbst bs vss on sll floors st lssst oss tins 
in tbs evening of July 11, 1973* Ms sdvissd tbst bs vss 
on tbs sixth fllor st approximately 10:45 p*m» sod st this 
time bs notod no uoususl poopIs or occursness. Tbs only 
irsnn hs ssv vhsn b s vss on tb s sixth floor vss 
snothsr[ 



SOW PSASU Jb 1 

] employee* 


| | sdvlssd tbst bs did not sssll sny ssoks or 

sss sny flf* VBsn bs vss on tbs sixth floor ssd did not 
knov tbsrs vss s firs until spproxisstsly 12:35 s*m*, vhsn 
hs loft going boss* 


is dsscribsd ss follows: 


Bscs: 

Sox: 

Dots of birth: 
Height: 

Weight; 

Byes: 

Hair: 

Sosisl Security 
Number jv 

Bsployss Identi¬ 
fication Number: 


Caucasian 


[ 


6 f 

173 pounds 

Brovn 

Cray 
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Date of transcription 


7-16-73 


| Missouri I I a summer employee at Military 
Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page, Overland, Missouri, 
furnished the following information: 


]arrived for work on July 11, 1973 at 
She worked 


the 


approximately 4:00 P.M. She worked the entire day on 
second floor of the Military Records Center. Her only 
departure from the second floor area was at approximately 
8:00 P.M. when she took her lunch hour. At this time 
she went to the fifth floor of this building. She 
return ed to the second floo r at approxi mately 8:30 P.M 
| ]has been working as a 


the Records 

Center since May 14, 1973. |_[advised that she 

left the Records Center at approximately 12;30 A.M. 


J.raa 

1 at 


pould furnish no additional details regarding the 
this location and offered no suspects in this 


lire at 
matter. 


The following description of 
taken from observation and interview: 


was 


b7C 


Name 

Address I__ 

n I Missouri 


Telephone 
Social Security 
Number 
Hair 
Eyes 
Height 
Weight 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Government identifi¬ 
cation Number 
Position 
Supervisor 
Education 


Brown 
Grey 
5 f 10” 
JLAS _ 


] Missouri 


Vaipariso college, 
Valpariso, Indiana 
senior 


Interviewed on. 


7-13-73 


St, Charles, Missouri SL 52-4856 

- at -jr--—-- File * .. ■ - 


by 

SA 

SA 


MJl:ss 
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[ 


]Missouri, telephone number[ 


employee at the Military Personnel Records Center,9700 
Page, Overland, Missouri, furnished the following 
information regarding his activities on July 11, 1973: 




dvised he has been an employee at the 


Military Personnel Records Center for approximately eight 
years. He stated he would have his ei ght ye ar anniversary 
on August 18, 1973. On July 11, 1973, 1 j arrived at the 
Records Center at approximately 3:55 P.M. He sigxad into the 
Rec ords Center at 4*00 P.M. and immediately went to perform 
his| |duties on the first floor of this building. 

He remained on the first floor of the building until approximately 
7:30 P.M* when he proceeded to the Snack Bar on tie fifth 
floor of the Records Center. He returned from the Snack 
Bar at approximately 8:00 P.M. and resumed his duties 
on the first floor. During his coffee break at 9:45 P.M. 
he went to the sixth floor of the Records Cent er to 
-—“—prse with a fell am emplovep by the name of [* ™ j 

_[could not furnish l [ last name; howeve r, aavi sed 

porks on the skth floor of this building. 

Stated that there were approximately 15 peopl 

ig this time. In addition to 


b'7C 


1 


1 

pere al 


t 


on the 


at the Records Center and hii 
so on the sixth floor. He recTStlKSO inai 


] 


however, could not furnish the na mes of any other individuals 
on the sixth floor at this time. | |left the sixth floor 
at approximately 10;Q0 P.M. He again returned to the first 
floor and remained there u ntil he concluded his working 


ed t here u ] 

hours at 12:30 A.M. | | left through the east door of the 

building and initially heard abou t the fire in the building 


while he was waiting to sign out. 
suspects in this fire. 


could furnish no 


The following description ot 
observation and interview: 


has taken from 


Name 

Address 


.floor, [ 


J Missouri" 


first 
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Telephone number 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Hair 
Eyes 

Social Security 
Number 
Government 
Identification 
Number 
Education 


Employment 


Negro 
Male 
5* 5 " 

_L_2_8_ 


I Mississippi 

Black 

Brown 


Student, Forest Park 
Community College, 
first semester 
Custodial laborer for 
General Services Administration, 
at Military Personnel Records 
Center 
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[Missouri, xeiepneme number I I al I 


Pag«, Overland, Missouri, furnished the following 
information regarding hie aotivitiee on July 11, 1973: 

I ~~1 arrived at the Kilitary Personnel 

Records Center at approximately 3(30 P.M. a nd left th« 
Records Center at approximately lfj30 t # M. T I 

spent the entire day in Room 1030 on the first floor 1 
of the Records Center. His only departure from the 
Records Center mas for lunch at approximately 7 iM n m 
he returned to the Records Center at 3:00 P,M* 
adviedtf he left the Records Cente r and had luncr "sT 
Wi s hb o n e / SJ i ick^n- h* morirya vith[ 


T 


a|n* He worked 


«y ■ 

his foreman"Tsl 


ku per visor 






f 1 ftftr 




no suspects in this matter. 

j; 


"lould 


goring this 


land 
furnish 


b‘7C 


Center f< 


[ 


are the regular l 
the Records Center. 


has been an employee at the Records 

RPPrORlMRtWly s ix years . _ He advised that [ 

^phone^ 


S 


it 


piuyees on ine 


ZtC) 

sixth floor of 


mC 


Icould furnish no further information 


in this mhxter. 

The following description of 
from observation and interview: 


is taken 


Name [ 


Address [ 


Telephone 


Race 

White 

Sex 

■ale 

Height 

5*10'* 

Weight 

193 

■air 

Brown 


Missouri 


Interviewed on 


7-12-73 


St. Johns, Missouri 


.File # 
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Eyes 

Social Security 
Number 

Data of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Employment 


U. S. Government 
Identification 
Mu* bar 


Basal 


b7 


n 

V/ 


|_| General 

Service* Administration, 
Military Personnel Records 
Canter 
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Date: 7/16/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


URGENT 


(P riorily) 


TO : DIRECTOR 

FROM: ST* LOUIS (52-4856) 


MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
7/12/73 * DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON * 00: ST* LOUIS 


RE ST* LOUIS TEL 7/15/73. 

U* S. ARMY RESERVE CONTROL GROUP, WHICH OCCUPIES 3RD AND 
4TH FLOORS, NPRC-M, ADVISED INSTANT DATE OTHER ST, LOUIS SPACE 
HAS BEEN PROCURED IN WHICH TO CARRY OUT ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS 
AS OCCUPANCY OF RECORDS CENTER DOUBTFUL BEFORE A YEAR IF BUILDING 
IS NOT TOTALLY CONDEMNED* 

ENGINEERING COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
BUILDING CAN BE SAFELY ENTERED AND ULTIMATELY SALVAGED, CONSISTING 
OF FEDERAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS, AND OTHER ENGINEERING PERSONNEL 
INDICATES 6TH FLOOR CAN ONLY BE ENTERED WITH GREAT RISK. SAFETY 
OF BALANCE OF BUILDING QUESTIONABLE; HOWEVER, WATER DAMAGE OF 
RECORDS ON REMAINING FLOORS APPEARS MINIMAL. 

ENGINEERING SURVEY HAS BEEN COMPLETED; HOWEVER, INFORMATION 
BEING SUBMITTED TO COMPUTER FOR FINAL ANALYSIS AS TO SAFETY OF 


BUILDING, RESULTS TO BE RETURNED BY 7/18/73. 
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. Louis 


SEARCHED_ 
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” (Priority) 

SL 52-4856 
PAGE TWO 

IN VIEW OF ABOVE NO EXTENSIVE EXAMINATION OF 6TH FLOOR 
CONDUCTED* HOWEVER, PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS BY FIRE AND 
ENGINEERING PERSONNEL DESCRIBED SCENE OF COMPLETE DEVASTATION 
ON 6TH FLOOR WITH ENTIRE ROOF COLLAPSED. 

FBI SPACE INTACT AND SECURE WITH NO WATER DAMAGE TO DOCUMENTS 
BUT MUCH WATER IN SPACE. ENTRY OF BUILDING BELOW 6TH FLOOR FOR OTHER 
THAN EMERGENT REASONS NOT BEING PERMITTED PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF 
COMPUTER ANALYSIS. P 
END 






(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 




Of JEire 


\ i i n ^ 

Lai d To Security Design 


By ROBERT CHR1&535? 

Of the Post-Dispatch Staff 

The vault-like security con¬ 
struction of the Military Per¬ 
sonnel Records Center has 
turned out to 'be the major rea- 
s o n the “fireproof’ building 
blazed out o I control for nearly 
two days, the St. Louis County 
Fire Marshal said Saturday. 

iFire Marshal James E. Holds- 
nghaus said the Records Center 
■ fire "shows what fire people in 
the United States have been 
trying to get across about fires 
in high-rise buildings, (If the 
proper safeguards are not built 
into the building, the -firemen 
don’t have a chance. This is a 
beautiful example.” i 

The blaze, which was discov¬ 
ered early Thursday morning |i 
the center at 9700 Page AvemJ, 
Overland, “amounted’ to a 
dump fire six stores high,” he 
(said. “Such construction, with¬ 
out a d e q u a t e built-in safe¬ 
guards, expects too much of the 
fire suppression services. 

“There are e n o u g h things 
that could have been built in — 
smoke vents, heat vents in the 
building or roof, sprinklers, 
monitoring systems — to pre¬ 
vent this, or at least hold the 
fire in check until firemen ar¬ 
rive. In that type of building, if 
the firemen can’t get inside, 
there’s no way to control the 
-fire.” 

Holdinghaus pointed out that 
t h e Federal Government was 
not under state or local juris¬ 
diction, although the Gorern- 
ment usually complied with 
building and fire code require¬ 
ments. r 

“I hope the Federal Govern¬ 
ment is prepared to learn some¬ 
thing from this fire,” he said. 

The General Services Admin¬ 
istration manages the building 
and Is the custodial 

►kept at the center * 


» Abdut 20,000,000 military pet - 
t ^xjMLivtl 1 * records wereSroiiseO on 
the sixth floor of the building, 
where the fire was concentrated 
and eventually controlled. Some 
water damage is believed to 
have occurred to records on 
lower floors. 

The building's concrete roof, 
constructed to., allow future ex¬ 
pansion, held heat and smoke 
in the building, preventing fire- 
tffieft from entering the building 
until Friday morning. 

Although federal investigating 
teams are on hand to search 
for the cause of the blaze and 
assess damages from fire and 
Water, officials of the GSA pre¬ 
dicted it would be at least Tues¬ 
day before investigators could 
reach the top of the building. 

By that time, they believe, 
the building will have stabilized 
and the heat will be dissipatq^ 
Reports that the fire was the 
work of an arsonist also will be 
Investigated. 

I Although some federal agen¬ 
cies contend that the records 
stored on the sixth floor are 
irreplaceable, the Veterans Ad¬ 
ministration has said it had 
separate records. for the 
13,000,000 veterans and depend¬ 
ents how receiving benefits. 

The sixth floor housed rec- j 
ords of Army personnel Who 
served between World War I 
and the mid 1960s- and 30,000 
containers of files of Army Air | 
Forces personnel in World War j 
II. | 

Jeffrey Hillelson, regional ad- ; 
m-iflls^rator of GSA, said federal j 
officials , had not .been able to 
make a thorough evaluation df 
the damage to records on other 
Modus that was caused by 
smokd and water. 

“There is three to three and 
a half inches of water on the 
first and second floors and as 
much as five to eight and a half 
inrhp<u.on the fifth and 

sixth Hoofs,” he sal 


not in ^HjgiHgjyo 
assess -the damage to these rec¬ 
ords until the firemen get out 
of the building, which possibly 
could be Sunday,” Hillelson 
.said. 

I Microfilm, computer store, 
tape decks and personnel fi 
jpf employes who work at tto 
record center were removed 
tractor-trailer truck Thursday 
•and taken to other storage 
areas. 

The GSA has the power to 
lease private warehouses and 
request aid from other govern¬ 
ment installations to store any 
records it wants to move from 
the fire-damaged building. 

Hillelson said that, to 
knowledge, there was no 
, n i t e contingency plan at tl 
record center to move ope 
tions to other locations in tl 
event of major disasters such 
as the fire. 

“We Will be getting into that 
very soon,” he said. 

“We always have contingency 
plans which are prepared to 
meet several types of emergen¬ 
cy conditions but a disaster cf 
this sort could not be forseen,” 
Hillelson said. 

The regional administrator 
said Ghat Arthur Samson, na¬ 
tional director Of GSA, author¬ 
ized him to get the record cen¬ 
ter back into normal ft ni>rat ifli1 
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&JL22T . srp ossible. 

“As part of that order, I have 
appointed 1 an ad hoc committee 
to study all 1 facets of the fire 
and to make recommenda¬ 
tions,” Hilleflson said. 

Employes of the center have 
been placed on administrative 
feave with pay until they can 
return to work. 

Dee 'A. Patterson, acting re¬ 
gional commissioner of public 
buildings service for GSA, was 
appointed chairman of the com¬ 
mittee. 

Patterson, who was reached 
by t e 1 e p h o n e at his Kansas 
City, Kan. home, said he had 
flown to St., Louis Thursday to 
survey the fire and the damage. 

However, he said he did not 
obtain sufficient informatior 
that would indicate the specific 
areas his committee should in' 
vestigate first., 

Patterson said he will try tc 
convene the committee in St. 

! ouis on Monday or Tuesday to 
kin its work. 

Other members of the com¬ 
mittee include J. C. Spradley., 
irector of design and constru^ - 
tion division of GSA; Wende 1 
Sisk, chief of the GSA acquis - 
tion branch; Harold Lowe, sp< ^ 
cial assistant to Che regional ad¬ 
ministrator; and James L, 
Kealing, regiona'j counsel. 

Kenneth Bollard, comptroller 
of reserve component of the 
Army personnel and adminis- 
t r a t i o n center, and Forrest 
Weir of the office of federal 
records also were named to the 
committee. 

The center, costing $12,574,850- 
in the early 1950s, contains 
about 1,5100,000 square feet of 
space. It took about two years 
to build and was completed in 
1056. 

One of the building’s archi¬ 
tects, George E. Kassabaum, 
said Saturday he was at a loss 
to explain how the b u i l d i 
evir caught fire or managed 
buln for several days. 

iTo me, i t’s inconceivabl 
that this could happen-,” s 
Kassabaum, one of the mem¬ 
bers of Hellmuth Qbata & Kas¬ 
sabaum architectural firm. 

“I don’t know what the filing 
practices or housekeeping prac¬ 
tices are now, but when the 
building was constructed, all 
material was to be filed in steel 
filing cabinets. We designed the 
building so that one standard 
filing cabinet could be placet 
atop another. If that’s the waj 
they were doing things, wha 
was available to burn?” 

. Kassabaum said he suggests* 
the use of a sprinkfer systen 
"Throughest the buildii^S^ui^ 
ever, the suggestion urns vetoerl 


by the Army Corps’ of Engi¬ 
neers, which was in charge of 
the construction, and the Army, 
which was to use the facility. 

. “We toured several other 
such storage installations 
around the country,” Kassa¬ 
baum said, “and none of them 
had sprinkler systems. Our 
clients (the Corps and the 
Army) said water was their 
worst enemy, because it packed 
paper together and made ink 
-run. Thdy said water damage 
was much more severe than 
any fire could be. We proposed 
the sprinklers as an- automatic 


assumption, becauiAAiu biuTd- 
ing was to be used for paper 
storage.” 

Kassabaum said that no elec 
tronic surveillance system wa; 
built into the building either 
because such sophisticated d< 
tection systems were not availa 
ble in those days. He said- th> 
building was designed to b 
guarded through constant per 
sonal surveillance. 

When- told of suggestion; 
made by Hoidinghaus to ven 
tile fire through the roof V> 
ike the concrete roof im»< 
accessible, Kassabaum said tli 



[design specifications didn’t 
! for anything like that. 

[ “The idea was to h ave a 3f - 


ire building. The Army didn t 
[ant a building that someon l . 
">uld get on the roof and cho > 


hSes to get inside. That rorf 
hid to be built to withstand act 
dijional stories if the govern! 
ment ever wanted to expand.” * 


a"nu uvrrtand when it was 
structed. 

“But fire codes primarily are 
concerned with protecting lives. 
Thus, there aren’t too many 
codes even today that -require 
something to protect the con¬ 
tents of a building,” he said. 

Although 10 St. Louis County 
fire departments and a St. 
Louis company were pressed 
into service to fight the blaze, 
University CityFHeChief 
James Harvey said the county 
municipalities involved still 
were well protected. 

“I believe we could have 
handled other fire situations in 
the county through our recipro¬ 
cal aid agreements with other 
departments that w e <r e n’t in¬ 
volved in the Record Center 
Ire,” he said. “The county, 
jllectively, has more fire ap- 
iratus than the city.” 

Olivette Fire Chief Jose p.h 
Fitzmaurice, who sent one pum¬ 
per to the fire scene, said the 
city’s other fire apparatus re¬ 
sponded to alarms in Olivette 
and Crev-e Coeur d u r i -n g the 
Overland crisis, 

Fitzmaurice said the fire 
posed no special problems for 
fire fighters, “it was j-ust one of 
those dogs that was hard to get 
to.” 

The General Services Admin- 
■ istration, which took over own¬ 
ership of the building in 1960, 
had scheduled the installation 
!of a complete sprinkler system 
m the building beginning July 
1975.. 

The first floor and part of the 
second floors already have 
sprinkler systems, the GSA 
said. 

The GS^, i s “cautiously opti- 


I Kassabaum said the buildin] 
omplied with the building ant 
re codes in St. Louis Count) 


-- uumage Ul 

the b uilding. 

'nc of the reasons is that 
the intense heat from the fire 
helped keep the fifth floor drier 
than we anticipated. Also, all 
the water has been draining 
through stairwells, heating 
ducts, and elevator shafts, and 
did not flood the main flooring 
as badly as we thought. 

“Most filing c a b i n e t s are 
raised a short distance off the 
floor, which may also help sub¬ 
stantially in reducing damage,” 
the GSA spokesman in Wash¬ 
ington said. 

On the fifth floor are Navy 
and Marine personnel records 
dating from 1885. The fourth 
floor contains records of Army 
reservists both active and inart 
t iv e, and two big compute! 
valued at $1,200,000 to handlfl 
payrolls and to locate recordf) 
elsewhere in the building. u 

The third floor is used- by the 
Army also for employe stations 
and administration. 

Army records from I960 to 
the present; Navy and Marine 
records from 1963 to the pre¬ 
sent, and Air Force records 
from 1964 to the present are 
housed on the second floor. The 
first floor is for processing and ’ 
administration. ' 

The Records Center was once 
called the nation’s biggest filing 1 
cabinet. The building is 728 
feet long by 282 feet wide, and 1 
contains 1,349,148 square feet of 1 
floor space including the base- 1 
ment. A cafeteria in an adjoin- I 
ing one-story building accom- 
m o d a t e s 800 persons at one 1 
time. j 

There are seven acres of 
glass windows. 

The Records Center 

Veterans "knd other authorized 
persons and agencies with veri¬ 
fication of military service for 
Social Security benefits, for¬ 
wards of original records to the 
Veterans Administration for ad¬ 
judication of claims, handles re-, 
quests for replacement of dis-j 
charge certificates, provides in-l 
formation for p e n s i o n s, ar 
checks on decorations an<j 
awards that are du e forme 
servicemen. 
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Dote of tronsc r ipfion___ 


| [ Missouri, was contacxeq at ms 

residence. After being informed of the identities of 
the interviewing Agents and the reason for the interview, 
he provided the following information: 




■t 


iployee of the General Services 
frying diKtha rged fro. the Army 
I in the pile 


He has been an 
Administration (061) sine* 

in lift* He is currently_ 

i tinn Force and his immediate supervisor is 

In his capacity as supervisor he has a group 
which contains nine file clerks, these file clerks 
normally work on the 2nd floor file area of the Records 
Center. |[dvised that the nine file clerks 
he has under nim are students who are part-time Summer 
hires* He advised that most of these people are very 
conscientious and good workers, and he is em*** thmt thav 
would not have anything to do with arson* I 


advised that on the evening in question none 61 ms 
employees ventured above the 2nd floor with the exception 
of the lunch break, at which time several went to the b/c 

vending machines for lunch on the fifth floor* 


I l advised that at approximately 

12$1# A*M* he brought his group from the 2nd floor to the 
1st floor via the East freight elevator* During this time 
he was not aware of any smoke in the elevator shafts* 

At approximately 12:25 A*M* he and his group were released 
from work and upon entering the hallway, he smelled what 
appeared to be smoke* He then ventured to the East freight 
elevator and saw smoke in the elevator shaft* At this time 
he went to the 3rd floor in an attempt to locate the fire 
but had to return to the 2nd floor because of the large 
amounts of smoke in the hallway* 


|__|advlsed that there is a small 

number of Individuals who work dm the night shift, and he 
knows nest of them by face only* He advised that on the 
evening In question he did not see anyone who did not belong 


7/12/73 St. Louis, Missouri 
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in the area and observed nothing which coaid be construed 

as being suspicious* _ I advised that he has 

not heard of anyone being dissatisfied or make any threats 
to destroy Government property* 


He advised that wiring in the building, basically 
wAring> to the window fans, should be checked because he is 
aware that on numerous floors wires leading to these fans 
or the fans themselves are faulty* 


He advised that to his knowledge the only 
individuals who have the ability to rove the entire Records 
Center area are the custodians* 

When questioned further| (advised that 

after returning to the 2nd floor ana exiting tnrough the 
West door, he observed an Individual whom he had never seen 
before standing outside on the steps* He failed to observe b 
an identification badge on this individual* He described 
the individual^** follows! 


Race 

Sex 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

*Hair 

Complexion 

Clothing 


White 


Male 

Early 30s 

Approximately 5 f 10” 

160 pounds 

Black 

Fair 

Yellow shirt and dark tie 


After observing the individual! then 

went to the South side of the building wlifa l | to 

observe the fire and the above individual was not observed 
at any other time during the evening* 


2 
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Dole ol tronsee>piioo_ 


| ■ t «■ pnntaptari at Me 

residence at I I Missouri* 

He was advised of the identities of the interviewing 
Agents and the reason for the interview, after which he 
provided the following information: 


He has been employed by the General Services 
Administration (GSA) for approximately 32 years and is 
currently assigned to the Military Person*^— 


T 




er 


at 9700 Page Boulevard* He is currently _ 

for a group identified as the Pile Perfection Task Force* 
He currently has one assistant, two supervisors, and four 
control clerks who are permanent Civil Service employees* 
The group also has 17 college stmtSmts who are hired only 


for the Summer months* [ 


Jadvised that the normal 


working hours for his grouped* from 4:00 P*M* to tftSI A«M• 


with 15*' breaks at 6:00 P.M* and 10:00 P-M f The s wo o n h as 
a lunch break from 8:00 P*M* to 8:30 P # M* I 
advised that his Task Force group works mainly on the 1st 
floor and 2nd floor area of the Rec or di Center * On the 
night in question no one from his group worked above the 
2nd floor* The only exception to this would be during the 
lunch break people under his control might go to the 5th 


floor canteen area to obtain lunch* 


b7C 


I [ advised that normally at approximately 

12:10 A*M« the Individuals in his Thsk Force who are on the 
2nd floor return to the 1st floor via the freight elevator 
at the East end of the Records Center* Upon the employees' 
return, they clean up and then ride the escalator to the 2nd 
floor where they sign out at the Vest door* 

I l advised that none of his employees 

complained;*about smoke in the elevator upon their return 
to the 1st f loor at 12:10 A*M* At approximately 12:27 A*M• 

| Released his employees to sign out* Upon 

entering The hallway next to the freight elevator he smelled 
what appeared to be smoke* Upon investigating, he observed 
that the elevator shaft contained smoke* At this point he 
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yelled to a guard that ther e was a fire somewhere Id the 
building, I land a | |then rode the 

freight elevator to the 3rd rioor xn an attempt to locate 
the fire. Upon arriving at the 3rd floor he observed 
that the hallway was completely filled with smoke and 
they could not venture any further. 


I | advised that to his knowledge there 

have been numerous 'disciplinary problems with individuals 
who are on the janitorial staff at the Records Center, 

He advised that these individuals have access to every 
room in the Center, 
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I I Missouri, telephone[ 


identity 
interview, 
nation: 


] was advised of the 


intargiawing Agent and the nature of the 


provided the following infor- 


| [ stated that she is employed by 

the U,S. Anv. or l ice of the Adjutant General as a 
I I She works in the Publications 

Center located at 1655 Woodson Road* I I advised 

that she works from 11:15 PM through 7:45 AM and that 
she did work on the night of July 11 through 12, 1973* b7C 


i [advised 


ope rator who works the 


that she 
beard about the 
second shift 




and a co-worker, 
tXSm * computer 
She 




and^* (proceeded to the record center buil ding by 

autono piie and parked on the east parking lot. | 

I I stated that when she saw the fire it appeared to 

her to be in three locations on the sixth floor* She 
advised that on their way to the record center from 
their office building there were no unusual vehicles 
noticed and neither noticed any ^unusual occurrences. 
She advised that she is not familiar with very many 
people working at the record center* 


bis described as follows: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Social security 
account number: 
Automobile: 


Negro 

Female 

, =i 

Illinois 


i i 

1963 Plymouth Valiant, red 
convertible with whit e too. 
1973 Missouri license 


inter viewed on. 


7/13/73 


University City, Mo. 


.File # . 
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home at 

the following information: 


Iwas interviewed at his 
Missouri and furnished 


advised that he is a 


the National Personnel Records Center - Military and 


at 


worked the 4 P.M. to 12 P.M. shift on July 11, 1973. 

I I stated that on the night of July 11. 1973, 

5 


15 to 20 minutes after midnight| 
a guard at the Records Ce nter. 
on the 5th or 6th floor. | 


instructed to stay at the Records Center until 3 A.M. 


told him there was a 
Jstated that he was 


ire 


stated that on the night of July 11, 
following people worked the 4 P.M. to 12 P.M. 


1973, the 

shift on the 6th floor at the Records Center: 


b7C 


(last name unknown), a student aid 


Another student aid, name unknown, also worked that shift. 

I l advised that the following individuals worked 

on the 5th floor on the night of July 11, 1973: 


stated that there possibly was another person 
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working on the 5th floor that night but if so he could 
not recall who it was. 


| I stated that of the above mentioned people 

he does not suspect any of them of setting a fire at the 
Records Center. 

I I stated that on the night of July 11, 1973 

he was on the 5th or 6th floor at approximately 10:30 P.M. 
and at that time did not smell any smoke, see any strangers 
or anything unusual. 
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Missouri, was interviewed and furnished the following 
information: 

advised that lie is a I I at the 

National Personnel Records Center - Military, St. Louis, 
and worked the 4 P-M. to 12 P.M* shift on the nignt of 
July 11, 1973. I p dvised that he only worked on the 

third floor on that date and never went to the 5th or 
6th floors during: his shift. 


| |stated that he knew of no one that might set 

a fire in the building; however, would no tify t he 
FBI immediately if he learned of anyone. | l advised that 

he had worked at the Record Center for 25 years. 


I l is a black male, age 56, height S’S'*, 
weight 140 pounds. 


lote rv iewed 


by 


7-12-75 _ at St 


SA 

SA 


. Louis, Missouri 
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scf iption_ 
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I_|was contacted at his residence, 

5932A Ridge Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri and provided 
the following information: 

He is employed as a | | by the General 

Services Administration and works at the Military Record 
Center on Page Avenue in Overland, Missouri, He reported 
to work at approximately 3;45 p.m. on July 11, 1973 and 
was assigned to his usual position of cleaning the bath¬ 
rooms on the fifth floor. During the time that he 
started and the time that he was forced to leave his area 
he spent all but 15 minutes on the fifth floor. He 
said that besides him on thf> fifth floor he knew of two 
other individuals J~ I who usually cleans nn the 

east end of the fifth floor and a man named!Iwho 
cleans on the west end of the fifth floor. ' ' 

During the evening he was unaware of any 
unusual activities nor did he hav e the occasion to visit 
the sixth floor of the building. | [ added, however, 
that a snack bar is located on the fifth floor and that 
this area is visited by many people during the course of 
the day and evening. 


I | added that he has been employed with the 
government since 1942 and has worked at the Record Center 
since it opened. He could not identify any one individual 
or group of individuals who he might feel would be responsi 
ble for the fire at the Record Center. 


| |also stated that he was born on| 

and that he is 5* 6" and weighs 140 pounds with macK TTaTr 
and brown eyes and that he is a Negro male. 


)nierviewed or>_ 


7/12/73 


by- 


SA 


□t St. Louis, Missouri 

j fa 


si 
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I I nin nnnt ac ted at his residence, 

_ _ Missouri, telephone 

numberand provided tne lollowing information: 


He is employed by the Univac Corporation which 
is a Division of Sperry Rand and that the main office 
is located at 4100 Lindell in St. Louis. He added that 
Univac*s largest installation is located at the Military 
Record Center in Overland, Missouri. He stated because 
of this, he uses this area as a starting point because 
most of his work involves the computer at the Record 
Center. I | added, however, that he is also on call 

during his working hours to report to other businesses 
if problems occur with their computers. 

On Wednesday, July 11, 1973, he reported to 
work at the Military Record Center at approximately b/C 

3:45 p.m. At 5:00 p.m., he left the building in order 
to go to another business that was experiencing trouble 
with their computer installation and he did not return 
to the Record Center. He stated the Univac Computer is 
located on the fourth floor and that he and his associates 
have nothing to do with the actual business operations of 
the government but are only there to maintain services and 
repair the computer. He stated that the computer operators 
are employed by the government and that he has no close 
working relationship with them and, therefore, does not 
know any of them. 

| I stated that since he has worked at the 

Military Record Center, he has never heard of any 
individual or of any groups who would attempt to sabotage 
the operation of the Record Center or who may have been 
responsible for any fires at the Record Center in the past. 


The following is a description of 


Name | 

Race White 


Interviewed on. 
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by. 


SM 


St. Louis County, Missouri SL 52-4856 -$0 

at___rile #_ 

7/16/73 


:vls 


Dole dictated. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F8I. It is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency; 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 






SL 52-4856 


Sex 

Date of 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 


Male _ 

Birth I I 

5 f 11” 

160 

Black 

Blue 
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_ 

jwas contacted at nis reside 
Illinois, telephone number[ 

1 

It was noted at the becrinnincr of the 


view that from! 


inter- 


L 


]was 


stated that he has been emp loyed at the 
Military Record Center for six years as a I I and 

that he reported to work on July 12, 1973 

at 3:30 p.m. His usual work^M are from 4;00 p.m. 

to 12:30 a.m. and he is to clean the 

office in Section 5180 North**SS®RBfthe fifth floor. 

He spent the whole evening on tlM fifth floor and at 
approximately 12:12 a.m., he saw smoke in the area 
around the east freight elevator bellowing from the 
sixth floor. He went to the escalator and looked up 
and saw smoke on the sixth floor. At tha t same time 
a fellow custodial worker,| |who was 

assigned to the f ourth floor also app eared and saw t he 
smoke. He,| | immediately notified| | 

of the Federal protection Service of the smoke that he 
saw. Prior to that time he did not notice nor smell 
any smoke in his area. He added that the only time he 
left the fifth floor was at approximately 7:30 to 8:00 p, 
when he went to the maintenance room on the first floor. 


b'7C 


m. 


He stated besides himself, he knew of three 
other indiv iduals w ork ing on the fi fth floor, 


| duals y 


a man named l l an dT 

at approximately 4:30 | 
floor for a short while. 


He 

came 


also stated that 
to the fourth 


He state d, however, th at approximately at 
11:30 p.m., he saw I I on the east s tairway 

of the fifth floor. He _tLLd not see which way | | 

went but he thin ks that I I was going to the fourth 


floor to see his 1 
stated that he had l^ arH thn Tl 
for Famous Barr and 


1 


TT a rl f nrmpr 


He also 


Infe r 


s d o r. _ 


7/16/73 _ 
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He stated that he also heard that | 
had swept the file area of the sixth floor sometime 
during the evenig of July 12, 1973. 


|_|stated that when he first reported for 

work on Wednesday, he noticed a large pile on the fifth 
floor which contained a mop, dust, dirt and loose papers 
and several cigarette butts nearby. He stated that this 
was located in the maifc file section of the fifth floor 
towards the back. 


idded that he was aware of previous fires 
and that he heard about the one in the custodial closet 
on the fifth floor last week. He stated that only 
members o± the custodial staff have the keys to these 
closets. He also stated that his custodial closet had 
been broken into once but nothing was missing. 


|_Jstated that since he has worked there 

he has actually made notes of what he felt were faulty 
electric switches and wires on the fifth floor and 
that last year rewiring was done on the fifth floor 
because of an extensive amount of short circuits. He 
stated that on Wednesday evening he found eight lights 
out and all of them had bad wires. 


b7C 


He also stated that about two to three years 
ago there had been a fire in a t rash barrel on the sixth 


floor but had been discovered by 
extinguished the blaze. 


who had 


| [ stated although he could not thick of 
anyone who individually may have been responsible for 
the fire on July 12, 1973 or any previous fires* He 
felt that the security in the building was poor and people 
could be found anywhere in the building including the 
sixth floor even though they had no business in that part 
of the building. 


|_jwas asked if he had seen or had heard 

about two youths being on the roof of the Record Center 
on either Tuesday or Wednesday evening and he stated that 
as far as he knew there was no way to get to the top of 
the building from inside. 
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The following is a description of 


Name 

Bace 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Social Security 
Account Number 


White 

Hale 

I i 

b' y M 
200 
Black 

Brown_ 


b'7 
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iMe 


by. 


[ 


following information: 


was contacted at his residence, 
I Missouri and provided the 


He is employed as a f 
Record Center in Overland, Missouri, 
hours are from 4:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.ra. I 


3 at the Military 
g imlm i working 
Istated, 


however, that he did not work on Wednesday ana that he 
had lmtit been at the Record Center at 12;30 a.m. on 
Wednesday morning, July 11, 1973. | ^ Btated that 

Wednesday night he and his wife along with a f<=>nnw 
worker at the Reco rd Center. I I and 

I I went | frm n ny uise on the Admiral 


the Mississippi River, 
annual leave for Wednesday nig 


I ui 

?! 


on 


tated that he was on 


I 


1 


who are [ 


individuals are as follows: 


tated that he knows three individuals 
Jand work on the sixth floor. These 


the last 




b7C 


and a man with 


He has never heard any of these three 
individuals complain abouJ^-ttifl—Record Center nor make 
threats against it* | [ also stated that when 

ork hp has been driving a school boy by 


any 
he goes 


to 

of 


the name 
for the summer as a 
last n»me but that 


who is emp loyed at the Reco 
He dQflg ..not know 


Ee 
that he 


in 


lives 
does not know 


E 


d Center 


Missour: 

any of the custodial 
the 


i 

_stated 

employees at the Record Center who could have set 
fire and he thinks they are all nice people to work 
with. | | also stated that he was aware of the previous 

fires only because of special precautions that were made 
after they had occurred. 


stated that he is only working at the 


Record Center for a little while and has only worked 
there since October as he is attending school at the 


iewed or, 


7/16/73 _ 


Klnloch, Missouri 
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University of Missouri at St* Louis in order to attain 
a Business Administration Degree in Hospital Administration. 
He added that he presently has a degree in Music* 


The following is 

a description of 


Name 

1 _ 


Race 

Negro 

Sex 

Male 

Date of Birth 

i 


Height 

5 f 5" 

Weight 

200 

Hair 

Black 

Eyes 

Brown 


Social Security 
Account Number 
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_I _ _ [ was contacted at | | 

|Illinois and provided the following 

miormaxion: 

He has been employed at the Military Record 
Center in Overland, Missouri, since May 15, 1973. 

He is only employed there for the summer 
as he is a full-time college student attending the 
University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana. This 
is the first year h e has worked at the Record Center. 

He is employed as a | | and he works from 4:00 p.m. 

to 12;30 a.m. performing these duties. He stated that 
most of the time his work keeps him on the second floor 
although he has the chance in the performance of his 
duties to also work on the first floor. He stated that he 
has never been to the sixth floor of the building. , ^ 

He also stated that although he usually eafc on the 
fifth floor, he thinks that on Wednesday night he and 
a couple of friends went out to eat at a Burger King 
Restaurant located nearby. 


|_| added that he was unaware of any 

unusual activities iD the building until approximately 
12;25 a.m. when he went up to the second floor from the 
first floor and saw smoke and some firemen. At that 
time he realized there was a fire in the building and 
since his employment terminated at 12:30 a.m., he signed 
out and left. He and several friends then went outside 
and sat on the grass and watched the fire. He stated 
that he observed the fire to be located on the sixth 
floor on the backside of the building approximately 
in the middle of the building. 


|_|stated that he was not aware that there 

had been previous fires in the building nor did he know 
of anyone who might be responsible for previous fires or 
the fire that occurred on July 12, 1973. 



F ile # 
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SL 52-4856 


The following is a description of 
obtained through interview: 


Name 


Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Social Security 
Account Number 


White 
Ma i ft 


b' 7" 
150 
Brown 
Brown 


2 




FD 302 (RFv 1 i -2 7-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of transcription 


7/17/73 


of Sperry Rand Corporation. I 1 

Missouri and provided the following information: 


He is employed as a Univac| | by 

Sperry Rand and that his duties occasionally take him 
to the Military Record Center in Overland, Missouri. 

He stated that he was there on Wednesday at approximately 
1:00 p,m. and stayed there for approximately ten minutes. 
His purpose at that time was to pick up a piece of test 
equipment in order that he might test the equipment at 
another computer installation. 


I_I stated that he works various 

shifts but does not spend all of his time at the 
Record Center. He does not associate with the Government 
employees at the Record Center and has no knowledge of 
their activities nor could he provide any possible 
identity to anyone who might have been responsible 
for the fire at the Record Center. 


The following 


is a 


description o 



Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Byes 

Social Security 
Account Number 
Address 

Telephone 


White 

Male 

I -b 

6 1 1 " 

150 

Blond 



b' 


Interviewed on. 


7/13/73 


ol 


St. Louia, Missouri 


File #, 


SL 52-4856 


4 ^ 


by. 


SA 


:vls 


.Dote dictated. 


7/16/73 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency; 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/17/73 


Missouri, tslmphonm number ] I employe# 

at the Military Personnel Records Center (MPRC), 9700 Page 
Boulevard, Over land, Missouri) was advised of the identities 
of the interviewing Agents and that he was being re-interviewed 
concerning his knowledge of the fire that occurred at MPRC on 
July 12, 1973* 

"Ladv_jmad fo e la a S umar employee at 

MPRC and [ [He stated that he 

signed in lor worn ax jjeo f*M* on July 11, 1973 and signed 
out at 12;30 A*M. on July 12, 1973* 

I He stated that after checking in, he went to I I 

_ office and received his assignnent for the day* He 

stated that from 4j00 to 4|30 P*M* he emptied trash cans on 
the first floor* H e advised th at at 4:30 P.M* he received 
his assignnent from) |to nop and buff the 6th floor 

at the Hast end on the Berth side of the building* 


| ladvised that he worked in a large room 

which was ten feet to the right of the passenger elevator 
on the lefthand side of the hallway* He stated this roon 
Is a large room filled with desks and five snail offices for 
secretaries or supervisors* 

^thg^_^jjjjorked with^ | 

land a nan who picas up papers 
ana trasn on tne otn floor*. 1 


scheduled 
with 
in 


He advised that from 5:45 to 6:00 P.M* 
and we 


e duled b rea k and wen t 

h I and| 

the snack Bar . From 


he took a 

to the Snack Bar on the 5t h floor 
He advised that he also saw| 

From 7:30 to 8:00 P.M. is a scheauxea 


e snack Bar * 

break for dinner and all persons working with hin went to 
the 1st floor maintenanc e room to eat* Pron 9:45 to 10:00 P*M«, 
another s cheduled br eak.I went to the SnstfcBar on the 5th 

floor and||and| stayed in the rmmm in which 

they were working during this break* He advised that \ 
came back at approximately 10:00 P.M* 


.nici vitwB'j ,Ti 


y?i 


Paged*le, Missouri 


K.mt 




Si, 

7/10/ / ii 


ji- I. 





I 


ll it •• • 









SL 52-4856 
JNC:kmt 


He states that I l and ! l and he left the 

job at separate tines between 6 and 7:00 P.M. to get a 
drink of water and use the bathroom. He states that the 
longest any of then were away from each other during this 
period of tine was approximately three minutes. 



returned to the 1st floor to work* 


•<-hQ f 


if he 
advised 


l empibyeej came zo x ne 6 
knew the wfa eyeabouts of a[ 


and 


!h f] 

Loor and asMd | 


LI:00 P.U. 




He 


that] 


came 


He 




the whereabouts 
did not remember 
He 


the name of the person 


told them he did not know his whereabouts. 

states that at approximately 11soo P -U-- l~ 1 
e 6th floor looking for thel f r 

Inquired about a nd h a ■ ■irmd| I it be k 

of this worker. I 


also stated that 
^Icame 


to the 6th floo; 
nu no 'overheard her say to 


a Negro female with 


. 


at 11*00 P # M. to talk to 


• at li t 

i « 

s i©male 


| lt he 

advised that 
was looking 
irst nam ^ of 


orker 

new 

he 

for. 


] 


It's 11:00 P.M." He states 


that shortly thereafter this iemale departed the 6th floor. 


E stated that he noticed while working on 

oor that the electric clocks in the rooms he worked 
in were not running. He states that he does not remember at 
what time these clocks had stopped or if they were plugged 
in but remembers that they did not have the correct time. 


b7C 


2 









SL 52-4856 
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_advised that he and hla fellow workers 

stopped working and left the 6th floor at 11:30 P.M* and 
all departed the 6th floor on the passenger elevator to 
return to the 1st floor to clean their equipment and put 
it awiy* Aftsr.cleaning the equipment at 11:45 P.M* he 

an q _ Iwent to another f intjnanrft office on the 

1st floor and I 1| and a Negro 


male with the last name of [ 


itenance 

I -— - 

Juntii 12 :15 A *M*, at 


which ti»# they left to go to the Sast end of the building 
on the 1st floor to sign out* He stated that on the way 

to sign ont th*»v M tnnnwH In > «»<n t*Mnro r»rvr>«i hv t\\* mi cm — 

out desk | 

12:25 A.lfc—irrTTTTTl ' 

room and signed out. 


ne ana 




eit me Maintenance 


2 


b7C 


tuu CUI 


IOU LOU UU IUXM. 


that an the way to the maintenance 
at 12;20 A.U* he snelled 
stated he also snelled 


room 
smokd 

smoke at 12:30 A*M. as he passed the passenger elevator after he 
signed out* 


He states that he and a group of men were waiting on 
the 1st floor for the guard to return so that they could be 
let out of the bi\ild1nvr whan I I rams ito. to them and 

_|to stay because 


ulj- 1 n 

stated he wanted I 
there was a fire on the 5th floor and it needed to be located 
and nut out* He states ±h a ± _ h 


stayed 


tnd wanted to hel 
with him because! 


t 


Le stayed because he wor ked with 
If 1 nd the fire and that_ 


H 


3 


advised that he, 
id not know got 


on tne ireignt eievator 


another man who he 
at the West end of the building and went to the 5th floor. 


3 
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He states that when the door opened on the 5th floor 
all they could see was smoke and no flames* They 
Immediately closed the e leva tor, rinnr and returned to 
the 1st floor* He stated that ! l and the other man 

got out of the elevator and walked towards the.rinnr at . 

the East end of the building * He advised that|_| 

and he saw a I I going up the escalator stairs, 

which were not running, so they decided to follow him to 
see if he needed a ny help * He states that between the 3rd 
and 4th floors the | [ turned around and asked them who 

they were and what they were doing o n the es calator stairs* 

| (stated that he advised thethat they worked 

in the buildi ng and wanted to help hid II he needed help* 
is stated the| (told them to go back downstairs and get 

put of the building* He states that they returned to the 
2nd floor and exited from the main entrance to the building* 


stated that on the way out he met firemen 


coming in and he told them that the 5th floor was full of_ 

aMoicft He states that after leaving the building he saw l 
I Is ten ding in a kind of a das# lookin g up at the bui ldin g* 

| Istated that he tried to talk to| | but [ 1 


||acted as though he did not hear his questions and 
remained speechless, just looking up at the building* 


He advised that he could not nan any flames on the 
West side of the building so he and| walked around to 

the South side of the building at lz:ou a.m. and saw flames 
coming out of a 6th floor window* He states that also on 
the South side of the building was the man who picks up 
trash on the 6th floor watching the fire on the 6th floor* 

He stated that he talked to him concerning the fire* Also 
on the South side of the building was one fire truck* 


4 
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He advised that at 1:30 A*M* he and I I 

left the south side of the building and returned to the 
Vest side when the nan standing with then stated that he b?c 
was going to move his car from one parking lot to another* 

He state ** that nn rnfiimi Dg to the Vest side of the building, 
he told| land the men talking with then that 

they couia see tne rlanes coming out of the building on the 
South side and all these men returned with him at 1:35 A*M« 
to the South side of the building to look at the flanes 
coning out of the 6th floor windows* 

He stated that at 2:20 A- if» it loo ked as though 
the fire was under control* He and I I wmnt to the 

Vest end #f the building, got into their car and started 
to depart for hone* He stated that at this tine he was 
stopped by a Federal security guard and asked who he was 
and why he was in the area* He advised that he told the 
guard he was an enployee in the building and had been 
watching the fire fron outside the building* He stated 
that the guard took his name and let hin depart for hone* 

I | stated that he has never been on the 

roof of HflRC and does not have any knowledge of anyone 
going to the roof or being on the roof the day before the 
fire or the day of the fire* He also advised that he does 
not know of anyone who may have wanted to start this fire 
or would have a reason to start this fire* 

E |advised that there are eight doors 
fHF5ugh H that lead to stairways on the 6th 
floor* He states that doors A, B, D, F, and G are doorways 
that lead to the roof and each doorway requires a key 
before it can be opened* 


5 
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He also stated that he has never gone to 
the file room area on the 6th floor and that he has 
only worked on the 6th fl oor one other time on a special 
request from| 

| advised that he believes that the 

floor stripper, waxen is a liquid that he sorks with to 
clean the floor, is a flammable liquid. 

He stated that he does not know of any places 
on the 6th floor where employees for MPRC go to hide when 
they are supposed to be working. He states that he has 
never smoked in a file area nor has he seen any other 
employee do so. 


b7C 


6 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote ol t( o n sc ' iption . 


7-16-73 


] Missouri, a summer employee at the Military Personnel 


Records Center, 9700 Page, Overland, Missouri, furnished 
the following information: 


began working as a 


at 


the 


Military personnel Records Center on May 15, 1973 


[ 


student at Duke universityana is employed 
program at the Records Center . 


Jis a 

J in a summer 


On July 11, 1973, 
approximately 4:00 P.M. He 


began work at 
was assigned to the second 


floor of the building and remained there throughout 
the day. His only departure from the second floor 
of this building was during his lunch hour when he went 
to the fifth floor. This occurred at approximately 8:00 P,M. 
He retu rned to the second floor at approximately 8:30 P.M. 

I 1 could furnish no information regarding the fire 

at this locat ion nor could he offer any suspects in 


this matter. 
12;25 A.M. 


left the building at approximately 


b'7 


The following description of 
from observation and interview: 


was obtained 


Name 

Address 






Missouri 

Telephone 





Social Security 





Number 





Government 





Identification «- 





Number [ 





Hair 

Bltinde 




Eyes 

Blue 




Height 

5’ 11" 




Weight 

155 




Date of Birth 

1 1 

Place of Birth 


Iowa 


Interviewed on 


7-13-73 



Brentwood, Missouri 


MJI:ss 


_Dote dictated 


Ft) # SL 52-4856 
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recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the properly of the FBI and IS loaned to yout agency; 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Dote oi transf. 


iption 


7-ID-73 


J ._| Illinois, 

telephone l J pnntaotpri at hoy vocirio^o regarding 

the whereabouts of I_ Iwhose address was listed 

as I I advised that she had resided 

at this residence tor approximately six weeks and had 
purchased this house from Halloran Real Estate, Cahokia, 
Illinois, telep hone 337-5400. She advised that she 
did not know one | l and that she had been informed 

by a neighbor that prior to her purchasing this residence 
it had been unoccupied for approximately one year. She 
related that she is also an employee of the Federal 
Records Center, 9700 Page, St, Louis, Miss ouri and was 
employed at this location for three years.| | 

advised that she works on the first floor ox tne ireaerai 
Records Center and her working hours are from 7?30 a.m. tn 
4:00 P.M. and she is classified as a | | 

She also advised that she had heard no conversation 
to indicate that the fire at the Federal Records Center 
had been set by anyone. She also advised that she had 
heard no conversation which would indicate that anyone might 
be planning to deliberately set fire to this building. 


advised that 


_ f 6 vised that she reported to work 

TVT3 alter she had heard of the building being 
on fire; however, returned to her residence when no employees 
could be admitted. 


Interviewed an_ 


7-12-73 


Centreville, Illinois SL 52- 4856 


by- 


SA 


ss 





Dale dicioted. 


7-16-73 


recommendations nor conclusions of the P 6I. It is the properly of the FBt and is loaned to your agency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATtON 


Dote of h oust < ip'ioo. 


7-16-73 


1 1 | telephone 

_ I wag nnntflnted at tne resioenc e oi Tier parents, 

^|telephone 

| relative to any information she might have 
regarding the fire at the Federal Records Center (FRC), 
on the morning of July 12, 1973. 


| l advised that she was employed the previous 

evening with woric hours from 4:00 p.M. on July 11, 1973 
through 12;30 A.M. on July 12, 1973. She advised that 
her first knowledge of the fire was on departing when 
she observed the fireasn and police on the premises. 

ladvised that she worked on the first floor 


le rel ated that sn< 
Its married to 



rp > 


it is fbe property of the and is loaned *o yot/r agency; 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/17/73 


r 



Missouri, telephone number 1 1 was 


interviewed and supplied the following information; 


advised she has been an employee 
of the record center located at 9700 Page Bivd. r Overland, 


f 


: 


states her 
and she 


Missouri since June 11, 1973 
principal duties are that of 

nriamili w orks on the second xioor ox the building. 

I - advised that on July 11, 1973, she performed 
a 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM shift. To the best of her knowledge 
she stated that she observed nothing out of the ordinary 
take place during the course of the evening. She advised 
for the major portion of the pining on the second 


b'7 


floor where she was assigned 




3 = 


states that at 


approximately 12:30 AM while proceeding to the west side 
of the building on the second floor to sign out she smelled 
smoke. She m as not sure where the smoke was emanating 
from. |ptates she signed out as sheusually 
does and left then for home without any: indication of 
the seriousness of the fire that was taking place at the 
center. 


[ further advised she had no idea how 
the fire could have started, and could think of no 
individuals whom she feels could be responsible for 
starting a fire at the record center. 


7/13/73 Mehlville, Missouri 

-.i ,. r _ _ .. 1 1 __ . _____ 

Q'^SA PHILIP GRIVAS; cw 


SL 52-4856 #</ 
7/16/73 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 17, 1973 


TMQMA8 J. WRIMELI, (Mil Columbia, was 
interviewed at the Olive Street Mewe, 3608 Oliva 
Stmt, a ad pro vl dad the following information 

regarding his preesacs at the Military Personnel 

Record# Caatar (MIC) aa July 11, lt73« 

la atatad that be had talked to a friaad 
of his, MICMARL QftUnT, about obtaining iaformatioa 
regarding his an which ha ebtaiaed while ia the 
service, la was told by MURT that there was a 

possibility that his military record would be at the 
mnc aad that he, GRAMMY, would take him there to 
flad out if his record was, la fact, at the Records 
Caatar. They west to the Records Caatar om July 11, 

1*73, arriving there at approximately 1:15 A.I. la 
stated that they could aot fiad aay of his records 
there aad pfeat to the fourth floor where they talked 
to a chaplala friaad of 1111*0. While la the chaplain 1 * 
office, they used the telephoae. They left the 
chaplain** office aad the Ceater at approximately 11:00 A.M, 


WRIMELE ie described as follows: 


Marne 

Address 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

weight 

Date, place of birth 

lyea 

Bair 

Social Security Mumber 
Employed 


TMMCAS J. WRIMKLE 

622*4 Columbia, St. Louie, 
Missouri 

White 

Male 

6 * 1 " 

175 

October MS, 1945, St. Louis, 
Missouri 

Blue 

Brown 

4*3-46-4*07 

Olive Street Mews, 3606 Olive, 
St. Louie, Missouri 


7/13/73 St. Louis, Missouri 

SA HKRMAM S. MICHOLS ^ :pdp 


SL 52-4856 OQ 
7/17/73 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 17, 1973 


|_| furnished 

tha following information regard lag tha fire oh 
July 11, 1173, at tha Military PtrtMMl R eward s 
Caster (MPRC), Orsrlaad, Mlaaouri. 

_stated aka la a I I rear old collega 

atudant who was hi rad to work durin# tka ip —r at 
tha MPMC oa May 14, 1973, aa a l I Mar usual 

work hours ara from 4:00 P.M. to 11:30 A,M. weekdays. 
Ska atatad that aka warkad kar usual shift oa July 11, 
1973, whara aka waa confined neatly to tka first floor. 
Ska addad, however, tkat ska ossally works oa tha 
saooad floor aad oats lunch at tka saaskbar 1ocatad 
oa tka fifth floor. Ska addad tkat as ska was leaving 
work at approximately 11:30 A,|, f Jaly 13, 1973, oka 
had hoard that a flra had started oa tka sixth floor 
of tha building aad aaticad tka fira trnaira, ate., 
but had aot kaaa advised prior to 11:30 tkat ska or any 
of bar eo-werkars would hair a to leave tka building. 


]f 


statad aha has no Idas 


who could bays possibly startad tka fira. 


b7C 


intarview 


Tha following inforsatioa was obtainad through 
and obsaryation; 


Mans 

Data of birth 
Addrass 

MPRC Bad## number 

Social Sacurity Humber 

Haight 

Waight 

Eyas 

Sex 

Race 




Minnouri 1_ 




5*2" 

110 

Blua 


Fenala 

Whit# 


7/12/73 


Wabstar Orovas, Missouri 

_h .1*3 # 


SL 52-4856 


SJl 


:pdp 


7/17/73 

•..'.jm. i • 1: i r___ 


■ ■> \ ' \i ** h F. • i.mo ii looiiL'd lc y rj-j *• ny; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole o/ tron$c option 


7/17/73 


I _________ I telephone 

number | | provided the following Information with 

regard to the fire at the Military Personnel Records 
Center (MFRC) on July 12, 1973; 

I | stated that at approximately 10;50 

to 11:10 P.M* on the night of July 11, 1973 he was at 
Nelson's Driving Range which is located West of MAC* 

Whilest the range he could observe the West side of the 
Center where he saw some six to eight rows of fluorescent 
lights burning on the 6th floor* He stated that he 
recalls this because to the best of his knowledge he 
could not recall seeing that amount of lights on on the 
top floor of the Records Center at that time of night before* 
He added that he goes to the Driving Range once or twice a 
week and that this was the first time he had noticed any 
lights on on the upper floor of tbs building* He stated 
that when he goes to the Range he usually arrives at 
10:30 P«M* and leaves at approximately 11:15 P*M* He 
stated that he contacted the Mary Ridge Police Department 
who told him to contact the Federal Bureau of Investigation* 


b7C 


Interviewed on__ 


by. 


7/16/73 


SA 


T7vT 


Missouri 


File 


kmt 


Date dictated. 


, SL 52-4856 
7/17/73 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ■$ the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
n rtnrl its contents ore nol to be distributed outside yaur agency. 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 17, 1273 


1 



Illinois, provided tha following information 


regarding the fir# at the Military Ptrioutl Records 
Center (M2RC) oa July 12, 1273: 


] stated that ha la a I 

rac Co—any. 1 oca tad at 4120 


3 


Liadell 
Ylf 


for the Sparry Uaivac 
Boulevard. Ha stated 

-LM&Mtar ia aaa oa tha fomrth Hoar at tha MPMC _ 

I I atmtad oa July 12, 1273, ha Mlgmsd i* at 13:20 A.M. 

and while doing ao ha heard airemm, atatad that ha 
arrived for work at approximately tha emme time aa tha 
fira trunks. Aa ha was aatarlag tha hulldiaa. ha saw 


] 


a black 
oa tha 


Mala who ha ka 

fourth floor i 




half Rsf 


j 


who worka 

8ha told 


hia that aha had aaallad smefre la tha computer room and 
lad asked I I to call tha guard 

and find out whara tha smsfct vaa coming froa. Ha waa 
latar told hy a cm aaaa that thara waa a fira oa tha sixth 
floor and that tha fira department waa on tha way. Vhila 
still in tha eatrywty to tha haiidiaa and obtaining 
his vioitor v s badga, ha asked |~ | if thay had shut 
dawn tha computers on tha fourth floor and aha said no* 

Ha laft tha guard* a dank and want to tha fourth floor 
whore ha talkad to I l and a firemsn who wara standing 
ia tha hallway discussing tha fira* Ma cannot recall 
what thay said, however. Ma continued statin* ha 
want into tha computer room whara ha aad||shut down 
tha computers and raturnad to tha first rioor and eventually 
laft tha building at approximately 3:00 A.M. 


b7C 


I I statad tha fira apparently had started 

prior to his arrival at MFRC and that he had seen fires 
in tha past located in tha restrooms from time to time 
and has heard of others. Ma stated that in regard to 
the fires in tha }ast, it seamed to hia that thay always 
occurred after the second shift had left* The AM shift, 
which is from approximately midnight to 8:00 A.M*, 
contains only computer operations people and a security 
force. This amounts to no mors than 13 peopls at tha 
Records Canter during tha early morning hours. This being 




7/13 /73 


81* Louis, Missouri 


sa| 




:pdp 


SL 52-4858 
7/17/73 
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the case, any strangers in the building would ba noticed. 
He said ha has so idea who sight have started the fire. 

At approximately 0:30 A.M. ha returned to the MPRC 
for a seating with the D ata Processing Department 

I in the parking lot♦ 


The following information was obtained through b7 

interview and observation: 


Name 

Date of birth 

Social Security Number 


Height 

S'®" 

Weight 

140 

Eyes 

Blue 

Race 

White 

Sex 

Male 


2 




federal bureau of investigation 


July 17, 1973 


Missouri/ «U lftt*irvl«v+4 At the OUvt Street Iif»T 
3999 Olivo Street, St. Louis, Missouri, sod provided 
the following information: 


1 


tsted Mo Is 


tloyod st tMo Ms 1st•nance 


Department of tMo Ollot Klodtrio Company. 
tMst Mo «u «pl«fo4 st tMo Milltsry H 
Costor (MIC) wMllo s tonerv1st free 



to February, 1971, s totsl tin* of approximately six 


Jul r 11, 1*7*. h. ui * 

Twoot 

to tMo mmc 1 

^-“T . 

_ 

_!__ 1 


was is tMo service. At tM o IMBC tMoy woot to tMo fourth 
floor vMoro tMoy talked to [ | Bo stated 

tMst tMoy woro is tMo Costor for approximately oso sod 

one-half hours. TMoy arrived st a p proximately 9:15 A.M. 
sod loft st approximately 11:00 A.M. 


b' 


Bo costsctod tMo FBI sftor Mo hosrd shout tho 
firs hocsuso Mo know his same would ho os tMo guest rogistar 
snd tlst tho FBI or someone would bo tslMlng to them sooner 
or lstor. 


is described ss follows: 


Msae 

Haight 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hsir 

Dsto of birth 
Socisl Security Nub bar 


5*11" 

210 

Blue 

Brows 


7/13/73 


St. Louis i Missouri 


-SA 


; pdp 


■r, Ih,1 


, (ie SL 52-4856 
J7/17/73 

frii cind u, l.jone<l to .ou “.gt-ii.y; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/17/73 


I I furnished 

the following Information: 

I I ntated that he 1 b employed at the 

Military Personnel Records Center (MPRC) • He works the 
evening shift from 4:00 P*M. to 12:30 A V H« On July 11, 
1073 he worked his regular shift and left at 12:30 a*M* 
He stated that as he was leaving he heard that there was 
a fire at the Center but knows nothing more with regard 
to the fire* He stated that he usually works on the 4th 
floor, did not work on the 0th floor at all the night of 
July 11, and went home right after his shift ended* He 
also stated that he can think of no one who would wish 
to start a fire at the Center and could furnish no 
inf sanation as to the fire itself* 


The following information was obtained through 
interview and observation: 


name 

Race 

Hex 

Height 

Weight 

$res 

Bair 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
MPRC Badge Number 
Social Security 
Account Number 
Employment 


tno middle name)[ 

Negro 

Male 

5*7" 


215 pounds 

Brown 

Black 



b'7C 


7/17/73 


SA HERMAN S* NICH0U3:kmt 


Brentwood, Missouri 

1 ? 


SL 52-4856 
7/17/73 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 17/23 


On J uly 16. 


ft 


1973. 


his residence 
furnished the following informtion: 




was interviewed at 
Missouri, and 


On the night of July 14, 1973^ 

and ^rr1at tnorn ri — 1^1 t 1 1 


_he_ 


1 


that 
vorkf&g on 
and la 
floor. 


ioe 
in 


L 


tar in th e n 

I l ata 


lirai iioor 
ight with 
stated that 


put hii 
thefij 


TS^the firs t 

..I ■ 

ne a in nor wo 


with 

par 


“X 


d to work 
IdTiMld_ 


of the night 
till on the firs 


ork with f 


5 


other night. 


Job the sixth floor at any time that night or any 


1. 


ta ted that when he went up to the fifth 
floor for break at around s even thirty, he walked up to the 
sixth floor with| |to talk to his, but left after 

his break and did not {{5 hack up* 


1 advised that! 


always gave his a 


ride hose and that on July 11, 1973, they were going to the 
oar at approximately 2:20 p*a., after watching the fire, and 
were stopped by a security guard who asked thes who they 
were and what they were doing. After telling the security 
guard that they wasked in the building and that they had 
stayed to watch the fire, they were allowed to leaie * 


b7 * 


July 16/73 


St* Louis, Missouri 


SA 


: lsl 


. , , SL 52-4*36 
July 17/73 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


)/ .»■: V II 2 7 701 


Dole o* Iforis (ripiton 


OR July 12. 19731 _ 

at his residenee,| 

furnlihtd th» following mrormationT 


__kas Interviewed 

Jlfissouri, and 


stated that on the night of July 11, 1973, 
to 12:30 p.a* shift at the Hat Iona 1 


he worked the 4:00 
Personnel Records Center when he had been eaploywd for 
approximately seven aonths as a custodial employee. 


ltd vised that he worked in the second and 
third floors me previous night and his only occasion to go 
to the fifth floor was for a break. | |stated that he 

did not see anyone go to the sixth floor oaring the night mm 
did not know who was working up there that night. 1 
farther advised that he knew aoat of the people working the 
night shift and did not see anyone who was not usually 
working at night* 


_ I k tafd th*t [ 

I l left the building at approximately 11:00 and had heard 

no mention of a fire at that time and had detected no smoke. 


nation: 


provided the following background infor- 


b' 


Kama: 

DOB: 

BOB: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Byes: 

Bfucation: 

ReaIda nee; 
Telephone number: 




r 

Cll ATT 

1 Missouri 


175 pounds 

Brown 

Brown 

Horsandy High School, 
8t. Louis, M issouri 

t 

I issour i 


litter *.««•<! on Jttly 13/73 

SA«| 


at. Louis, MiB»onri fih t SL 53-4856 

PKR ; 1»1 July 17/73 

_ y ______„___ .._Date dictated______________ 


Tkir 


^nr*irmf»nf Contains neither recow mendotionii nor conclusions ol th£ FBI. It i$ the property of the FBI QncJ is looned to youF acjency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of Ir oi 


n „ ol , July 17/73 


On 

his res id*nee 
furnished the 


3 


lv 12. 1973 


I 


was interviewed at 
[Missouri, and 


oiiowing inrorsation: 


|_[stated that on the night of July 11, 1073, 

he worked the 4:00 to 12:30 p.m. shift at the Rational 
Personnel Records Center and was Just about to leav e the 
building when he heard that a fire had broken out, I ~| 

advised that he worked on the first floor that night and 
his only occasion to go to the top two floors that night was 
to go to the fifth floor at approximately 7:30 p.m. for a 
break. 


, worked on t 


he 

and 


1 


tated that » n1v n A An ^* ha know y ho 


ei-rth flo or wereT 

whose 


last nase he did not an 

_ _ go upstairs at 5:00 p* 

saw them come down at approximately 11:30 p.m. 


r 


these individuals 


and 


_ L H *dvised that his Job wms | \ 

I l and he had been doing that sine* st arting work at 

tne Recores Center on June 18, 1973. | | stated that 

he did not see anyone who did not work at tne Records Center. 


I | provided the following background infor¬ 

mation: 


b7C 


interviewed on. 


Name: 

DOB: 

P0B: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Height: 

Weight: 
Education: 

Residence: 

Telephone number] 


Brown 
Blue 
5*10” 

162 pounds 


JMissouri 


I High School, 



July 12/73 


_.Qf. 


St. Louis, Missouri 


.Fife #\ 


SL 52-4856 


SAs 


by. 




p*R:lsi 


July 17/73 


OnfM d iclated. 


This doci 


ent contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F0h It is the property of the FBI and loaned to yoor 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


not lost in smo^ 

of-records~gfficials say 


, By ANDREW WILSON 
Globe-Democrat Staff Writer 

While records destroyed in the fire at the 
Military Personnel Records Center here are 
“a great loss," the Veterans Administration 
has other sources of information ‘‘that will 
minimize any chance of a person losing a 
legitimate claim," a Veterans Administration 
spokesman said Friday. 

The fire that raged through the two- 
blockdong building at 9700 Page ave. in 
Overland for more than 24 hours finally was 
brought under control Friday morning. 

The cause of the fire was undetermined, 
and an arson investigation was being con¬ 
ducted. 

Flames are believed to have destroyed al¬ 
most all of the Army’s records on .service¬ 
men retired or discharged from 1912 to the 
early 1960s. These records were stored on 
the sixth floor, where much of the fire was 
concentrated. 

THE DEPARTMENT of Defense also re¬ 
ported that records of more than 300,000 per¬ 
sons released from tKfe Army in the last 
three years were stored on the fire-damaged 
sixth floor, including records of some cases 
pending before the Army Discharge Review 
Board. The records were not formal dis¬ 
charge papers, but release forms placing 
servicemen on inactive reserve. 

Brig. Gen. Louis Prost, commander of the 
U.S. Army Reserve Component, Personnel 
and Administration Center, said less than I 
per cent of the records involved cases pend¬ 
ing before the review board. 

Some records (of persons dishonorably dis¬ 
charged from the Army would be in Army 
morning reports on file with other agencies, 
he said. 

Dishonorably discharged persons who tried 1 
m cOTirest* their cases would cause problems 


if their records were destroyed because 1 the 
morning reports do not detail the circum¬ 
stances of their release from service, Prost 
said. 

AT A PRESS conference officials of the 
General Services Administration were ques¬ 
tioned ■ closely about the building’s design. 
The record center has no fire walls to pre¬ 
vent flames from spreading and has sprink¬ 
ler systems on only the first and part of the 
second floors. 

James B. Rhoads, a U. S. archivist from 
Washington, D.C., said the GSA did not de¬ 
sign the building and that it was transferred 
from the aegis of the Department of De¬ 
fense. 

Asked if he would store important docu¬ 
ments in any building that did not have fire 
safeguards, regardless Of the designer, 
Rhoads replied, "Not voluntarily.” 

Officials denied that any highly sensitive 
documents or papers relating to national 
security were lost in the fire. 

THE REVIEW BOARD, an aide to Sym¬ 
ington was told, hears appeals from persons 
who received “less than honorable" dis¬ 
charges from the Army. The Defense De¬ 
partment told Symington it is “uncertain 
now what impact will result" if records in 
such appeals cases are lost. 

A spokesman for the Veterans Administra¬ 
tion in Washington, D.C., told The Globe- 
Democrat the fire should have "no impact 
on the 13 million that are currently receiv¬ 
ing VA benefits." Records of these persons 
are filed in 57 Veterans Administration -re¬ 
gional offices, 169 hospitals and two insur¬ 
ance centers, he sail* 

“In addition to these records," the spokes¬ 
man said, "the VA still has other backup 
files containing essential infor mation tha t 
would facilitate handling of new ^ppIicatiSh; 
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a fmm .w+terans whose files may have been 
destroyed in the fires. 

“Since 1968 our data processing center at 
Austin, Tex., has kept computer master rec¬ 
ords on Vietnam veterans discharged since 
1968." 

ALSO IN WASHINGTON, the Veterans Ad¬ 
ministration spokesman said, are master 
computer records on 38 million living and 
dead veterans or all the armed services. In¬ 
cluded are dates, branch of service, charac¬ 
ter of discharge and other information nec¬ 
essary to process claims on school loans, 
pensions and medical and hospital care. 

The only serious problems, the spokesman 
said, may be encountered by veterans dis¬ 
charged more than five years ago who 
make their first claim for some kind of Vet¬ 
erans Administration service. However, he 
said, most initial claims are filed within five 
years of discharge, so these cases would be 
rare. 

Even in cases where service-connected 
disability records might be lost in the fire 
die Veterans Administration could have oth¬ 
er ways of processing a claim, he added, 
such as checking copies of records kept by 
veterans, requesting affidavits from doc¬ 
tors in military hospitals or friends and ci¬ 
vilian medical treatment records. 

IT WILL BE more of a problem for the 
VA processing these claims but not for the 


individual veteran, the spo k e sm a n said, 
since other sources will have to be located 
if needed information is found to be in fire* 
destroyed records. 

"We aren't saying it isn’t a great loss," 
he stressed, “but we're trying to point out 
that as far as VA records are concerned, 
there are other records and sources of ln« 
formation that will minimize any chance of 
a person losing a legitimate claim.*’ 

He said widows of veterans who meet cer¬ 
tain income criteria are eligible for pension 
without having a complete record of the ve¬ 
teran’s military service. Only the dates of 
service, already on file with the Veterans 
Administration, are required, he said. * 

An advisory committee to study all facets 
of the fire has been appointed and will con¬ 
vene no later than Tuesday, the GSA 
announced Friday. 

The committee is chaired by Dee A, Pat¬ 
terson, acting regional commissioner of 
public buildings. Other committee members 
are J. C. Spradley, director of the design 
and construction division; Wendell Sisk, 
chief, acquisition branch; Harold Lowe, 
special assistant to the regional administra¬ 
tor, and James L. Kealing, regional coiii- 
sel. Kenneth Bollard, comptroller of tie 
reserve component at the center, and Fir- 
rest Weir, office of federal records, v4>l 
serve as ex-officio committee members. 



FD-36 (Riv. 5-22-64) 


F B I 

Date: 7/17/73 


Transmit the following in — 

TELETYPE 


PLAIN TEXT 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT 


(Priority) 


I 




TO : DIRECTOR 

FR01&: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. OO: ST. LOUIS. 

ACCESS FOR EXAMINATION TO 6TH FLOOR, NPRC-M, GAINED 
INSTANT DATE. THOROUGH EXAMINATION REFLECTS COMPLETE DEVASTATION 
OF 6TH FLOOR WITH SMALL PERCENT OF RECORDS PARTIALLY «■■■■■ 

AND BALANCE TOTALLY DESTROYED. 

NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF ARSON UNCOVERED. PROBABLE ORIGINAL 
SITE OF FIRE DETERMINED TO BE NEAR CENTER OF BUILDING WHICH IS 
PRESENTLY BURIED UNDER TONS OF CONCRETE IN 2 TO 3 FEET OF WET 
CHARRED RUBBLE FROM BURNED RECORDS. 

DUE TO COLLAPSED NATURE OF ROOF WHICH WAS CONSTRUCTED OF 
10 INCHES OF CONCRETE, TH0BOUGH EXAMINATION FOR ARSON WILL NOT BE 
POSSIBLE AS ORIGINAL FIRE SITE PERMANENTLY INACCESSIBLE AND WILL 
BE DEMOLISHED AS THE 6TH FLOOR IS REMOVED Mi HEAVY CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT. 

OUTLOOK FOR BALANCE OF BUILDING APPEARS MORE FAVORABLE; HOWEVER, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS 1 CORE SAMPLES NOT IN AND FJNAL 


St• Louis 
RS:lhc 


?ruFn 


SEARCHED 
serialized^ 


INDEXED' 
nLED 
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SL 52-4856 
PAGE TWO 

DETERMINATION STILL TO BE MADE. TENTATIVE PLANS OF RECORDS INCLUDE 
REMOVAL OF ALL FILES FROM 4TH AND 5TH FLOORS WHICH INVOLVE ARMY 
RESERVE AND ALL PERIODS OF NAVY SERVICE TO TEMPORARY STORAGE 
AREA. TOXIC FOGGING OPERATIONS PLANNED FOR REMAINDER OF 
BUILDING TO PRESERVE BALANCE OF RECORDS IN BUILDING FROM MILDEW 
AND ROT. ST. LOUIS CONTINUING INTERVIEWS OF ALL PERSONS LOGGED 
IN BUILDING AT TIME OF FIRE TOWARD POSSIBLE DETERMINATION OF 
ARSON; HOWEVER, SEVERAL NATURAL CAUSES OF FIRE BEING CONSIDERED 
BY EVALUATION COMMITTEES INCLUDE ACCIDENTAL, ELECTRICAL, 

SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION AND SEVERAL OTHER CAUSES. ST. LOUIS 
REMOVING BUREAU DOCUMENTS FROM BUREAU SPACE LOCATED THIS BUILDING 
7/18/73, P 


END 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 17j 1973 


I I f vu advli*<l 

of the Identity of the latarvltriai Agent as veil 
as the fact that he was helsg latervie w eds—earning 

a possible federal violation in connection with 
destruction of Governnent property. 

I I advised that he is enployed 

at the Military Personnel Records Center (MPMC) as 
an intermittent employee and that his job is to 
search for records. He hns been enployed there since 

May 21, 1972, and vorks from 7:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
oil the sixth floor. He stated that on July 11, 1073, 
he arrived at work as usual at approximately 7:15 A.M. 
and noticed no unusual activities or individuals 
on the sixth floor on that day. 

I I stated that about a week or 

two ago he turned on a fan on the sixth floor which 
he described as a large floor faa approximately 6* 
high with lh” blades surrounded by wire protection. 

Since these large fans often take several minutes 
to reach their full speed, he did net stay to notice 
whether the blades began to turn or not. S everal m inutes h7r 
later he was notified by n female employee, | | 

[| that that particular fan was aot te be media 
that the wire protection was bent and the blades mould 
not turn freely. He then observed a considerable amount 
of smoke to be coming from the fan motor and not iced 
that a small amount of oil had dripped from the faa onto 
the floor. After unplugging the fan, he wrote n small 
note on a piece of paper which said "Do not use" and 
taped this not# to the fan. He stated that since that 
time he has never seen the fan in urn# although it was 
never repaired or removed from the sixth floor. He 
stated that he had no idea whether or not the fan could 
have been the cause of the fire but felt that this 
Information may be of some use in determining the cause 
of the fire. 

He in described an follows: 


7/12/73 


Normandy, Missouri 



: pdp 


lit I.;'., -i 


SL 53-4856 <£/ 
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Mas* 

Address 

Telephone 

Race 

Sex 

parents 

Date of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Military service 
Social Security number 


Missouri 

i i 

White 

b7 

I and 



| 

6'3" 


160 


Black 


Brovn 


Hose 



Universitjr: 


is 


a 


full time student at St, 


Louis 


2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 17, 1973 


I I was advlstd of 

the identity of the interviewing Agent he veil m m the 

fact that she vm being interviewed concerning a possible federal 

violation in connect1 m with destruction of Government 

property. 

She advised she obtained summer employment 
at the Military Personnel Records Center (VIC) on 
May 13, 1973, where she is employed in a file purifi¬ 
cation project. She stated that she verbs the 4:00 P.M. 
to 13:30 A.M. shift and that she arrived for work on 
July 11, 1973, at 3:55 P.M. She stated that she spent 
the entire evening on the second floor mnd remained there 
through her lunch hour. She stated that at approximately 
13:20 A.M. she was on the first floor and was ready 
to go home when she heard s o m eon e say that there vas a 
fire on the fourth floor. To satisfy her curiosity she 
took an elevator to the fourth floor and observed 
a considerable amount of smoke; however, she did not 
observe any fire and ianediately returned to the first 
floor and fcft the building. She remained in the b"7C 

area until approximately 3:00 A.M. watching the building 
burn and observing the firemen in action. 

She stated that during the course of the 
evening she noticed nothing unusual and although she 
is not familiar with all of the employees on ths 
second floor, she failed to observe anyone who looked 
as though he did not belong there. 



7/12/73 Mermamdy, Missouri 
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Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Bair 

Marital status 
parents 

Social Security MumP er 


5 f 8” 

125 


Blue 

Black 

ilMlA. 


Jaad 


nit adtfrtg 




b7( 


University 


is a lull time student at St* 


Louis 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 17. 1973 


ftdvit#4 of tb« identity 
of the lftlirvlivlig Xfial Si well as the fact that ha 
vaa being interviewed concerning a possible fadaral 

violation in coanaction with destruction of Gor«rn«Bt 
proparty. 


b7C 


| advised that ha has been ampleyed 
with the P~ fl. Military Personnel Beeords Caatar (UPRC) 
aa a I I far tha past thraa years. 

Ha advlaad that ha baa haaa worklag tha 3:09 P.M. to 13:30 A.M. 
shift for tha paat yaar aad that on July 11. 1973. ha 
arrived at work at approximately 2:50 P.M, Ha atatad he 
spant the entire evening working on tha fourth floor 
and that shortly after 13 midnight ha returned to tha flrat 
floor where ha signed out and was waiting to go home. 

Ha recalled that approximately at 13:30 A.I. he heard 
an indivi dual shout inn that there was a fire on five 
and six. | [ than exited tha building at the 

rear entrance (west) and was than granted permission 
by his supervisor to go hi 


I I stated that ha noted nothing unusual 

during tha course of tha evening nor did ha notice any 
unfamiliar employees in the building. He stated that 
if the fire were the result of arson he was unable to 
furnish any suspects in the matter. 


He is described as follows: 


Hama 

Address 

Telephone 

Baca 

Sex 

Date of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hyes 

Hair 


St• Louis 


Hegro 


190 

Black 

Brown 


b7C 


7/12/73 . . . .. 3t. 


\S* 

' • 


Louis, Mis sour i_ - « 3 L 52- 4232 
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Marital status 
Military ssrvics 
Social Security Humber 
Mother 


Siagb 

Home _ 

b7C 

same at_ js 


9 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 17, 1073 

[• >1- i- .. _ 


I I was advised of the identity 

of the interviewing Agent as veil ae the fact that he 
was being interviewed concerning a possible federal 
violation in connection with destruction of Government 
property. 

I I advised that he has been working as 

a I l at the Military Personnel Records Center 

(MPRC) for approximately 15 years since the building 
was o pen ed. He ad ded that he had 32 years of Government 

service. He stated that on July 11, 1273, he arrived 
at work at approximately 3;45 P.M. at which time he 
went to work on the second floor of the building. He 
worked on the second floor until his lunch break at 
7;30 P.M. after which he vent to work on the sixth floor. 

To the best of his recollection he worked on the sixth 
floor from a pp— aimately 9:00 P.M. until 10:00 p.M. at 
which time he returned to the first floor where he remained 
until approxitfitely 12:25 A.M., July 12, 1973. At this 
time he heard several individuals speaking of a fire 
upetairs and he exited through the east door. While 
outside the b ulldins he was contacted bv l I 

| | who asked him to stay for awhile in case 

there was anything that could be done to help. He 
remained until approximately 2;30 A.M, and observed 
the fire on the sixth floor in the south side of the 
building. He stated that during the course of the evening 
nothing unusual had occurred nor had he noticed any 
individuals who were unfamiliar to him or who appeared as 
though they did not belong at MPRC. 


He is described as follows: 


Hams 

Address 

Telephone 

Race 

Sex 

Date birth 


? 


Missouri 


Hegro 

Male 


7/12/73 


St. Louis, Missouri 
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Height 

Weight 

Eye* 

H*ir 

Marital status 
Military service 
Social Security Humber 


5*8" 

160 
Brow a 
Black 
Married 

0. S. Army, 1*41 through J044 

_ b7c 
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7/16/71 


AIR TEL AIR HAIL 


TO* DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM* SAC, KANSAS CITY (52-5990) P 


MAJOR FIRE,NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - 
MILITARY (NPRC-M) 7/12/73 
DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 
00 - SL. 


L This is to advise that on this datel__ l _ L 

KCM0-7V, Kansas City, Mo., Infowntd SAC I I 

out 10i30 a•%., today she answered the phone in 
the news room and an unidentified male voise stated in 
effect "I ca n give you a name in the Overland* Missouri, 
fire*. When|tasked for a minute to get a pad and pencil 
the caller hung up, without saying anything else. 


At 11:05 today, the aamp__uxLid*ivtified caller 
called the news room and spoke to l a nd merely stated 

he would call her again on 8/1/73 between 9:30 and 10 a.m. , 
to give her the name he premised* 


I | has no idea who the caller was, wfcfcther 

it was a long distance or local oall, and she could net tell 
if the caller was intoxicated or was calling on a prank or 
had serious intentions to be of help. Shdias advised that $ 
she will keep the FBI informed in the event she receives any 
other contact in this matter particularly from the unidentified 
caller. 


Kansas City will follow withI_ 

determine any further developments in this matter* 


and 


2 - Bureau 

- St. Louis (52-4856) 

- Kansas City 
PCY/hmg 

( 6 ) 


<? 


\i 181973 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole of transcription 


7-16-73 


■ I. (no middle neme^l ■ 

I I Missouri. telephone ! I ng telephonically 

contacted on July 12, 1973 at which time arrangements 
were made for interview on July 13, 1973 at the 
Jewish Community Center, 11001 Schuetz Road, telephone 
HE 2-5707. 


I l ad vised that he is employed at the 

Federal Records Center (FRC) and was on duty the evening 
of July 11, 1973 from 4 P.M. t o 12:30 A.M. o n July 12, 
1973. He advised that £s fts a I H and during 

this shift was working on the basement floor waxing 
the floor and was on one other floor, this be ing the 
first floor above the basement level. | | advised 

that 


as he was departing the ba s e me nt level at approximately 
12;30 A»H, and riding the freight elevator to the first 
floor, he smelled smoke and commented to someone that 
there was smoke in the elevator shaft. After he left the 
first floor, he noticed that there were firemen and b/c 

police at this location. | ladvised that he had heard 

nothi ng whic h would indicate that the fire had been deliberately 

set. I_I advised that he has been at FRC as an employee 

since 1965 and at present has approximately 25 years with the 
Federal Government in longevity. 


[ 


3 


who 

ge. 


j furnished the nme of 

is a Negro female, approximate? 25 td" zv years ox 
who was on the we st end o f the sixth floor on the evening 
of July 11, 1973. | ladvised that he did not know 

what time she departed tn« 
out that she worked as a T 


ixth floor. He pointed 

[ in thia location. 

] furnished the name of| | 


a 

on the 


Negro male, approximately 51 years ofdA£4, #h6 ltd 
sixth floor with two high school boys both Negro males, 
app roximately 1 6 or 17 years of a ge, whose f irst nam es 
werd land l [ stated that| 

and these boys were damp mopping the floor during the 

evening shift on july-JJ_L973 and the memning of July 12, 

1973 he had spoken tq |who had informed him that he 

had departed the sixth Floor at approximately 11:45 P.H. 


Jnte 


by. 


rviewed on. 7/12-13/73 


Q , St. Louis, Missouri 

/\ 4 rtify/ 


.File #_ 


SL 52-4856 


SA 


ss 





Date dictated. 
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and informad him that he had seen nothing which would 
indicate that a fire was burning on the sixth floor 
nor did he smell any smoke. 


also furnished the name of 




nave unknown} who works on the east end 
doing cleaning and sweeping. He advised 
Vietnam veterans and is a white sale in his early 
20 Y s. He furnished the ofI ] 

to have the last name of^ 


(last 
mlxth floor 

is a 


related thatT 

20*s and a Vietnam“veteran. 


if 


. whom he believes 
Icphonetic) who works 


both ends of the <»i*th floor and cleans the lavatories. He 


s also a white male in his early 


I-1-- l adv ised that inasmuch as he is a 

I _| he has a complete list of all maintenance 

employees at his residence with addresses and telephone 
numbers which he will furnish at a later date. 


|_|advised that he has heard no comments 

about anyone who would deliberately start a fire at 
FRC. 


__ 

is a Negro male with date of birth 


"ax 


Alabama. 


b7C 
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federal bureau of investigation 


7/18/73 


Missouri, iu interviewed regarding tbs nri at the National 
Personas1 Records Center (NPMC) on July 12, 1973. 


| [advised tha t he is temporarily employed at 

the center as a | f or the swasner o nly, a# stated 

that he started work in May, 1973. I | statod that he 

arrived at work at approximately 3 :jo p.m. on July 11, 1973, 
and left work at approximately 12;30 a.a. on July 12, 1973. 


| |advlsed that during that particular shift 

at work, ne omy had occasion to be on the first and second 
floor, except that he went to the fifth floor to the snack 
bar for supper. 

I ~l advised that be did not see anything un¬ 

usual July 11, 1973 and had no idea as to how the fire started. 

The following background data was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Social Security 
Number 

NPRC Badge No.: 
Date of birth: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

Sex: 

Race: 

Height: 

Weight: 


Brown 

Blue 

Male 

White 

6 f 3" 

20# pounds 


Federal Bureau or 
Information as to 


advised that he would immediately notify the 
Investigation in the event be obtains any 
how the fire started. 


7/12/73 


Webster Groves, Missouri .,. s SL 52-4856 ^^ 


MICHAEL N. MURPHY/dls r\w 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Hi; ■ R^ V ) i 2 7 70} 


Do*e ot Ira 


. P ,o. 7/18/73 


by Specialf Ag#nt| ~ and \ 

lag th# fir# at th# Rational P#raonii#l uacor 
9700 Pag# Avenue on July 12, 1973, 


wan inters 


f #v#d 

egard- 


center 


(KPBC), 


0#nt#r at #300 
until last Friday, 

duti#s consisted of_ 

B#cord# C#nt#r on Goodf#llow 
froa 3:30 p,h» to 12:30 a,t, 


1 advised that h# was #aploy#d at 


fellow, 

.julv 6 


th# Records 
froa March, 1968 
that hi# 

_at th# P#r#onn#l 

and that h# worked th# ahlft 


not 9700 
1973._ m 


,t a tatty 



- 1 


nan# of | 

(phonetic). H# atatdd that on on# particular 


th# gata. 

■tntad I 


aa hi itartad to ItaYt th# 




[ 


th# Been 


I 


da C#nt#r 
He 


a 


that b# f##la that! 



A | advi»#d that 999 only tia# b# had b##n to th# 
nt#r at 9700 Pag# #aa In 1968 wb#n h# Initially 
sufaaitt#d hi# application and again last night, July 12, 1973, 
when h# wont there with a friend of hi# in a pickup to watch 
the fir#. H# atat#d that on tha±_oafiaalon, h# talked to a 
guard at th# gat# by th# naa# of | ] who waa a friend of 

his and had known hi# at th# Record# Center at 4300 Goodfellow. 


Before being asked any further qu##t inns., I I 

waa adviaed of his Wight# by Special Agent |_| He stat#d 

he underatood his right#, but could not aign th# fora inasmuch 
as he waa required to hav# hia father pr#a#nt to review any 
l#gal paper b#for# h# signs it. 

I I waa asked if he know who started the fir#_. 

at th# Records Center or if h# waa involved hiaaelf. |_| 

adviaed that h# did not hav# any knowledg# aa to who could _ 


b 7 C 


Interviewed on. 


7/13/73 


SA 


SA 



oi Florissant, Misso uri 

>ki 

dig r'Vr —__ 


File # 


Dole dictated_ 
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have started the fire and he did not start it himself. 

I I was asked if he had any knowledge of any 

threats made to any of the guards at the Records Center 


a-t. regarding breaking of any of the windows, 

ladviseri that nn the particular night previously_ 


wAnf i 

1 



1 1 advised that he was at htmef" 


during the entire day and night of July 11, i»ya ttrough 
July 12, 1973. 


He stated that be does not own a blue Volkswagen 
or a green Chevrolet and that his own car is a 1971 Purple 
Charger. He further stated that his father has a 1973 
Monte Carlo, which is blue in color and his mother owns a 
1973 silver Vega. He stated that he does not know anybody 
who owns a blue Volkswagen or a 1967 green Chevrolet. 



1 

1 kt the 4300 Goodfellow Boulevard Records Ce 

nter 

___ 


The following information was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Home address: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Missouri drivers 
license; 

Telephone number: 
Social Security 
Number: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 


White 

Male 


Ltlssouri 


6 * 

210 pounds 


Missouri 


Drown 

Brown; s houlder length : 
shor 1f 


2 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN V ES TIG ATIO N 


7/18/73 


|__| was 

interviewed regarding the fir# at the Natloan1 Personnel 
Records Center (NPftC) at 9700 Peg# Boulevard on July 12, 

1973 . 

I I advised t.fa*t h# is employed at the 

NPRC as | | for the AX Purification 

Project and stated that in the course of hi# duties, he 
| He stated that 

ne arrives at tne spkc tor work: at approximately 3:20 p.m* 
on July 11, 1973, and s tayed at the center until approximately 
3:00 on July 12, 1973. I ~ l atated that he would 

normally have left at 1 z*jo a.m., hut decided to stay 
around and watch the fire. 


|| Istated that on the evening of July 11, 

1973, that ms work was confined strictly to the first and 
second floor and that the only time he left those floors 
was for supper between 8:00 and 8:30 p.m. on the fifth 
floor. 


3 stated that be did not notice anything 
cular evening with the exception of 


unusual oh inat par 
the fact that at approximately 11:00 p.m., one of the negro 
I ~l wfao works on the second floor and normally cleans 

the handrai le. him and asked for a light for a 

sigarette. | I stated that the individual then 

appeared to hive forgot that he did not have any c igarettes 
with him sol lave him one. I Istated tha t 


] 


I ^tateo that tne only tniog significant snout this 

mciaenr was the fact he usually sees this individual about 
twice every shift and he ca n never recs ll ever seeing this 
individual smoking before. | I could no t furnish any 

additional descriptive data regarding the negro j 


The following descriptive, background data was 
obtained through observation and interview: 


b7C 


7/13/73 


Florissant, Missouri 


SL 52-4856 


SA 


/dis 


7/13/73 
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Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Social Security 
Number: 

NPRC Badge #: 
Date of Birtb: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 



175 pounds 

Brown 

Blue 


( |stated that if he obtains any informa¬ 

tion whicn mignx De helpful in solving this case, be would 
immediately notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation* 


2 




FD 302 (REV. I 1-27-701 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of Ironscription 


7/17/73 


^_I telephone number 

[ provided pne roiiowing information? 

I S tated that he has been employed by the 

General Servi ces Administration s ince I960 In the 
capacity of a | I said that on July 11, 

1973 9 he was wonting tne *+ - 12:30 PM shift and advised 
he was assigned to the third floor of the National 
Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page “Boulevard, Overland, 
Missouri. 


stated that he had locked up the 
cleaning trucKs at approximately 12:1? AM and changed 
his clothes In preparation of leaving at the end of his 
tour of duty. It was at this time he had first learned 
that there was a fire in the building as he had noticed 
there was no guard at the door when he was leaving. 


|_| stated that he exited the building on 

the east side and walked to his privately owned vehicle 
and left the area. 


I I stated that he observed nothing unusual 

on his floor during his tour of duty, specifically, he 
did not see any flamable liquids nor did he see anyone 
carry flamable liquids into the building. He stated that 
he and the other employees are regularly briefed on safety 
and specifically remembered a safety movie wherein the 
various ways that fires are started are explained. He 
further added that there are many safety meetings conducted. 


I l verified that at the National Personnel 

Records Center there were many problem workers. He stated 
that a good number of the people did not pay much attention 
to their bosses. He advised that hisidea of work was to do 
what you are told to do when you are told to do it. 


I I was unable to provide any suspects who 
would have set the building on fire and stated he knows 
of no one in his immediate circle of workers who would 


b 7C 


Interviewed on 


7/12/73 


by. 




K^nloch, Missouri 
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be carrying a grudge. 

_I- 


are[ 


stated that Til s. Immediate supervisors 


stat 

and] 


5>5"; lfiQ 
Numbe] 


Is described as a N egro male; 
pounds; b orn | | Social Security 




FD-302 (REV 1 1.27-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote <?/ >ranscriphon_ 


7/17/73 


-1-contacted at her home. 

telephone number!—, u 

regarding the uu±y 12 , ±y/:J, fire at the Natl on a J Par-, 

sonnel Records Center, 9700 Page Boulevard, |_| 

provided the following informations 

_|said that she had been working at the 

National Personnel Records Center since August 23 . 1967, 
S he stated that she has been working in the capacity of 
a! Itnd was working on the second floor 

4 - 12:30 AM shift on July 11 , 1973. She said that she 
was assigned to clean the area in the vicinity of the 
Information Desk to the first hreftKAwny. She Said her 
| | | |stated that it 

\raa Q hont am TjhAn she put nflr gftJt on the elevator 

and pressed the first floor button. I ^ stated that 

this was the fast freight elevator but instead of going 
down, the elevator went to the 6 th floor. She said at 
that time she was met bv a mrai ip of wo rkers, of which she 
only recognized [ .phonetic). 

I I stated that the actions of this group 

of workers would not have indicated that they were aimre 
of a fire because there was casual conijm ml 

the elevator d escended to the first floor. I » 

that she knows | I to be a conscientiousH^^p 

and was certain that ne would have sounded the alarm lr 
he knew the building was on fire. 

She said after putting her equipment up she 
prepared to leave. She said that she signed out on the 
book which she normally signs out on and was waiting to 
be relieved. She said that she was at the east side of 
the building naar_th£_exit which she described as being 
the back door. I I sald there was no guard at the 

door and she thought this was unusual. 

I Irecalled that she was standing with 

several other employees and was approached by a person 


Interviewed on. 


P Sj 
f £*Si 


7/12/73 
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she knows as| |who is a white male and lives in 

Weldon Springs, Missouri. She said he was shouting_ 

11 Get the guard, get the guard, there*s a fire**# | 

said that she was not sure whether he said there 1 13 a- 

fire or there is a fan on fire. 

I I said that| |is a hippie type person 

and the g eneral re action or me group was that he was 
kidding. I I then left the building at w hich time 

she was met by her daughter | |who was 

going to drive her home. 


I I sald that her daughter was glad to see 

her and mentioned that she had seen hat the building was 
on fire and, wag thankful that her mother was out of the 
building. | I then said that she and her daughter 

drove to her sister*s house which is in the vicinity of 
the National Personnel Records Center, and decided to 
stop there. 

I "k dvised that during her tour of duty 

she did not notice any strangers in the area and she 
did not notice any flamable liquids. Furthermore, she 
said she had never heard anyone threatening to destroy 
the National Personnel Records Center. 


to 


JCVu 


1 /V..H 


ng descriptive information pertains 


Sex 

Race 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Date of birth 
Social Security # 


Female 

Negro 

120 

Brown 

Black 


b7C 
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 

MAY I MI EDITION 

QSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : 

SAC, ST. LOUIS 

(52-4896) P 

date: 7/14/73 

FROM : 

SA 




subject: 

MAJOR FIRE 
HPRC-M 

7/12/73; 

DGP - POSSIBLE 
(00: ST.LOUIS) 

ARSOE 




Adninistration [ 
St. 


On 7 /14/73 


General Services 
who has been in 
Louis on location at tba racord cantar aInca the 


, 


start of tba fire, telephonically contacted tba St. Louis 
Off ICS an d advised that he S« calved Infftrattinn thmt a 
nan nanad | | telephone nunbar \ I in 

St. Lo uis, was an ey e-witness to the origin of captioned 
fire. | Idid not have any ad ditional inforna~ 

tion concerning | | or exactly what I 1 

. rsaid ha would turn 


supposed to have witnessed 


what 

_ b ald ha would 

this information over to his investigators, but also 
wanted to furnish tba infor ^tinn to us so that id could 
be ascertained exactly what |knew about the natter. 


LEADS 


b7C 


ST. LOPIS PIVIS10W 

AT ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Locate and intervi ew 
telephone numberT j 


through 



St. Louis 
MED; pr k 
( 2 ) 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. TO 

MAY 19S2 EDITION 

CSA FI»MR (« CFR) 101-11.* 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 

: SAC. ST r.OrtTS _ P 


(Attn: SA| 


FROM 

: sJ 




date: 7 / 14/73 


subject: UNSUBS; 

MAJOR FIRE-NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER- 
MILITARY (NPRC-M), 

ST LOUIS, MISSOURI 

7/12/73 

DGP-POSSIBLE ARSON 


00: STLOUIS 


On 7/14/73 SC 


ttViQ r> nmrm 


[ 


f-- 

"ladvised 

that he 

tion with|_ 


| phone 


ter center at the NPRC (4th floor), in which 
[expressed strong opinions regarding the prob¬ 


ability that arson was responsible for captioned fire* 

| ^advised that since he did not know who had been 

interviewed in this matter, he felt that this information 
should be given to the agents interviewing Center personnel. 


b' 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : S/)t St- P DAra: 7-'-3-?3 

FROM : 5 ft 

SUBJECT, - 
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k G P - at jT^. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/16/73 


I I Missouri. was contacted at his residence by Special 

Agent | (concerning the fire that occurred 

at the Rational Personnel Record# Center ■ Milita ry 
(NPRC-M) on the evening of July 11, 1973. | l advised 

that he had been rpnlrrra * 1 ^pr>T»rf center since 

May 15, 1973, as a | | working on special 

projects. Re works in a group of approximately 19 others 
who are primaril y colle ge students and who were hired 
for the suMir. I I said on July 11, 1973, he began 

working at 4:00 PM in the afternoon and completed his 
tint on the second floor of the building at 12:30 AM. 

I I explained that at approximately 12:10 AM he and 

other nembers of his group left the second floor and 
proceeded to the first floor of the building to put 
away their files pnbr to leaving. Upon re turning to 
the second floor at approximately 12:25 AM I [ advised 

he smelled smoke on the second floor and noticed it was 
visibly smoky. At that time he was told by his supervisor b7C 

that a fire ha d occur red in the building and he left 
the building. | ( said that the only time he had 

left the second floor was to go to the fifth floor snamk 
bar about 8:00 PM for his usual even±ng_hneak. During 
his period of work on July 11, 1973 | said he saw 
nothing unusual, noticed no strange individuals in his 
work area and was not aware of anyone who might be capable 
of or desirous of destroying the building by fire. 

._fin leaving the building after being told of the 

fire.l [left the area and returned to his residence. 

I l advised if he heard of any information that might 

shed some light on the possible circumstances of the fire 
he would contact the FBI. 


The following information was obtained from 
observation and interview; 


Name: 

Address: 

Telephone number: 



□ 


T3T 


Louis 


7/12/73 St. Louis, Missouri SL^52-4856 / %£T' 


SA 



7/16/73 
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Marital status: 
Occupation: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Hair: 

Other: 


Single 

Student, University of Mis¬ 
souri at Columbia, majoring 
in political science 
White 
Male 
5 f 10" 
i an 

■ ' 1 b 

M issouri 

Black (long ); mustache 
Wears glasses 


2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/16/73 


r 



Missouri. was contacted at his residence, 


by SA | |concerning the fir© that occurred 

at the flaxionajL rSrsonnel Records Center - Military 
(NPRC-M) on July 11, 1973, and furnished the following 
information: 


I ^ advised that he has ^JTTTrn HTlnTffl hi—the 

record center since May 14, 1973 as a | l and 

he works on special projects-on the, second floor ox the 

building* On July 11, 1973,_I stated he reported to 

work at 4:00 PM and worked tke shiTt 4:00 to 12:30 AM. 

I 1 advised he had not been to any of the upper floors 

during this work period and that he h ad noticed nothing 
unusual during this period* | [ said that at approx¬ 

imately 12:15 he w£%t" to the first floor of the building 
to sign out and upon returning to the second floor at 
approximately 12:30 AM he saw firemen entering the 
building and smelled smoke* He left the building and 
observed on the south side of the building approximately 
two-thirds of the way down towardssoutheast corner 
flames coming out of the windows. | said that he 

stayed and watched the fire for approYi—teiy two hours 
tsfore returning to his residence. 1 said he knew 

of no one that he had come in contact witn who mi ght be 
capable of or desirous of destroying the NPRC-M. I \ 

advised that if any information comes to his attention which 
might shed some light on the cause of this fire, he would 
contact the FBI. 


b7C 


The following information was taken from ob¬ 
servation and interview: 


Name: 

Residence: 
Telephone number: 
Occupation: 


, =1 

I St* Louis 

i - 1 

Student, Parks College, St. 
Lo uis. Missouri, majoring 
ini 


7/12/73 St. Louis, Missouri lb r S L 5 2-4656^ 


SA 


(/ " - 

cw 


7/16/73 
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Race: 

Sex: 

Marital status: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 


White 

Male 

Single 

5*11" 

175 

Blonde 

Blue _ 

i ■ I 

Missouri 


b'7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/16/73 


,_ [ _ 

I l llmurl. — br BA. I | 

onJulyw, 1173, cotetrnlBf ths fire that occurred at 
the Matloam! Perso nnel Reco rds Canter - Military (MPRC-H) 
o n July 11. 1973. | [ advised ha haa been employed as 

a I I at the records ftiitnr May 15, 1973, 

and works an apacial projects. | | stated that he 

works oa the second floor of the bmlldisg and on July 
11, 1973, only left the second floor once to go to the 
fifth floor smack bar at approximately 3:00 PM for a 
break. I I advised that he has never bean cm thr 

sixth floor of the record center building* | | 

advised ha first became aware of a fire when at approx- 
imately 12:20 AM he smelled smoke on the second floor. 

Me went outside and saw flames coming out o f sixth fl oor 

windows os the south side of the building. | | k 7 C 

then retwrnmL-hflne to his residence at approZTSXTTTy 

1:30 AM. | I advised he had never observed anything 

unusual prior to July 11, 1973 at the records center or 

during his work shift on July 11, 1973 and that he knew 

of no one who might be interested in o r capable of 

destroying the record center building. | ~~| advised 

that if any information came to his attention that might 

shed some light on the cause of the fire he would contact 

the FBI. 


The following information was taken from ob¬ 


servation and Interview: 
Name: 

Residence: 
Telephone number: 
Occupation: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Marital status: 


St. Louis 


Student, University of Mis¬ 
souri, majoring in business 
administration 
White 

Male 

Single 


7/13/73 


St. Louis, Missouri 


b. 


SA 


r. V- 

cw 


, r - SI^52-4856 77 

7/16/73 


.ir-TL r.pi.> rn-i!h v tv . ig r-- nj •: I 


rh- : I !l ly I: - n i ■ l ' ll 'hi. • ■i:iG loaned lO you. ugirliLy; 
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Date of birth: 
Place of birth; 
lair: 

Kyee; 

Belght: 

Weight: 



Brown 

5*10" 

150 


b / C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN V E STIG ATIO N 


7/17/73 


number [_ 


following 1 b formation: 


telephone 
] was interviewed ana furnished the 


however A 



was employed as a 

1 

Records Center. 4300 Goodfellow for g 


3 


b' 


I-1 


stated that he was not aware that there 
was a fire at the record center on Page Avenue until the 
late morning of July 12, 1973, when he drove his brother 
I I to the record center. His brother had wanted to 
have his Army general discharge changed to honorable 
so that he could either get a Job as a custodian at that 
record center or re-enter the Army* His brother has only 
a fifth grade education and has been unable to get a job. 

I [ believed that his brother received the general 

discharge because he has asthma and_gan_unal>le to keep 
up with the physical requirements. | | understood 

that his brother had been told two or three weeks previously 
by someone in the Army to take his discharge papers to the 
record center where a lady there would change one of the 
qu^wb for him so he could get a job. Vhen they arrived 
at the record center they noticed that it was on fire 
and that the police were turning people away from it so 
they returned home* That was the first time that! 
has been to the record center on Page Avenue. 


II, 


advised that at between 6:00 or 7:00 PM 
on July rr; 1973 , he drove his car to the place wher e his 
girlfri end was babys itting. His gir lfriends name isI 
| | date of birth \ I who lives at 




_(frequently babysits for h 

Jdbes not know but who lives on f 


, | Missouri. Telephone number | | 

[frequently babysits for her aunt whose name 




] approximately 


7/13/73 


b7C 


St. Louis, Missouri 


SL 52-4856 


SA 

SA 




7/17/73 


1 












SL 52-4856 


one block south of 
side of the streetT it is 
painted red with a green screen door* 


Her house is on the vest 
a single family dwell ing r 

id not 


know the telephone number there. 

l andl 


Iwftll ; 


[ 


idr 


then went for a ride in 
his car. They stopped at the house of some friends 
and played cards for a little while. Then they stopped 
at a nhin«M Hastaurant on the corner of Natural Bridge 
and|land got ta ke-outs. This was around 8:00 
or »:uu pm • He then drove] pack to her aunt’s 

place and they stayed there ior quite a while. Bt 
aunt and the children were at home at that time. 


then returned to his home at around midnight. Atl- 

1:00 A M on July 12. J L973 f he went out ty^ pick up a friend 


b' 


of hisj. 


Jwho is 


He knew1 
-Ito 1 


center on 4300 Goodfallow. 

had worked there. He tookf_ 

vised was onl 

worked th y 5:00 to 1:30 AM sfr ift. 
number Is 
bed. 


at the record 
"prom when he 

hie hnle mfaich h 


1 


ad- 


i 


(telephone 

then want Home and went to 


I 


_ 

knows T 

I as another 

“-1 

working at 4300 Ooodfellovl 


i He 

described him as al 


__J 




_rL 

_ 


_J. Me oeixeves 




drives a 1970 Dodge Charger, black over purple, 
does not know anyone who drives either a blue Vo 
or a green 1967 Chevrolet. 


kswagen 


The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Date of birth: 


Negro 

Male 

6* 4" 
140 


2 
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Place of birth; 
Mother; 

Father: 

Brother: 
Automobile: 


Arrests; 


| | same address 

uecease3 

I I 

19*# 01demobile Cutlass, 
black vinyl over white. 
Missouri license I I 

None admitted 


b7C 


3 




federal bureau of INVESTIGATION 


7/17/73 


1 I telephone number 

I _|wag Interviewed and furnished the following 

information; 


lis employed as a 


at the 
Branch, 

She is 


National Personnel Records Center, Military 
where she works the 4:00 PH to 12:30 AM shift, 
temporarily assigned to a special project inv plving 
the relabeling of files on the second floor, 
works on the first floor and corrects errors 
and military service numbers discovered by 


working In the files on the second floor, 
not on the sixth floor at all on the evenlrig hi 


an names 
the clerks 


was 

uly 


11 , 1973, and was not aware that there was a fire there 
until approximately 12:25 AM when she went to a stair¬ 
way in the center of the building to walk up to the 
second floor where she would normally exit at the west 
end. As she was approaching the stairway, she observed 
a guard who she recognized but whose name she does not 
know, walking toward the elevator. She asked him if he 
was going to take the elevator and if so she would ride 
with him as far as the second floor. He responded yes, 
he was going to see about a fire. When the elevator 
came and the door opened, they saw that the elevator 
was filled with smoke. When the smoke disappeared, 
they got on it and she got off the elevator at the 
second floor. When she left the building at 12:30 from the 
east exit she looked back, however, could not see any 
fire. She saw one fire truck parked by the building. 


b7C 


I |advised that she had not heard any 

discussion or threats concerning the desire of anyone 
to set fire to the building. She had heard of several 
small fires which have occurred in the past, including 
some in the files but had no knowledge that these fires 
had been Intentionally set. The most recent fire that 
she recalled occurred early this year in which four file 
boMes caught on fire on the second floor. 


7/16/73 

SA 


Jennings, Missouri 


A. 


hew 


SL 52-4856 
7/17/73 










SL 52-4856 


The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Ha me: 



Race: 

Hegro 


Sex: 

F«*»le 


Height: 

5'8" 


Weight: 

200 


Date of birth: j 



2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/17/73 


I was 

Information: 


.nterviewe< 


telephone number 
the following 


|_jreceived a general discharge under 

honorable conditions from the Army on December 19, 1972. 
He had b een stationed at Fort Leona rd Wood. Missouri. 

knitted that he had astfaiaJ I 


- 1 _| On the morning of July 12, 1973, 

_|called the operator and obtai ned telephone number 

he thinks was for the Army recruiters I 

I He called 

that number and talked to a Sergeant in the Army who 
recommended that he t ake his d ischarge to the record 
center at 97## Page* | |has lost this telephone 

number and canmmfccmfctmLr xme name of the person that he 
was supposed to see at the record center. Since l 

nnt have a driver’s license, he got his brother, 

_ I to drive him out to the record center late that 

morning. When they got there they saw thAt it was on 
fire and that policemen were keeping people out so that 
they then returned home. That was the first time that he 
knew the center was on fire. 



at the Army and in fact hoped to re-enter the Army or 
obtain some kind of other Government employment. 

When asked whether l I brot herl 

was at home on the evening of July 11, 1973 J" 


7/13/73 


$t. Louis, Missouri 


SL 52-4856 



7/17/73 











SL 52-4856 



yes, he was sure he was* He was certain, that_ 

|was at hOM all night* When asked what he,|_ 
was doing that evening* he explained that he had gone to 
sleep at 7:00 PH and slept through until the morn ing. 

He was nevertheless sure that his brotherl bras at 

home all night. 1 1 


The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: b/c 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Height: 

Height: 

Service number: 


Discharge: 

Arrests: 
Automobile: 


Negro 

Male 


r 


stationed 


150 

Army_ 

at Port Leonard Wood 
General, under honorable 
conditions, December 19, 1972 
None admitted 
None 


Z 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/17/73 


I I telephone 

number | I wag interviewed and furnished the 

Hollowing Information: 


Is 


loyed as a 


at 


the National Personnel Records Center, Military Branch, 
where she works the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM shift. She is 
temporarily assigned to a special project involving the 
relabeling of files on the second floor and the correction 
of errors noticed by clerks working there, errors in the 
name or service numbers. When these errors are noticed, 
the files are taken down to the first llaan-where she 


works and where she corrects th 
employed as a[ 


L .T 


_jis normally 

nian on tho first floor. The 


1 including herself 


special project involves 
and three supervisors wording on the first floor and 17 
clerks and one supervisor working on the second floor in 
the files. 


During the evening of July 11, 1973, work went 
as usual and she was not aware that a fire had broken out 57 C 
until she left the building at 12:30 AM and saw a fire truck 
outside. She saw the firemen talking to the guards and 
observed that the firemen had not yet started to spray 
water into the building. She did not notice the fire her¬ 
self although she did not look for it. 

j ^had not been on the sixth floor at all 

that evening ana advised that none of the clerks working 
on this project would have any reason to go on that floor. 

She has not heard any talk about anyone planning to set 
fire to the building and has no idea as to what might 
have been the cause of the fire. 

The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Name: I 

Race: Negro 


7/16/73 


Northwoods, 


Missouri 


Si, 52-4856 & 


SA 


cw 


7/17/73 










Sh 52-4856 


Sex: 

Height: 

Height: 

Date of birth: 


Fe*ale 
5 ♦6” 
121 _ 


b7 


2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN V ES TIG A TfON 


7/17/73 


number! 


was interviewed and xurnis 


l 


following information: 


telephone 
ed the 


I l ie a I I at the National Per¬ 

sonnel Records Center, Military Branch, where he works 
on the west end of the fifth floor , general office area, 
on the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM shift. I I ras not on 

the sixth floor at all on July 11, 1973. At approximately 
12:15 AM he took his cart down to the first floor storage 
room. At that time he had not heard any mention of a 
fire or smoke in the building nor had he seen any. 

At 12:25 AM he changed clothes and was ready to leave 
whsn he smelled smoke. Also at that time another custodian 
who he did not know and who had apparently exited the 
building at the east end, came around to hie exit at the 
west end and told the people at that exit to call the 
guards and tell them to shut off the big exhaust fans in 
the windows on the sixth floor because there was a fire 
there. Since there were no guards near the exit where this 
occurred, this custodian was told to return to the east 
exit where there was a guard. At approximately 12:30 AM 
he left the building. When he looked up he saw some 
smoke. When he got into his car and drove away he could 
see that all of the sixth floor windows on the south side 
were red from the flames. 


I I is not aware of any threats or discussions 

by other individuals to set fire to the building. He is 
not aware of any fires occurring there within the past 
several months. 


The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Name: |_ 

Race: Negro 

Sex: Male 

Height: 5'10" 


7/12/73 

SA 


St. Louis, Missouri 


SL 52-4856 


cw 


7/17/73 




1 '■ i i• ■) . . r: : tr 1 1 C ■' 1 r •'• j in \ fiPitV 1 **; 

;i jrrj : I ! i..'nJe '■!* :jf" h - 
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180 

Black 

Brown 


Weight t 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

Date of birth: 


2 
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7/17/73 


I I telephone 

number ! I wag interviewed and furnished the 

following information: 

q l j GSA Custodial 

IcuMLuaim ubrflonnel working 
the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM shift at the National Personnel 
Records Center, Military Branch. Ther e are ap proximately 
30-35 custodians who work that shift. I j uts worked 

at the record center for 29 years. The night of July 
11, 1973, was routine. There were no special problems, 
no persons absent and he did not see any strangers in 
the building. He worked in his office on the first floor 
until approximately 11:20 PM when he left to talk to all 
of hi« ni«t.nrHni nprammoi had been told by the 

__ I that as a result of a recent 

inspection ne was to remind all custodial personnel to 
return their carts and mops to the storage room on the 
first floor and especially to empty those carts of all 
paper, throwing the paper away in the large receptacle 
outside. He contacted these people on each floor and 
■ nrrlve d at the sixth floor at approximately 11:25 PM. 

I I was only there for five minutes or less. The , 

Torkers he had on that floor at that t.iie wwvp fP MTnl 

I I and | I then 

returned to the guard omce on the second floor where he 
stayed until approximately 11:45 when he returned to the 
first floor cart storage area to wait for the custodians 
to return. By 12:15 AM all of the carts were in. 

| Af —^:20 AM | the fourth floor, east 

| cam e in and said that he had smelled smoke 
upstairs. | |then walked to the f j i n o t fl oor c mnrH 

office at tne east end to tell them. | [(FNU)| | 

wmmt up to che ck on i t. At 12:30 AM most of the custodians 
left, however, | Ikept four or five of them at the 

request of his l [ had 

requested that a few custodians remain in case there were 
extra cleanup efforts from the fire. At 12:45 AM he 
received another call from I lgiving them permission 


7/12/73 


Bel Ridge, Mo. 


Sh 52-4856 



7/17/73 


i-i ii •oontf'J lo yea" 










SL 52-4856 


to leave, 
hazards on 
the cause 


_Jwas not aware of any particular fire 

the sixth floor and could not guess ae to what 
of the fire was. He had not heard of any threats 
frow anyone to set the fire and he had full faith in all 
of the persons working for his. He has never had any 
serious problems with any of the*. Of those which work 
on the s ixth floor the only one he knows that smokes IS 


I 


b7C 


Building rules require that the lights be turned 
off on the sixth floor except when someone is working in a 
particular area. There is no smnking permitted in the 
file area. The pedestal fans are turned off at the end of 
every shift although the big exhaust fans in the windows 
always remain on. 


The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Name: 



Race: 

Negro 


Sex: 

Male 


Height: 

5*6* 


Weight: 

125 


Date of birth: 


“I 

Place of birth: 

_ 

_| Kansas 


Service number: Army, 373 76 523, discharge 

honorable, received February 
17, 1946 


2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7-18-73 


On Tulv 16- 1973. 

lofl 

ion 


Missouri, telephone | 



was interviewed at ms residence and supplied the following 
Informationi 


b7C 


I I advised that he had contacted this office early 

in the day to request that two Agents come to his residence, 
whereupon he would furnish them what he believed to be 
the facts and the person responsible for setting the 
fire at the Military Records Center, 


|” Stated that in 1954 while employed 

at the North Little Rock. Arkansas. Veterans Administrati on 
(VA) Hospital j ~ I 

hear ing which took place at the Veterans Hospital . I I 

Ifitarfifi that hft wafl brought up on charges by a| 1 

lof the hospital for allegedly spreading 


rumors about al 


1 and 


a] 


1 


alleeedl 

]made statements i 

t*n the fit feet that| 


and | t 

vere homosexuals. 

| J advises aitnougn 



he was completely ftyoneratftri. h&. fg<*1s np>yp>rrhp>1p.qfi 
because the names of| and I I were 


mentfcned in the minutes or ms hearing, to th e effect that 
they were homosexuals, he feels ! I mav be responsible 

for the fire at the Record Center. 


I H went f urther into detail to explain that 

in view of the fact that I 

a part of his permanent record f he felt that ! 
would attempt to destroy his record in an 
any record of his homos exual relationship with | 
at that time, |Ifurther advised that shortly alter 
the hearings toofc place in 1954, a fire broke out in a 
portion of the hospital which housed the permanent 
records of the employeesJStates the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation <*FET7 investigation subsequentl y 
followed and was handled poorly by the FBI, | | 

went on to say that as a result of the poor nanaung of the 
investigation an innocent man was placed in a mental 
institution for some 15 years and charged with the arson 
which took place at the hospital. further stated 


Interviewed on 


7-16-73 


ot Florissant, Mo. 



F „S| , 52-4856 


Dote dictated 


7-17-73 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of t he FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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that: he believed 
hospital at that 

atte“ 

witiL 


at the 


time, was res perns it>ie ror tne tire in an 
nr t-n fiaat-rnir arm r o y ord which mentioned his relationship 

J states that when he informed 


b7< 


the FBI Agents «ho investigated the fire at that time as 
to his suspicions i he states he was advised by the 
investigating Agents that he was not to make mention nf 
any thing regard ing homosexual relations between \ 
and | | on direct orders from J. EDGAR HUUVEK. 

I went on to explain that because his 

permanent record Is stored at the record center located at 
9700 Page Boulevard» he was certain that[ 


started the fire at the record center in an attempt to 
destroy his record of employment at the VA hospital which 
contained the minutes of the hearing. 


regarding nimseiti 


upplied the following personal information 


Race 

Sex 

Age 

Employment 


Telephone (work) 


White 

Male 

59 years h7C 


Me Donnell Aircraft 
Hornnrati on as 1 

—i 
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FD-36 (Rev . 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 


F B I 

Date: 7/18/73 


PLAIN TEXT _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


TELETYPE 


URGENT _ 

(P riority) 


TO : DIRECTOR 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-^856) 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST 0 LOUIS. 

RE ST. LOUIS TELETYPE, 7/17/73. 

ALL BUREAU PROPERTY REMOVED FROM BUREAU SPACE, NPRC-M, 

INSTANT DATE. BUILDING EVACUATED DURING PROCESS DUE TO SHIFTING 
OF ROOF, AND FEAR OF IMMEDIATE COLLAPSE REMAINDER 6TH FLOOR. 

BUREAU OF STANDARDS DETERMINED ROOF SHIFTED 7 INCHES DURING 

c f- 5 74^ 9 

NIGHT AND BUREAU^* TAKING CORE SAMPLINGS FROM CEILING OF 5TH 
FLOOR TOWARD FURTHER DETERMINATION OF DAMAGE. CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS 
NOT STARTED DUE TO SAFETY FACTORS AND NO INDICATION AS TO WHEN 
CLEAN-UP WILL START. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISED 
OF ANY PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. P 
END 

St. Louis 
:lhc 

(1) 

____—- - - ~~ - s- h 


SEARCHED * —- 

sEm.m.n7 


J U ED 


v_ 






- 4 i 


F B I 

i■'ate: 7/19/73 


Transmit the following in 

Via TELETYPE 

TO: DIRECTOR 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4S56) 


PLAINTEXT 


Type in [iluinte 



MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON, OO: ST. LOUIS 


REBlfFEL TO ALL OFFICES, 7/12/73. 

BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE ALL OFFICES THAT FORMER FEDERAL 
EMPLOYEE CIVILIAN RECORDS ARE MAINTAINED IN SEPARATE BUILDING THAT 
WAS NOT AFFECTED BY FIRE. ALL OFFICES SHOULD BE NOTIFIED TO CONTINUE 
TO REQUEST CIVILIAN RECORD CHECKS BY ST. LOUIS. ST. LOUIS WILL ADVISE 
BUREAU WHEN MILITARY RECORD CHECKS CAN BE RESUMED. 

END. 


P 

Vj 



S' i 





(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Juty 19, 1973 Cmuy/S 1 , phn, grmaftsri—5A 

U.S. urged to pay 
[forfirefighting at 
records center 


U.S. Rep. James W. Sym~ 
in g ton (Dem.), St. Louis 
County, has asked the federal 
General Services Administra¬ 
tion to reimburse 28 area fire 
districts for their costs in 
fighting the massive fire at 
the 'Military Personnel Rec¬ 
ords Center in Overland t^st 
week. 

In a letter to Arthur 
Sampson, GSA acting admin¬ 
istrator, Symington said the 
fire placed "an extreme and 
t unexpected burden on the 
| fire-fighting community in St. 

I Louis County.” 

v "Since the records center Is 
federal property,” Symington 
said, "it has never been sub¬ 
ject to any fire district tax or 
levy. Nevertheless, as soon as 
the fire was reported, every 
piece of fire-fighting equip- 
m e n t from the Community 
Fire Protection District and 
every man employed by t^e 
district immediately respoi 
ed to battle the blaze aid 
s save the records of millions 
of veterans.” 

SYMINGTON ADDED that 
tbecause of the expense in 
fuel, "man hours and damaged 
equipment the Community 
Fire Protection District “may 
have to hold a bond Issue to 
pay for the losses it has in¬ 
curred fighting this fire.” 
Twenty--seven other fire de¬ 
partments 'Joined in battling 
the fire, he said. 

"This is severely unjust fo 

[ the local taxpayers involv 
Symington said, adding he 
Heves "the responsibility |>r 
this matter clearly belongs’to 
the federal government, not 
the local taxpayer and prop¬ 
erty owner.” 


tffhe records center, unlike 
Jefferson Barracks VA Hospi¬ 
tal in South County, ne^ 
hL paid a fee or tax for fire 
pfttection, Symington said. 
While the GSA probably has 
no legal obligation to pay for 
the fire-fighting expenses, he 
said, consideration should be 
given to these "corrective 
measures”: 

—U.S. government re i m- 
f bursement to the 28 fire jiis- 

i tricts for losses incurredl 
* fighting the records c e 



red! in f 
n tV r | 

, re tax *4 


■fire. 

-GSA payment of fit 
to the Community Fire Pro¬ 
tection District on an annual 
basis, based on assessed val¬ 
uation of the property. 

“IT APPEARS that the rec¬ 
ords center was not in com¬ 
pliance with the existing fere 
codes” of Overland, lackinl a 
complete sprinkler s y s t eyn 
which "certainly would hate 
helped to contain the blfeAe 
and minimize the loss of rec- 
tjords,” Symington said in his 
letter to Sampson. 

A GSA spokesman here said 
Wednesday the records center 
had a partial sprinkler sys¬ 
tem on the first through fifth 
floors but none on the sixth 
floor, where the fire was con¬ 
centrated. He said when the 
building was constructed li¬ 
brarians did not favor sptin- 
ler systems because of felrs 
the sprinklers would be let 
ff accidentally and c a u ■ e 
ater damage to files Mid 
records. 


However, t h e spokesman 
&aid, that thinking h« 
Ranged in recent years ar 
n evaluation had shown the 
sprinkler system was nee^ 
Id at the records center, 
had been "programmed for 
1975” in the sixth-floor area, 
he said. The heat of the fire 
did set off sprinklers on other 
floors, he said, but water 
damage was less than had 
been expected. 

Most employes of the firefl 
damaged irecords center hava 
been on administrative leava 
(with pay) since the fire* 
which began last Thursday 
and raged out of control more 
than 24 hours. Spokesmen for 
the GSA and Department of 

the Army announced Wednes¬ 
day that "'permaoeut, full¬ 
time temporary, summer-hire 
and summer-aid and civilian 
personnel (assigned to duty at 
the records center will continj 
ue to be on administrative 
leave through July 25, exet 
for those called to work or 
essential projects. 

j--— 
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7/19/73 


AIRTEL AIRMAIL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, STT. LOUIS (32-4956) P 

SUBJECT: MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL 

RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (KPRC-M) 

7/12/73 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

OO: St. Louis 

Re SL tel to Bureau, dated 7/18/73. 

In connection with the captioned natter, the 
following Information Is set forth in order to assist 
the Bureau In evaluating the current situation at the 
military records center in St. Louis. Some preliminary 
information Is included as to what npw appears the future 
of military records kept at the captioned facility. 

Before describing operations at the records 
center, however, some idea of the magnitude of this 
facility should be set forth. The Center m e a su res 728 
feet long by 282 feet wide. It contains 1,349,148 square 
feet of floor spmce, and in volume is slightly larger 
than the Empire State Building in New York City. 

An adjoining cafeteria known as Building 101 
comfortably seats 800 persons at one time. As viewed 
externally, the building is of concrete slab construction 
with narrow bands of concrete block separating each floor. 
The balance of the exterior surface on its four sides is 
covered by more than seven acres of glass windows. While 
a part of the first and second floors were equipped with 
automatic sprinklers, these were not set off by the fire. 
The balance of the building was not equipped with such 
devices. No smoke sensing, or other fire detecting devices 
were included in the building when constructed in the early 
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1950*8 at a cost of $12,574,850. Attempts to have a 
sprinkling system installed after the building was 
complete were rejected by GSA as too costly. A punch 
clock system installed several years ago to insure 
appropriate guard circulation has not been utilised since 
the creation of the Federal Protective Service which now 
guards the building. 

A complete inventory of government property in 
the building at the time of the fire, apart from archives, 
has not been made: however, the fourth floor contained 
huge co mpu ters valued at $1,290,000. They were used by 
the Army for handling of payrolls and for locating records. 
The GSA also operated a large computer for locating 
records on the ground floor of this building. Damage 
assessments to this equi pmen t have not been made. 

Cleanup operations have not yet started due to instability 
of the sixth floor, and other safety considerations. 

The records center, in terms of archives, 
contained approximately 63 million military records, 
stored on six floors. Twenty-three separate filing 
systems are utilised and are described as follows: 

The first floor is devoted to records receiving, 
GSA computer operations and general records center admin¬ 
istrative functions. No records are stored on this floor, 
but many thousands of records are being processed at 
any given time. Damage consists primarily of smoke 
and water damage. Since there is no power in the 
building, extent of damage to the GSA computer has not 
been determined. All record® on this floor should be 
recovered. 


The second floor is partially utilized for 
executive offices of the center manager, and the Commanding 
General of the United States Army Reserve Control Group 
which also occupies the fourth floor. Tenant agencies 
such as the FBI, Civil Service Commission and National 
Research Agency as well as personnel offices for both 
GSA and the Army Reserve are located here. Approximately 
one fifth of the floor space is devoted to those office 
spaces with the balance of approximately 224,000 square 
feet of floor space utilized for storage.of records in 
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the "registry”, "Army AX’’ systems, and He* Air Force 
registry. Records contained in registry include all 
Amy personnel without reserve obligation since 1900, 
and all other branches of service since 1964. (Army 
AX system includes only army records between 1960 and 
1964.) The Hew Air Force Registry contains fifths of 
discharged Air Force personnel since January 1, 1972, 

Hone of these records are filed by alphabet, SR or 
SSAH but rather by a registry number assigned to the 
record when it is received at the center. The 
registry number is then programmed to a computer, 
and once filed cannot be located without the assistance 
of the computer. Should a record be misfiled in this 
system, it is literally ’’lost forever”, to use the words 
of Center administration. 

The AX, registry, and Hew Air Force registry 
systems incurred minimal smoke and water damage. However, 
extremely high humidity requires that these records and 
their metal cabinets be chemically treated to prevent 
rot, mold, mildew and rust. 

Approximately 30 percent of the Bureau’s work 
was drawn from 9.5 million records located on this flbor. 

The third floor of the Center contained 400,000 
cubic feet of organizational records, which include 
unknown millions of individual records pertaining to 
various military organizational units, dependents medical 
records, officers clubs, etc. These files are not used 
by the FBI, as search for a specific document requires 
highly specialized knowledge, and le extremely time 
consuming. A recent GSA project to locate several army 
finance documents for a United States Attorney required 
three solid days of research by the entire unit estab¬ 
lished for this purpose. 

Also contained on the third floor are three 
and a half million personnel records in three systems 
identified as the Bureau of Havy Medicine and Surgery 
(Burned), Hew Havy Registry and Mew Army Registry. 

The Burned section contains about half of all 
Burned records, and are filed by alphabet, the balance 
having been moved to the fifth floor. 
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New Kavy and Hew Any Registry** represent 
all persons totally discharged froe those services 
since Janaary 1, 1972. These record* are highly 
restricted due to recent legislation relating to 
release of information involving person* who seek 
assistance for narcotics habits developed while in 
the service. These records have been minimally s m ok e 
and water damaged, bat are nome-the-less subject to 
toxic fogging and drying operations. T he s e three and 
a half million records produce approximately five percent 
of the Bureau's work at the center. 

The entire fourth floor is utilised by the 
United State* Army Reserve Control Group and Per so nnel 
Actoinistration Center. Two large computers are located 
on this floor, as are some four million personnel records 
for Army enlisted and officer personnel currently having 
a reserve obligation. While this section is not 
generally accessible to civilian personnel, it appear* 
to have been more heavily water damaged thgn the floor* 
below. Brig. General LOG IS PR0ST, Commander, ha* reportedly 
made arrangements for outside apace in which to carry 
on a<tainlstrative functions of the Control Group, which 
action was based on the belief that if the building can 
ever be reoccupied, it will not be ready for a year or 
more. Whether the records are to be moved, and to where. 

Is not now known, but they, too, will require processing 
for water and humidity damage. Approximately 20 percent 
of FBI investigations concern these files. 

The fifth floor contains about 15,700,000 
records in several systems known as Kavy World War 1, 

Kavy World War II, Kavy Post World War, MarlnsOCorps (MC), 
Marine Corps Officer, MC Fitness, MC Personnel, Wavy 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (Burned), Coast Guard, 

Navy Officer, Navy Fitness, Phillipine Army, and Air 
Force for the period prior to 1964. The latter were in 
the process of being moved from the sixth floor. Some 
of the oldest records in the center dating to 1885 were 
located on this floor. Since each of the above described 
systems are self-explanatory as to what records they 
contain, no farther description is being set forth other 
than to indicate that all Kavy, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard records for personnel discharged prior to 1964 are 
located on the fifth floor. All Kavy records of personnel 
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discharged since then are located in the registry system 
on the second floor, or in the New Navy Registry on the 
third floor. 

The 15,700,000 records on five are the source 
of about 15 percent of the FBI’s work at the center. 

Water damage to the fifth floor, while better than 
previously estimated, is still severe,primarily due to 
water running off the sixth floor. These records will 
also require extensive processing due to water and humidity 
damage. At th*s time it is planned to totally remove 
these records from the building to afford safe salvage and 
demolition operations on the sixth floor. A determination 
of the structural integrity of the fifth floor which 
requires the drilling of core samples and other engineering 
operations also requires the removal of these records. 

The sixth floor contained more than 20 million 
records in five systems identified as World War I, World 
War II, Post World War, Air Force (prior to 1964) and a 
section of Army New Registry referred to as 1973 Registry. 
With the exception of an insignificant percentage of 
1973 registry, the records on the sixth floor were 
totally destroyed. Salvage of any recants, if attempted, 
will take many years, and from the standpoint of utilization 
by the Bureau, they are totally lost. The sixth floor 
represented up to 30 peroent of Bureau work at various 
points in time, more than that amount during high NA and 
election activity. 

St. Louis is continuing to maintain liaison 
with records center officials in order to be appraised 
of all developments in planning for the future of the 
Renter, and disposition of remaining records. Plans 
for records tentatively scheduled to be removed from 
the fourth and fifth floors, but not yet made final, will 
be immediately brought to the attention of the Bureau. 

St. Louis is also attempting to determine what this office 
Will be pemitted, a s to future review of remaining 
records. It must be noted, however, that center employees 
are being placed on leave without pay, and there are no 
current plans for recall of employees other than those 
in key positions. Without adequate facilities and without 
personnel to make charge-outs and to refile, utilization 
of the records will not be Immediately possible, and may 
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not be available for aLlong tine to cone. 

It is estimated that removal of water fron 
the building alone will take three weeks, and that 
reclamation of the records cannot even begin until the 
safety of the building has been determined and the 
water removed. 

While a period of six months night bring 
limited access to sone records, a year or more would be 
nore nearly accurate. U8ARCPAC frsoprocending on the 
belief that a year will be required to aake the building 
occuptable. 

Depending on results of analysis of structural 
data developed thus far, that tine estimate nay be too 
optimistic, and a such longer period of time nay be 
more accurate if the building is found unstable. It 
should be noted that present planning does not include 
rebuilding of the top floor, which will make the building 
only a five story building. When the building is reopened, 
space, of course, will be at a premium. 

The above data is furnished the Bureau to 
provide insight as to the future of military records 
keeping in St. Louis, and of efforts being made by the 
St. Louis Division to determine how that future will 
effect the Bureau's procedures relating to review of 
military records. 
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Record center too damaged 
to hunt for arson evidence- 


Any possibility of finding 
physical evidence of arson at 
the Military Personnel Rec¬ 
ords Center in Overland, dev¬ 
astated by fire last week, was 
ruled out Thursday by the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion. 

'Six FBI agents who spent 
the entire day Tuesday amid 
the rubble on the sixth floor 
of the immense structure 
found d a m a g e so complete 
that f u r t h e r examination 
would be pointless,'Robert G. 
Kunkei, special agent in 
charge of the FBI office here, 
said in an interview,. 

“THE ONLY WAY we’ll 
Iver establish arson — if 
fiat’s what it was — will be 
through interviews, 1 ' Kunkei 
Jaid. 


He said more than SO per¬ 
sons who were in or near the 
building when the fire started 
last Thursday have been 
questioned and more i n t e «r- 
views are planned. 

The fire centered on the top 
floor of the six-story building, 

editorial on Page 164 

two blocks long and a block 
wide. The center held some 
56 million files on armed 
forces personnel, about 20 
million of them on the sixth 
floor. 

“A thorough examination of 
the sixth floor disclosed vir¬ 
tually complete destruction, 
at least 95 per cent of the 
records destroyed and only a 


small percentage of them par¬ 
tially salvageable,” Kunkei 
said. 

“We also located the proba¬ 
ble original site of the fire,” 
he said. 

“WE DETERMINED that it 
started near the center of the 
building, at a point buried un¬ 
der tons of concrete and two 
to three feet of wet, charred 
rubble from burned records. 

“Because of the collapse of 
the 10-inch-thick concrete roof 
in the area, a thorough exam¬ 
ination for evidence of arson 
will not be possible, 

“The original fire site is 
permanently inaccessible affti 
will be demolished as fie 
sixth floor is r e m o v e d py 
heavy construction eqla¬ 
ment.” 

Jhe roof shifted seven inch¬ 
ed T u e s d a y, Kunkei saidf 
“aid as of T u e s d a y night 
pdpple have been pretty much 
eracuated.” | 

HE NOTED THAT the rec¬ 
ords center, larger in floor 
space than the Empire State 
Building and second only to 
the Pentagon in size, was 
doused with 50 million gallons 
of water during the fire, 
which raged out of control for 
two days. 

Arson was considered a 
possibility because there have 
been about a dozen small 
fires in the building in the 
last two years, most of them 
started in wastebaskets, Kun¬ 
kei noted. 

40the<r possibilities being 
dmsidered, he said, are acdl 
cfcnt, spontaneous combustiot 
aid electrical faults. f 
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MAJOR FIR*, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTE° - MILITARY ' 

(MPRC-M) , DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON, 

00: ST. LOUIS. 

REflUTSL TO ALL OFFICES 7/12/73. 

FOP INFORMATION OF ALL OFFICFS FORMER F^pedaL jri*/jp LO vrr 
CIVILIAN RECORDS ARE MAINTAINED IN SEPARATE BUILDING THAT WAS NOT ? 

AFFECTED BY- FIRE. ALL OFFICES CONTINUE TO REQUEST CIVILIAN RECORD 
CHECKS BY ST. LOUIS. ST. LOUI c WILL ADVISE FBIHO WHEN MILITARY 
RECORD CHECKS CAN BE RESUMED. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, ST* LOUIS (52-4856) P 
FROM - 

SA 


subject: 

unsubs; 

MAJOR FIRE 

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - 

MILITARY 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

7-12-73 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 


7-16-73 

b7C 


On 7-12—73 flttp«nt« iprw fflirj fl to locate 

I Illinois * an 

address obtained from the Federal Records Center (FRC) 
9700 Page, St* Louis, Mo., with negative results. 


I I nf tha thngft arttj raai telephone 

number ! advised that 

she has lived at this address for approximately six weeks 
and that she had been informed by a neighbor that this 
residence had beefe vacant for approximately one year. 

She further adi/ised that she knew no one by the name 
of I I however, she herself was emnlnveri at .the 

Federal Records Center. interview with l I 

is the subject of a separate communication. She further 
advised that this residence had been purchased from 
Halloran Real E state. Cahokia. Illinois, telephone 337-5400 and 
that perhaps if||had had dealings with Halloran Real 
Estate they may oe aole to furnish a current address. 


revealed 


Inquiry at th^ rontreviUp police Department 
no record of 


I 


[ 


On 7-13-73J 

an emp loyee of FRC ana aisg a snop steward 
~'' "jwell and knew him to reside in the 


advised he anew 
St. Louis 


area and perhaps might have an address for him at his 
residence and if so, would furnish same at a later time. 
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LEADS 


THE ST. LOUIS DIVISION 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


Will continue efforts to locate I _ 

who was employed on the night shift on the evening of 
7/11-12/73. 


b7C 
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Identification Record Request 

FD-9 (Rev. 4-28-65) 


INSTRUCTIONS 


1. This form may be submitted in legible hand printing . 

2. Use separate form for each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

). Mafce effort to furnish FBI identification rtumher, 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number. 

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when FBI number not available. 


5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner 
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices 
which should receive copies of available records. 
Include carbdft of FD-9 for each office receiving 
copies and forward with original to Bureau. 

6. Do not fill in block in lower left comer . 


To: DIRECTOR, FBI 


Attention: Identification Division 


7~/£>~73 


ft* WAJQ# l-Wj WVOAififL t>£/?SOfiJA/ec C&Jfen~ 

mLtrAO.\/j &r. coof^mo. 7-/J1-73 

PoSSJ&Cg A/2SDAJ Field File No. 


Furnis h^ftte Known Identification Record of the Following: 




-tair Eyes 


Residence 

Sr tours, (V)o 


Complexion 


Age 

</S 


Fingerprint Classification 


Also Furnish: 

JSff Photo 

I I Fingerprints 

I 1 Handwriting Specimens 


Identifier at ion Division’s 

fyrOn basiv'of informati 
unablo^ro identify: 


Reply 

on furnished. 



^Criminal 

Files 


Civil 
I 1 File* 


All 

1 | Files 


I I Record Attached 

| | Photo Attached 

( | Photo Not Available 

| | Fingerprints Attached 

| 1 Handwriting Specimen Attached 


















> This line for LEFT MARGIS.t 


FBI 


O-fl (Rev. Tv 18-71) 


Transmit in___Via 

(Type in pi (tin text or code) 


(priority) 


TO\ SAC, Albany 

From: Director, FBI 

MILITARY RECORDS 

FBI NATIONAL ACADEMY MATTERS 


In view of the fire which caused heavy destruction of 
military records at St. Louis, Missouri, it will not be possible 
to check these records with regard to National Academy appli¬ 
cants for an indefinite period. 

It is not desirable to hold up the completion of an 
investigation for the check of these records. The Bureau will not 
accept this as a reason for delinquency. Upon the completion of all 
other investigation, submit the final results to FBI Headquarters 
with the notation that military records were not reviewed, if this 
be the case. 

In lieu of a review of the military records, you should 
request the applicant to produce his discharge and Form DD-214 for 
review by an Agent. In some cases, it will also be possible to 
verify the individual's military service by checking his Veterans 
Administration record. You should continue to check the Defense 
Central Indices of Investigations records through the Baltimore Divi¬ 
sion on all applicants with prior military service. 

2 - All Field Offices 


(Do not type below thie line.) 


- - fd . 
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July 14, 1973 


Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C» 


Dear Mr. Kelley: 


- m 

This letter relates to the fire at the Military Personnel Records 
Center, St. Louis County, which your agents are presently investi¬ 
gating. 


The attachments (5 pages) describe what I consider to be "hard evi¬ 
dence” relating to the origin of the fire* Reference is made to 
, one attachment, a copy of.the letter from Representative Rodino to 
Representative Hungate dated June 2$, 1973* • * b'?c 

The recording\described in my "Statement” (a copy herewith attached) 
was stored in/the Center. Twice before an effort has been made to 
destroy this recording by arson with extensive damage to government 
property . ' . _ 

There is one complication in regard to th£ investigation - the present 
agent-in-charge of the St. Louis FBI office. This individual, upon 
learning the details of this case and being a long time favorite of 
the late John Edgar Hoover, is very likely to do everything that he ‘ 
can to cover up. Surely you will remember that he was transferred 
to the St. Louis office by Acting Director Gray as a disciplinary 
action because of a cover up. 

Supervision of the investigation obviously should not be by this man 
and 1 urge you to take appropriate action. 


Very truly yours 




SEARCHED. 


.INDEX El 


nepresenoai/ive recer ftuuiriu. tir. 

1st. Louis Post-Dispatch 

JUL22 19 

1 Fort Lauderdale } Florida 


1 I Washington, D, C, 

I | Los Angeles Times 
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WILLIAM L. HUNGATE 
ETM OibthicT, Missouri 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
SMALL BUSINESS 

chairman, subcommittee oh 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 


1437 Rayvurn Builoi wo 
PHON fc 202-225-2B 38 


PWIV f v /“V JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

CDOltStCSiSl of tilt lamteo chairman, select subcommittee on 

** y REFORM op federal CRIMINAL LAWS 

House of &eptesentattfjes 
©3a$&fnfiton, 33.C. 20515 
June 29, 1973 


i 




| Missouri 



Dear 


In further reference to your letter regarding the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, enclosed is a letter 
I recently received from Chairman Rodino advising 
that yourj correspondence has been made a part of the 
records of the Committee on the Judiciary. 

With best wishes, I am 



WLH/mah 






S' 


PETER W. ROOIMO, 
VROLO D. DONOHUE. MASS. 

,CK BROOK 3, TEX. 

)tl£RT W. KASTENMElER, Wl«. 
>N TOWARDS, CALIF. 

ILL1AW U HUNCATE, MO. 

IMN • AS, JR., MICK. 

ISHL ERG, FA. 

.ROM WALD IE, CALIF. 

ALTER FLOWERS. ALA. 

«MES R. MANN, S.C. 

MR. 8. SARBANES, MD. • 

JMK F. 8 TIBER LING, OHIO 
EORGE E. OANIELSON, CAUF. 

obcrt f. or I nan, mass. 

KARLES B. RANGEL. N.T. 
ARBARA JOROAN, TEX. 

AY THORNTON. ARK. 

LIZABETH HOLTZMAN. N.Y. 
’AYNE OWENS, UTAH 
OWARD M EX VINSKY, IOWA 


JR. (M„! ’ r UAIRMAN 

EDWf 1*11 MUTCH IN SON. MICH. 
ROBEFlt MCCLORY, ILL. 

HENRY F. SMITH III, M.Y. 

Charles w. sandman, jr„ Hj. 

TOM RAILSBACK, ILL. 

CHARLES C. WIGGINS, CALIF. 
DAVID W. DENNIS, tNO. 
HAMILTON FISH. JR., N.Y. 

WILEY MAY HE, IOWA 
LAWRENCE J. HOGAN. MO. 
WILLIAM J. KEATING, OHtO 
M. CALDWELL BUTLER. VA. 
william s. Cohen, mains 
TRENT LOTT, MISS. 

HAROLD V. FROEHLICH. WIS. 
CARLOS J. MOORHEAD, CAUF. 
JOSEPH J. MAltAXtTI, H.J. 



(Emtgrcss; of ilje PmtefrJ^iates 

dxtmtuittcc mt fljc 3fuMctarg 
■Mouse of •KepreseitfaitOeB 
‘Sffaefjmgtim, JL0L 20515 


June 28, 1973 


GENERAL COUNSEL I 
JEROME M. ZEIFMAN 
ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL I 
GARNER J. CLINE 
COUNSEL, ’ 

JOSEPH FISCHER 
HERBERT FUCHS 
HERBERT E. HOFFMAN 
WILLIAM P. SMATTUCK 
ALAN A. FARKER 
JAMES F. FALCO 
MAURICE A. BARSOZA 
DONALD S, BENN 
FRANKLIN G. POLK 
ROGER A. rAULEV 
THOMAS E. MOONEY 
PETER T. STRAUB 
MICHAEL W. BLOMMER 
ALEXANDER S. COOK 
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Honorable William L. Hungate 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Bill: 

« 


Thank you for bringing to my attention correspondence 
from your constituent J I concerning 

difficulties he encountered with the F.*B. I. 


X want to assure you that 


correspondence has 


been made a part of the records of the Committee on 
the Judiciary. * 


Best regards. 


Sincerely, 

(yk&i 


PETER W. RODINO, JR. 
Chairman 


\ 


PWRjdc 
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i MissourJ 
June 20, 1973 1 


Representative" William L. Hungate 
9th District of Missouri 
House Office Building 
Washington, D* C* 20025 


Dear Mr* Hungate: 


It is my understanding that you are a member of the House Judiciary 
Committee which will very soon give consideration to legislation 
relating to the Federal Bureau of Investigation* 


It will be very much appreciated if you will give or forward this 
letter and its attachment to any member of the Judiciary Committee 
who may have an interest* 


The sordid case described in the attachment is known to many em¬ 


ployees. pas t and present, in the Bureau and among these is[ 


b 


Sincerely yours, 






Statement. 

1* In the period, 1946 to 1955, except for a year of service in 
the Korean War, 1 was chief librarian at the VA hospital, Worth 
Little Rock, Arkansas* In the course of an administrative hearing, 
which started in 1953 and continued into 1954, with every word 
being voice recorded, I was witness to the raw intimidation of the 
hospital personnel officer*, 

2* The recording of this administrative hearing, in the form of 
discs, was stored in the hospital administration building, an old 
brick end wood structure* Most of the testimonies relating to tho 
intimidation, despite a ruling to the contrary by the hearing com¬ 
mittee chairman, was deleted from the typed transcript of tho hear- 
ing. 

3* Within a short time there wore four incendiary fires at tho 
hospital with destruction of property valued at nearly $1,000,000* 
There were two efforts to destroy the hospital administration 
building* 

4« To me, and apparently to others, it was reasonable to assume 
that the recording^ housed in the hospital administration building 
were the target of the arsonist* 

f » 

5* A few days after tho first effort to burn the administration 
building I decided to make a visit to tho Little Rock-off ico of 
the FBI* Actually, I had already hau a brief conversation, at the 
hospital, with the two FBI agents who were investigating the fires* 

6* My opening statement (hereSji necessarily paraphrased) was 
this? W X believe that tho intimidation cf homosexuals io involved 
in the fires*” With that, the two secretaries who were typing in 
the office stopped v;ork and prepared to listen* Tho two agents 
asked that I go outside the office with them for a continuation 
of tho discussion* 

7* Outside the office, in the hall, I was not allowed to proceed 
further* "You are not the first hospital employee,** 1 was told, 

"to come to us with such a statement* V.’e have been directed by a 
high authority to make no investigation of any contention that tho 
intimidation of homosexuals is involved in the fires at tho hos¬ 
pital*” 

6m I made inquiry as to the identity of the "high authority” and 
was adviced that it was J« Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation* 

» 

9# The foregoing is, of course, nothing lose than tho obstruction 
of justice* 




10* This action on the part of J, Edgar Hoover resulted in the 
following* The F3I made no investigation whatever of ray contention 
(and the contention of others} that the target of the arsonist was 
the recording of the administrative hearing wherein the hospital 
personnel officer had been subjected to intimidation and identifi¬ 
cation as a homosexual♦ 

11* Additionally, there was no public identification of the per¬ 
sonnel officer - a friend of Hoover of long acquaintance - as a 
homosexual* i 

12. All in all, it was a cover up of a major scandal* 

13* I wrote a letter to Senator Fulbright in regard to the fore¬ 
going* 


14* My letter to Senator Fulbright resulted in my being called to 
the Little Rock office of the FBI for an "interview." 

15* I v/as told that Hoover was very angry in regard to the letter 
that I had written to Senator Fulbright. There were threats of 
action which would be taken against me if I wrote another letter 
In regard to the case* 

16. An effort was made, nevertheless, to convince me that the FBI 
had "solved” the.case. The agents were "suspicious" of several 
mentally 1 patients at the hospit al and» in p articular, 

I l a World War II veteran* | fiad, so I 

was told, "a criminal mind*" * 

17* Further, so I was told, they had asked that ! | be taken 

from the open ward where he was then assigned and transferred to 
the hospital f s maxim um securit y ward* The medical staff, citing 
the improvement that I I was making, offered objection to this 

request on the part of the FBI. 


1£* I protested against their "solution” of the case - pointing out 
that their action was a severe punishment for a man who in all prob¬ 
ability v/as innocent. My protest met v/ith ridicule. "The man is 
insane,” so I was told, "and woultin*t know whether he v/as in an 
open ward or locked up." I realized that these agents knew nothing 
abodt mental illness* 


19. 


spent the next fifteen years of his life. 


from January of 1955 to January of 1970, in the maximum security 
ward at the hospital. Indeed he was, as he has described those 
years, "a political prisoner.” 


20. Finally, after fifteen years of continuous effort, I was able 
to secure his return to an open v/ard* Incidental 1 v—T devoted a great 

deal of effort to establishing the fact that|_|had 

never before been accused of any crime* 
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UNITED^ STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


aS- 

v FPr 


FROM 


SAC, St. Louis (52-5856) 
Director, FBI 


date: July 20, 1973 


subject: MAJOR FIRE 

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - 
MILITARY (NPRC-M) 

JULY 12, 1973 

DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - 
POSSIBLE ARSON 
OO: ST. LOUIS 

Re St. Louis teletype dated July 18, 1973. 

Enclosed is one copy e ach of a letter dated July 14, 1973, 
and its enclo sures re ceived fro m 

Missouri | | - 

Review of Bureau files disclos ^ | was interviewed by Bureau 
Agents in connection with a Crime on Government Reservation investigation 
during 1954 involving a series of fires at the Ft. Roo ts Vet erans Adminis¬ 
trat ion Hospital . North Little Rock, Arkansas, where | ^ vas employed 
as a l I St. Louis ap pears t o be in possession of complete back¬ 

ground information regardin g | See your file 70-509. 

Letter received fron j [ be ing fo rwarded to St. Louis in view 
of captioned investigation. Receipt of | | letter not being acknowledged. 

1 - Little Rock (Enclosures - 5) (For info) 

Enclosures - 5 


Searched. indexed.~ 

SERIALIZEDZ^CrflLED 'T?## frr 

JUL22 1973 

4 








UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 


IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO 



DIRECTOR ST. LOUIS REGION 
US.CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
FEDERAL BUILDING 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 63103 


ST. LOUIS REGION 


COMMIItrtia MWOUfll. KANSAS, MfrUSKA. ION* 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63103 

M J9/3 


TO: All Agency Administrative/Personnel Officers 


YOUR REFERENCE 


SUBJECT: Fire - Military Records Center 


The Federal Executive Board met today to discuss the total impact of 
the recent disaster and what support activities should be provided by 
the Federal community. 

The Human Resources Committee was charged with full responsibility for 
any type of placement activities of personnel that may be affected on 


either a ,qh n Tp 1 " irmo t-o™ hucio. 

A r- fh a -f v'rrua r> f-Vi a F Pnmml H-oo 

have designated] 

1 

Project Officer for this function, 
will serve as alternate. They may 

j |of his office 

D^TorTTacTeT^r^72-4271 or in 


Room 1731 at 1520 Market Street. 

The current situation is that, the staff of the facility has been 
granted administrative through Wednesday, July 25, 1973. A portion 
of the people have been recalled to work, but the sixth floor of the 
building will apparently have to be completely removed. The result 
is that Army and GSA are facing two completely different sets of 
problems. Army feels they will return to full operation almost 
immediately, while GSA has suffered record damage that is quite 
extensive and could affect their staffing seriously. Should this 
be the case, your assistance in providing outplacement for these 
people will be vital. 

We will provide you with current information as soon as it becomes 
available and will be requesting your full commitment to solving the 
problems that emerge. 


Sincerely, 



f 


Vi 




Tanak, chairman 
ces Committee 
Executive!' 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16*63) 



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


No “Proof 
I Of Arson 
At Center 

Investigation of the massive 
fire at the Military Personnel! 
Records Center in Overland has 
uncovered no evidence to indi- i 
cate how the fire began, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
has reported. 

“We’ve found no physical evi¬ 
dence to indicate arson or to in¬ 
dicate what was the cause,” 
said Charles J. Devic, assistant 
special agent of the FBI’s St.. 
Louis office. He said that possi¬ 
bilities under consideration in- 
eluded accident, spontaneous 
comb u s t i o n and electrical 
faults, as well as arson. 

Agents have been in the 
building, but have not gone yet 
to the sixth floor, Devic said. 
Government agencies, including 
the Federal Bureau of Stan¬ 
dards, are testing the structure 
to see whether the sith floor 
is safe to enter. 

“It’s still possible that it mayj 
be unsafe, since it’s supporting 
the weight of the roof and the 
rest of the m a t e r i a 1 on the 
floor,” he said. He indicated 
that the tests probably would 
be completed this week. 

Arson has been considered a 
possibility because the building 
has had about a dozen small 
fires over the last two years. 
Most of these were started in 
waste baskets, a General Serv¬ 
ices Administration spokesman 
said. v—- - -*=» 


■FBI agg flts,,, ha^fl interviewed 
more than 80 persons who were 
in or near the b u 11 d i n g last! 
Thursday, Devic s*id. Most of 
these persons worked in the 
building. 

The sixth floor held about 
■20,000,000 paper files on former 
members of the Army and Air 
Force. The entire building, a 
block wide and two blocks long, 
contained the files of about 
86,000,000 armed forces person¬ 
nel.. 

A spokesman for the GSA 
said that the preliminary inves¬ 
tigation had i n d i c a t e d that 
45,000 cubic feet of records on 
the first five floors had been 
damaged by water. “That’s out 
of a total of more than 1,000,000 
cubic feet, so we came off pret¬ 
ty well on that,” he said. 

On the sixth floor, the first 
look indicated that about 80 per 
cent of the records had been 
destroyed. "The only exception 
is a portion of the new Army 
registry files, the files on re- 
-cently discharged personnel,” 
he said. “That appears to be 
about 95 per cent salvageable. 1 ' 

Most of th$s 2200 civilian em¬ 
ployes at the center will be on 
administrative leave through 
next Wednesday, an Army 
spokesman said. About 50 inter¬ 
mittent employes may apply at 
the .local state employment of¬ 
fices for unemployment com¬ 
pensation. 

Some employes may be called 
to work on essential projects, 
and others among the full-time 
and temporary personnel are 
subject to call When needed, he 
said. Those on vacation will 
continue to b e hild on vacation i 
status, hefflr^ j 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


P13A, St. Louis Post 
PISpatch , St. Louis, 


Missouri 


7/19/73 


Date: 
Edition: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of Ira n$cription _ 


July 20 f 1973 


I I (no middle bim]|_I 

St. Louis f Missouri , telephone I 

Federal Protective Service (KPS), MSitary Personnel 
Record* Center (HPRC) f S700 Hge, Overload, Missouri, 
furnished the following information: 

He stated he worked the midnight to S:00 A.M. 
shift at the Records Center and arrived at the Records 
Center on July IS, 1973, at approximately midnight 
when he signed in. After receiviag his gun from the 
FPS office located on the west end of the building, he 
proceeded to the third floor to conduct a routine check 
of same. He then returned to the first floor to get 
the sign out sheet for the custodial employees. Me b7C 

was in the process of positioning himself near the east 
entrance of the building to sign out thm •■niovi whpn 
he received a telephone call from I I 

who advised him there was a fire oh the fourth floor. 

I I took the passenger elevator to the fourth 

floor where he stated the smoke was very had and difficult 
to breathe. He called f | fron 

the fourth floor and told him he felt the fire was on the 
fi fth finnr and that he could not make it any fulrther. 

|aaid he heard no explosions nor did he see any flames 
during this period that he was on the fourth floor. 

I I advised that he then returned to the first 

floor and awaited the arrival of the fire department. 


d on 

7/12/73 

at 

Overland, Missouri 

SL 52-4856 && 

File # / D 

SA 

WILLIAM 3 . 

ABLER, 


7/18/73 

SA 

RICHARD W. 

HERMAN^ 
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Dole dictated 


.it rh* fRi 


li is the orooer'tv of the FBI and is loaned to yovr agency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of If onsc r iption 


July 20, 1973 


I __| St. Louis f 

Missouri, tel ephone I l advlead that Ms wea 

employed as s i l vith the Federal 

Protective Service (178) at tbs Military Persomael 
Records Coat or (WWC), 9709 Page, Overland, Missouri, 
telephone 200-7212. lo furnished the folio*ag 

iaformat!os: 


l statsd that he worked tbs midnight 
to 0:90 A.I. shift aad oa July 12, 1973, slfMod la at 
the MPRC at approximately Midnight wherein he was 
given kls gua aad tka kayo to tks TPS vehicle. Ba 
statad ka laft tka building through tka vast aatraaoa 
at approximately 12:10 A.M. to laspaet tka IPS oar 
which vaa parkad la tka vast aatraaoa ia froat of 
tka staps to tka lokky. As ka was iaspaotlag tka 
vaMcla, a vklta mala approximate1y 25 to 39 yaars old, 
long kippia-typa kalr, vaariag a vklta motorcycle 
kalaat aad riding a small motoroyola, approvekad klm. 


Tkis individual, vko vas uakaova to 
advised klm tkat ka had observed tka fi 
soutkvast ooraar of tka Records Caatar. 


stared 


tka TPS oar aad drove to tka soutkvast corasr ox tka 
Raoords Caatar vkara ka observed tka fira burning 
on tka sixth floor approximataly oaa-third dova tka sida 
of tka building la aa aastumrd diraction. Tka flamas 
vara shootlag out tka wla d a vs dlraotly above tka 
rad oomputar cabiaats vkiok ara located aa tka fifth 
floor. Tka hlasa encompassed three small vladevs 
in tka top of tka sixth floor. 


I ] reAs9tarad tka vehiole aad drove 

hack to tka vast aatraaoa o f the Raoords Caatar vkar a 
■ he rennrtad tka fire to TPS I I 

I _kn turn oallad tka Overland Tire Department 

as| |took the passenger alavatar aa thd vast 

ana ox xae building to tka sixth floor. 


b7C 


interviewed on 


7/11/73 



Ov.rl.nd, Miaaourl 


.File # 


SL 52-4*66 


2 ? 


WJAspdp 


Dale dictated 


7/11/73 


This documefil contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F0i It is the property of the F01 and is looned to yooc opency; 






SL 52-4656 


As tbs door to tbs elsaitnii os tbs 

sixth floor smoke rushsd in aad | I prssssd tbs 

button for tbs fourth floor. He sxitsd on tbs fourth 
floor and thsn walked to tbs sixth floor via tbs 
stairs. He was unable to open the door at tbs top 
of the stairs on tbs sixth floor ns the snobs was too 
heavy. He returned to tbs fifth f loor via the stairs 
and called | an a phone. 

I l stated he regained in the fifth floor 

area until members of the firs department bad arrived 
and set up their firefighting equipment in tbs snackbar 
on tbs fifth floor. 


|_Isstimatsd that approximately 30 custodial 

people were in the building that evedng and would be 
working throughout the building. According to their 
schedule, they normally quit at 12:30 A.M. and exit 
through tb s east and west doors of the building. To 
I I knowledge. no one elms would be in the Records 

Center with the exception of individua ls who w k 
on the computers on the fourth floor. I "l stated that 

no one works on the sixth floor at night with the exception 
of the custodial force. 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Hi <0? 'f?rv. 112/ ? 0 l 


Dote of Conscription 


July 2Qj_ 


1973 


r 1 st. Louis* 

Missouri, was interviewee st the Military Perwemsel 
Records Castsr (MPMC), 9700 Mgs, and forsishtd 
the followiag isformat!os; 

f Istated that it was Mis psrsomal 

oplalos that tks firs at tks MPMC had begun somswksrs 
ia tks immediate vicinity of upright oolumas A-17 
and A-20 os tks.sirth floor of tks building, wkick is 
tks top floor. | passd tkis theory os rsports 

of initial slghtTIks oz tks klass and from a pkysioal 
examination of tks dsbris rsmainlsg aftsr tks firs 
was extinguished. 

Hs statsd that tks first firs alarm 
was soundsd at approximately 13:13 A.M. os July 12, 1973. 
Hs arrived sksrtly thsrsaftsr as as initial isspsotion 
of tks prsmisss was hslag oosduotsd to dstsrmias 
tks exact location of tks firs is ordsr tkat tks firs 
figktlsg squipmsst sight ks dirsotsd accordingly. 

It was first thought tks firs was on tks fourth or 
fifth floor. An unusual amount of smoks was sneountsrsd 
in tks men's room on tbs fourth floor soar tks 
escalators in tks csntsr of tks building. A subsequent 
inspection of tks fifth floor resulted in finding a 
heavier concentration of smoks and tks presence of heat 
apparently radiating downward from tks simth floor. 

An inspection of tks sixth floor was impossible 
because of tks intense heat and smoke. Hs statsd 
that the head was so intense tkat tbs face masis of the 
firemen melted and the black firemen coats turned whits 
in the heat. 

B ased on the above-described initial 
inspection. I \ felt that tks firs had been burning 

for some time before it was reported, possibly as early 
as 4:00 p.M. the previous day. As no windows were open 
nor were any circulating fans operating on the sixth 
floor, he bsAMvMathat the smoke was forced to seek a 


7/17/73 


Overland, Missouri 


SL 52-4856 JQ& 


]pte’’viewed on 




i 




File # . 


WJA:pdp 


7/18/73 


Date dictated 


This document conjoins neither recommendations nor conclusjons ot the FB 1 . It is the property of the FBI and is loooed to yoor agency; 








SL 52-4856 


downward path to the other floors and the path of 
least resistance was offered by the escalator 
passages. As the fire continued to burn, the 
heat built up, forced the flames upward and outward 
along the ceiling line until they broke out the 
exterior windows at a point near column A- 17 and A-20 
on the south side of the building. 

A physical examination iron the south exterior 
windows to a point approximately 150 feet north toward 
the center of the building and bounded by two north - south 
imaginary lines on the west and east from columms A-17 
and A-20 respectively revealed that a great amount 
of heat had been concentrated in this particular area. 

As one approaches the center of the building, the metal 
open shelves which formerly contained military records 
are twisted and turned and in some places actually 
melted. 


In the area of greatest heat, the concrete 
ceiling had collapsed on the filing cabinets and on 
the floor. Military records in this area are completely 
destroyed and in most places no ash remains* As one 
progresses southward toward the exterior wall within 
this afore-described area, remains of the files can be 
found on the shelves. The ashes progress from practically 
no remains to powdered white ash to heavier gray ash 
to charred chunks of files to a point near the south 
windows where the files are approximately 75% intact with 
only the edges being burned. 


| | stated that based on his survey in 

the A-17 to A-20 column area, he believed that the fire 
had begun in this vicinity approximately 75 to 100 feet b?c 

from the south windows in a northerly direction* 




FO 302 (RFV, | 1 -27-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole of Iron scr iption 


7/20/73 


[ |federal Protective 
ationai Ferae niiei necoras center-Military (NPRC-M), 
9700 Page, famished the copies of written statements that the 
Protective Service had taken from the following protective 
officers and guards: 


b'7C 


I H aas the I . , |Thnredav. July 12. 

1973 fr om Midnight to 8:00 A«M-« and | [ was the I I 

I I on Wednesday, July 11, 1973, from 3:00 P.M. to 11:00 P*M # 

Between 11:00 P*M. and 12:00 Midnight, July 11, 1973, due to_ 

scheduling, there would h ave only been two guards on duty, | 

[[ phonetic). 


It is noted that statements from all the guards had 
not been taken at this time but all will be interviewed. 


,^,ed on 7/16/73 _ nl St, Louis, Missouri 


SL 52-4856 



by 


SA 


ck 






7/19/73 

Date dictated_ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F8l. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


; 1) 30/ i.p.f V | 1 )7 ?0| 


o,.. o/ July 23/73 


I T was re-interviewed at his 

home at I I St* Louis. Missouri, and furnished the 

following information: 


| lid vised that since he was intervie wed by 

Special Agent d I on July 

12, 1973, he has not seen any of the cust odians t hat work 
under him at the Military Record Center* I s tated 

again that he learned about the fire abo ut 15 or 25 minutes 
after midnight on July 11, 1973, | further advised 

that to date he has no suspects concerning the fire. 


I I was questioned about the master key that he 

has access to, and he advised that he seldom ever uses the 
master key and remembers specifical ly that he did not use the 
key on the night of July 11, 1973, | stated that this 

key is held by the night guard in tne record center. 




□ 

may have possibl 

night of July 11, 


on x. 

tha 

ride' 


a 


was questioned concerning a 
y been o n the f ifth or sixth' 
1973. I 1 


who 


floors on the 
stated that to his knowledge, 


was never on the fifth or sixth floors and was working 
irst floor that nights I 


If urtber advised, however, 
lare good friends and 


to work together, 


Interviewed on 


July 16, 1973 St, Louis, Missouri 





SA 


:lsl 


Dote dictated 


f i. « SL 52-4856 
July 20, 1973 


it the FBI. H is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/33/73 


I 1 St. Lou la, 

Nluouri, was infor me d of the identity of tbs interviewing 
Agent as well as the fact that he was being interviewed 
concerning a possible Federal violation la c onnection 
with the Destruction of Oovermnent Pnonertv. l I 

was advised that he was being reinterviewed in efforts 
to determine the exact tin es of his whereabouts on the 
evening of July 11, l£73. | I stated that he arrived 

at work at approxlmatdy 3:45 p.m. and vent to work on the 
second floor at the Military Personnel Beoord (hater* He 
worked on the second floor in the corridor until his 
lunch break at 7:30 p*m« Following his lunch break 
be went up to the sixth floor where he worked from 
approximately 8:00 p.m* until 10:00 p*m* Be then vent 
down to the first floor where he worked for an additional 
two hours until shortly after nidnlght at which tine he 
changed clothes and prepared to sign out and go hone* 

He recalls that he first heard of a fire in the building b/c 

at appr ori—t w lw .13:35 a*a*, when he was on the first 
floor* | Istated that he is considerably older 

than the majority of the employees at Military Personnel 
Becord Center and does not MMSciate with his fellow 
employees* He, therefore, could not recall the names of 
any of the other individuals who worked on the sixth 
floor with him. 


7/11 /I’X T4 ■ W1 aamirl 



3L 52-4856 

_ I liu fi _ _ _ 

7/20/73 

*“ r 1, 1 'Hid is I <.• rj nerf Ig y ■ ■■ u ■ • i y * r•.y; 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN V ES TIG A TIO N 


7/20/73 


|_| was Informed of the Identity 

of the interviewing Agent me well an the fmet thmt he 
was being interviewed concerning a possible Federal 
violation in co nnection with the Destruction of Govern¬ 
ment Property* I l advised that he is employed by 

the UNIVAC Division of the Sperry Rand Corporation, 4100 
Llndell, St* Louis, Missouri and for the past three to 
four months has been working regularly at the Computer 
Section of the Military Personnel Record Center, 9700 
Page* He stated that this section is located in the 
northwest corner of the fourth floor of the building* 

His regular work shift is from 8;15 a*m« to 5:00 p.m* and 
that on July 11, 1973, he arrived at work at approximately 
8;00 a,m* and departed shortly after 5:00 p*m* He recalled 
that he brought a sandwich to work on that day and remained 
on the fourth floor for his lunch break* 


with all bx me 


1 


tated that although he is not familiar 
ployees on the fourth floor of the 


building, he did not note any suspicious Individuals on 
the fourth floor on that day nor was he fare of any 


unusual activities on that day* [ 


furnish any information regarding the 
Personnel Record Center* 


a 


was unable to 
re at Military 


In addition, the following description was 
obtained through observation and interview: 


Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 
Residence 


Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Ryes 

Marital Status 


White 

Male 




I 1 ftlisso 

juri 

1 

{Apartments) 

6’ 


170 


Brown 

Brown 

Married 


7/17/73 


St. Louis, Missouri r # SL 52-4856 



7/20/73 


,:i: I . — I v I rh.; Ft "- 1 : 10.1 I') Ipuned t :.i v .1 ji- 


b'7C 






SL 52-4856 


Wife |_| 

Military Service U. S. Air Force, 1957 - 1962 

Social Security .__ 

Account Number 


b7 


2 




Identification Record Request 

FD-9 (Hev. 4-28-65) 


- * INSTRUCTIONS 

I. This form may be submitted in legible hand printing . <», , 


2. Use separate form for each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

3. Make effort to furnish FBI identification number, 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number. 

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when FBI number not available. 


5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner 
only , Also list in lower right corner all offices 
which should receive coptes of available records. 
Include carbon^f FD-9 for each office receiving 
Copies and forward with original to Bureau. 

6. Do not fill in block in lower left comer. 


To: DIRECTOR, FBI 


Attention: Identification Division 


7 -/ 6-73 


He h//e€j ajqT totifi l Pe#$o/v*ec teecoMbs ce*J7£u~ 

/ h ictTPPy^ sr. lolh^mo. 7-/J-73 

OiPaSS/y3u£ Field File No. WA.‘ 


ntification Record of the Following: 


Also Furnish: 

$£ Photo 

1 I Fingerprints 

I 1 Handwriting Specimens 



Identification Division's Reply 

\f] On ba^s of information furnished, 
unable to identify: 


Criminal 

riles 


Civil 
□ Tiles 


[~1 Record Attached 

1 | Photo Attached 

I | Photo Not Available 

| 1 Fingerprints Attached 

[ 1 Handwriting Specimen Attached 














Identification Record Request 

FD-9 (Rev. 4-29-65) 


INSTRUCTIONS 

1. This form may be submitted in legible hand printing. 


2. Use separate farm for each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

S. Make effort to furnish FBI identification number, 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number. 

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when FBI number not available. 


5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner 
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices 
which should receive coptes of available records. 
Include carbq/of FD-9 for each office receiving 
copies and forward with original to Bureau. 

6. Do not fill in block in lower left comer . 


To 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

Attention: 

Identification Division 

Date 

7 -/ 6 - 73 

Fie 

mqjor. ajqt'oajq t t>e#soAjA/ec teeco&bs c&o7&2~ 

ntUTAAi/j sr. <-OOt<> 4 MO. 7-A2-7J ifQerf 

b&P - PoSS/So£ /WZ&OAJ Field File No, - 

Furnish The Known Identification Record of the Following: 

1 Narr 



mm 

FBI No. 




Tmm 


Aliases 

t— -nr - - 


-- 



Sex 

M 

Race 

AJ 




R ftsldftrrfi 

Height 

£'°t 

mm 


wm 

m 

991 

Complexion 


Fingerprint Classification 


Also Furnish: 

JSff Photo 

I I Fingerprints 

1 I Handwriting Specimens 



Mo 


Age 


Scars, marks and tattoos 



b'/C 


cation Division's Reply 


On basi^^f information furnished, 
unablflAo identify: 


rurn Reply to: 

sAp 5 t. Louts 



Eriminal 

'Files 


Civil 
| j Files 


All 

I | Files 


Send Copies To: 


| | Record Attached 

[ | Photo Attached 

| 1 Photo Not Available 

| [ Fingerprints Attached 

[ | Handwriting Specimen Attached 


..^•145 4 * 


















Identification Record Request 

FD-9 (Rev. 4-28-65) 




>"N> 


INSTRUCTIONS 


1. This form may be submitted in legible hand printing . 

2. Use separate form for each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

3. Make effort to furnish FBI identification numbe r» 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number, 

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when FBI number not available. 


5. Indicate office for reply in lower right comer 
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices 
which should receive copies of available records. 
Include carbon of FD-9 for each office receiving 
copies and forward with original to Bureau. 

6. Do not fill in block in'lower left earner . 


To: DIRECTOR, FBI 


Attention: Identification Division 


Date 


7 -/ 6 - 73 


/vMXo/e AJ4 voaja t tieco&bs c&u7&2~ 

MtctTAAyj sr. cout^nio. fQ . 

- PoSS/SoS ft/tSOAJ ; Field File No. _Tfr?UJP- 


Furnish The Known Identification Record of the Following: 


NameT 


FBI No. 


Other No. SSAbJ 



Fingerprint Classification 


Also Furnish: 
fig Photo 
I 1 Fingerprints 
( 1 Handwriting Specimens 



fication Division’s Reply 

is of information furnished, 
e to identify: 



Return Reply to: 


|jk^.. S 3 V .. LoUl S _ 


Civil 
|~~] Files 


All 

{ | Files 


Send Copies To: 


| | Record Attached 

| | Photo Attached 

| [ Photo Not Available 

j | Fingerprints Attached 

{ | Handwriting Specimen Attached 


r S 3--s<ys-t> -/P7 { 

i sri... Xy&itr->: 

JUL 2 5 M73 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/19/73 


|_Jwas interviewed at the guard 

gate of the Adjudant General Publications Center next to the 
Military Personnel Beeorda Center (MPBC)- where be had 
voluntarily appeared and requested to talk to an Agent regard¬ 
ing the fire at the MPBC, 


adv lead he is 


.[ 


F.Qixfl Be, 


35 


Tired), and resides at [ 


l 


Air 


New Jersey, no hose telephone. He produced 


military identification verifying his military status. 


|_|stated that he has been corresponding with 

the MPBC, trying to obtain informati on from his military file. 
During World War II he was diagnosed | | He 

believes this was an erroneous diagnosis and be has since been 
ivn-ivfr« nhve»iaM who have told him they could not 

I _I at this time and tha t it was b7C 

doubtful if he ever had the disease. In 1966 when I I 

retired from the service he was initfclly placed in a rest home, 
however, he was not confined to the home and has, subsequently, 
held several jobs. 


I believes that the MPBC has rslsased infor- 
s medical his tory to employers and other 
people which caused them to treat l | with caution. He said 

on one instance he was employed by a company and, shortly there¬ 
after, everyone he worked with became very cool to him and 
would not associate with him. He has no spsclfic proof that he 
was treated In this maftasr because people saw his military records, 
fiscause of this situation he has been writing the MPBC trying 
to determine what information is contained in his file. He first 
wrote on November 24, 1972, but received the letter back attached 
to a form reque sting m ore information from him. After receiving 
his letter back ] | decided to go to St. Louis personally and 

look at his fib. He arrived at 8t. Louis yesterday, July 15, 

1973, and had no idea that there had been a fire at the MPRC 
until he heard the news in his motel room. I I now believes 
that the lire was started intentionally by an employee of the 
MPBC who did not want to process his records. Another possibility 


7/16/73 


SA 

sa|_ 


Overland, Missouri 


MED:jet 


•i i 


SL 52-4856 JQrQ 
7/19/73 


■i h,- 








SL 52-4856 


was that one of the employees was just tired of working and 
decided to burn the records up so he wouldn v t have to work 
with them anymore. 

| was informed that the above information 

would be taken into consideration along with other aspects 
of the investigation. He stated he would be returning to 
New Jersey on July 17, 1973. He can also be reached through 
his employment, Gorods Corporation, Blairstown, New Jersey, 
telephone number 362-6153. 

I is a White male, born 

5*8”, short gray hair , brown eves, se rwwce number 
social security number] I 









FD-9 (Rev. 4-28-65) 


INSTRUCTIONS 


1. This form fi<ay be submitted in legible hand printing . 

2. Use separate farm for each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

3. Make effort to furnish FBI identification number, 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number . 

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when FBI number not available. 


5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner 
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices 
which should receive copies of available records. 
Include carbon of FD~9 for each office receiving 
copies and forward with original to Bureau. 

6. Do not fill in block in lower left corner. 


To: DIRECTOR, FBI 


Attention: Identification Division 


Date 


He i r iPG J AJ4T!OA)t\L P£/?SOAJAfec /eecoadS C&U7&2- 

/ h turAAyj sr. cows,/no. 7-/J-73 


7-/6-73 


D6rt° - PoSUBce ArtSOAJ 


Field File No. .5 


Furnish TheJ£fTown Identification Record of the Following: 


Name 


FBI No. _ 

Other No. SS>W 


Aliases 


Sex 

M 

Race 

AJ 

Height 

sv_ 

Weight 

ns 


Fingerprint Classification 

Also Furnish: 

JST Photo 

f j Fingerprints 

I | Handwriting Specimens 



Identification Division's Reply TJV^ 

I I On basis of information furnished, 
unable to identify: 

g Criminal 
/| j Files 


Return Reply to: 




__ Civil All 

j | Fils&y □ Files 

Record Attached^^* 


Send Copies To: 


□ Photo Attached 

[^Photo Not Available ; however, one 
I | Fingerprints Attached 
1 1 Handwriting Specimen Attached 


may 


be obtained from BD5St Louis, Mo. 

-//£> 


SEARCHED, yx,.. .INDEXED^v-v 
SERlAllZEfif^^-rflLED X/TT. 7. • 

I JUL2 61973 



CPO : 1372 O - ■ 46 J-R 3 S 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/23/73 


n n n t 


On Tply 12, 1973 _ __ _ 

Missouri, advised that he id v ears of age 


enas Mculuer Senior High School ,[_ 


j Missouri 


stated that he hats haen awnin yad by General Services 


Administration (GSA) as a[ 


J yed 

n 


ovee sin ce May 

ptated that 


nnnona 


working the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM shi 

while he was cleaning the sixth floor he noticed nothing 
, as to anything that could possibly start a fire, 
stated he worked on the sixth floor the entire night, 
stated he l eft the s ixth floor at 11:45 and went to 
the second floor, | (stated that two other people are 

assigned to clean 


nu ylxlu floor who are 


b7C 


.•.7/12/73.St 

l\ . 1 

W,' 1 SA 

u SA 


Louie, Missouri Fiie 9 SL 52-4856 iff 

SLH:dmn t t 7/18/73 b,C 


1 1 i? ^ pi -ip- . i •, >t -he J- BI ooc i'-> Ic/uned lf - vi> v « Mq-rin.;; 










FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/23/73 


Missouri, telephone number 


r 


- St. Louis, 

_J advised that he is 

employed by General Services Administration (GSA) as a 


land has been employed fo: 


and worked the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM shift 
he is assigned to clean the fourth floor of the 


rt 


> T nrVi + 


years, 
advised 
national 
stated 


5 


he 


Personnel Records Center, Military Branch. | 

went to sixth floor jinomuL, 5:00 PM to visit no one in particular, 
but "just loafing 
floor he 


or a 

[ 


r\ r\+ _lr 


he n oticed nothing unusual 

*****-1 lotntoH that pri 

to ^ld him jn 


]stated that when he was on the sixth 


or anyone there that he did 
ad. that prior to signing out after work, 

I to ld him n ot to leave because there was 


a fire on the sfcth floor 
and did not pay attention to the supervisor. 


tated that he left anyway 


b7C 


7/12/73 St. 

vy J 

0 SA 

b ._ x." SA 


Louis, Missouri 
SLH:dmn 


SL 52-4856 //^ 
7/18/73 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/25/73 


I I national 

Personnel Rseerrifl Center . >700 Fuel, hose ad- 

dr—l 1 Miawwi, 

telephone ana bar I [ wm interviewed regarding 

the fire at KPRC on July 11-12, 1973, 


|_| advised that he rotated guard posts 

between the loading dock on the south side of the records 
center and the east entrance gate on the east end of the 
building on July 11, 1973, between the hours of 8:00 
A*M« and 4:00 P.M. He advised that he saw absolutely 
nothing unusual on that particular day, and that the 
only people entering through the east end of the build¬ 
ing are the service representatives, and that t heir 
technical equipment is always searched. |sould 

provide no further information regarding the fire and 
stated that he has heard no infornation as to how it 
got started. 


b7( 


7/17/73 


SA 


Overland, Missouri F|U 3L 52- 4856 J/~3 

prk^^ , ,,^7/20/73 __ _ 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/25/73 


I I national 

Pr«o ia<l Records C t>tT (IRC). 9700 R|« r ho— ad¬ 
dress I I St. Louis, Missouri, ho— tele¬ 
phone nos be d I advised that hs worked the 7;00 

A.M* to 3; 00 P*M. s hift st the records ccstsr os July b7C 

IX, 1973* I ~l advised that he was stationed on 

Post #3, which is the control post for the vest en¬ 
trance, daring the satire day* He stated that he saw 
absolutely nothing anussal take place on that day* 


7/17/73 Overland, Missouri_ ,i,, 3L 52-4856 /// 


SAl 


P rk £ }tv 


7/2 0/73 


, 1 1 , |.: M vr 


, '- I ^ h tr 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/25/73 


[ 


normally 


va - 

stationed at 43QQ floodfal low r home addreas|_| 

|__ I Illinois, home telephone hum- 

her I I was Interviewed regarding the fire 

at the National Personnel Records Center (NPBC), on 
July 11-12, 1973* 


I l advised that he was standing guard 

at the southeast gate between 11:00 and 11:30 A,M* 
at 9700 page Boulevard on Saturday morning, July 14 . 
1973, while the fire was still in progress* | | 

stated that at that time an automobile drove within 
50 fdet of the gate where it stopped, and a Negro sale 
who drove.the unhide watched the fire for a couple of 
■inutes* stated that he started to walk towards 

the automobile and at that time the driver turned the 
automobile around and left the area in a hurry* 


[ 


d escribed the automobile as being dark 
in color and thought it to be a two-door hardtop 1963 
or 1964 Chevrolet* 


b'7C 


vll »w-d or 


7/17/73 


S A 


Overland, Missouri 


prk 


SL 52-4856 


Uf- 


7/20/73 


;. l 0 pe.i,- ot I lie I- :’■! a no ii. looked 
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IN REPLY l’Ut«sc n 


DIRECTOR ST. LOUIS REGION 
US. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
FEDERAL BUILDING 
ST. LOUIS. MO. 63103 


UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 


ST. LOUIS REGION 

CCA*fMK«MO MSUHAt, KANSAS, NtftflAS KA. tOWA 

OFFICE OF THE OIRECTOR. ST. LOUIS, MO. 63103 


r 


JU1 2 $ KI73 


TO: All Agency Administrative/Personnel Officers 


YOUR REFERENCE 


SUBJECT: Fire - Military Records Center 


L 


The impact of the disaster on the staffing at GSA has now been fully 
assessed. I am happy to report that all permanent staff members have 
been recalled to full-time duty and that their previous employment 
level will be maintained. 

Access to the building has been greatly expanded and salvage and clean¬ 
up operations are well underway. 

Since the agencies concerned may face additional problems in job 
engineering. organimati on restructure and retraining, the designation k ' ' 
of of my staff as Project Officer for assistance 

will remain m exiect. 

The immediate response we received from ouir letter initially advising 
you of the problem was appreciated. I know we can count on your 
cooperation in dealing with any future problems which arise. 

Sincerely, 


1 .... 

Francis V. Y^nak, Chairman 
Human Resources Committee 
Federal Executive Board 


SZ- mil '/U 
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MERIT PRINCIPLES ASSURE 
D QUALITY AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 


SEARCHED 

SERIAL! 


JUiaf 1973 
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sr iot of damage dorre 



."By ANDREW B. WILSON 

Glebe-Democrat Staff Writar 

The three-day-long fire that destroyed 
Dearly aH of 21 million service records on 
th* sixth and top floor of the Military Per- 
•owel Racordi Center has left behind spec- 

Mquiar mint. 

-About half flie center's roof, about double 
ffee ana of a football fiatt and made of 
ef&ht-iaob-retftforcttd concrete, collapsed un¬ 
der the fire's intense beet. 

The tai, opeo foatal file cabinets la which 
agMt record* had been stored were crushed 
l£<oocn*e dr distorted iato circus-mirror* 
Mi shape* by Intense heat 
tn a prats conference alter a guided tour 
of wreckage, federal offidals offered only 
v y ue »«wer* u to why steps were not 
twlen to prevent a fire of tuch magnitude, 
•jrhey alia said no decision hat been re- 
Tgrted on whether tit General Service* 
mmUatr^on will reimburse fir ^jjtstrictt, 


^Le^^aet la 

DVatTINTEI 


IWWgfM ® uw "nit. 

^ 0,1 ^ GSA?nd 

** ,iw they 

l “** l< * i 01 * ‘r toprMe - 

«*** w "’ co> 

fir# dtee^Mn 

* <Urect « 
Wai ftrotectioo District, 
““ tke On occurred, tsitr 


the fire must have been anwJderif^n»l 
sjx hours before it was detected. 

HE SAJD THE floor was sc 

*1?’' by the time the fiTsT fi " 

tolEZZi. d00r ““ hu *«*>« 

He said he is amazed that the floor 
no ^rinkier, smoke or hast detector or fire 

rL P T' ConJtttn <* Harold (Bud) Nel- 
**"• GSA Sector of accident an d fire pro 
** ld L he Sieves only one guard w«« 

and St *** °W« the fire 

and that he assume* the guard bad checked 
oach floor at least hourly. 
lOien toW fire official* said it would have 

,w **“ wwy p«ked 
SL K II? the floor t0 «wwlder and beat 
the bulging to such a degree before detec- 

' ,r * mi * ht h*v* been twenwfctftesT’ 

«**y**i SAID the GSA ha* weTw^ 
sprlokler systems to Its records building 
sloce about 1963 and intended to do so a 
the building here. 

“Frankly we had run through almost al 
the record centers on tbit (sprinkler#) ex 
cept for this one and one in New York,” ht 
said. 

"You can't just do «M this at once" waj 
his answer to why the eprinklef ayetem 5u<! 
not been completed here a foil decade aftei 
GSA’* Initial decision to Install s p rin kte ri in 

its building*. 

George Begj, GSA’s manager of the retto- 
ration project, said the budding's ibah floor 
will be removed in the neat three 

He said structural repairs and work will 
coat from $6 million to flgj million The 
coat of '‘restructuring* km records from 
other source* was estimated at from H mfl- 
: —yon to $7 million. ~ 




P4A, St. Louis Globe- 
DtEraocrat , St. Louis, 
Missouri 


7/24/73 


•h -r-i t. 


t! I . h- ; SL 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



7/18/73 


I [ Missouri no t.slsnhnns was 

_ lntinri e wsd atht he apartMnt of | | 

I I where he was visiting. i i wti aovised 

as to the identity of the intervie^ig Agent by a shoe of 
his credentials and was advised that he was being interviewed 
concerning a fire at, the Rational Personnel Records Center 
(MPEC), 9700 Page. I advised as follows: 

He advised he is employed by the General Services 
Administration, Public Building Service, Custodial Foxcee 
at the NPRC, 9700 Page. He advised he cleans one-half of 
the offices on the northeast corner of the sixth floor and 
that these duties do not require him to go into the records 
section. Om July 11, 1973, he was working the 4:00 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m. shift. He stated he left the sixth floor at 
approximately 10:30 to 10:45 p.m. to go to the fourth floor, 
Finance Section Office, which is air-conditioned. He stated 
that the air-conditioning in the building is shut off after 
5:00 p.m. and it is "extremely hot". When he left the 
sixth floor, he noticed nothing unusual and stated he 
knows of no one who wQlld want to start a fire at the 
Records Center nor did he himself. 


He stated he found out about the fire when he was 
on the second floor waiting to leave work. He stated there 
were no alarms sounded and the building was not evacuated 
of the employees, who had to wait inside the building to 
sign out at 12:30 a.m. 


_ He a dvised that on July 11, 1973, I ~| 

I I had informed him that there ha d been two fires 

within the last week in the building and that| |talked 

to him about fire prevention. 


The following description of 
through observation and interview: 


was obtained 


Race: 


White 


i n 1 ►' r t i c.- w d 


7/12/73 


St. Louis County, Missouri» 3L 5 2-4856 


SA 


dls 


7/17/73 


i* d i r5. c n • * n 1 i• /i g ■ I ■. L i' \ i r i h ■. ■ t ►. 





SL 52-4856 


Sex: 

leight: 

Weight; 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

data of birth: 
place of birth: 
Social Security 
Number: 

Marital status: 
Military: 


aerial number: 
Father; 

■other: 

Employment: 


Parents residence 
Telephone: 


Male 

S'lO” 

160 pounds 

Light brown; mustache and beard 
Blue_ 


] Missouri 



1_1 

Single 

United Statei 
2/10/69-1. 
honorable 

■ Air Force 
/14/72; 
discharge 

J_L_ 


Personnel Of; 
Luke’s Hoi 

fice, St. 
apital, 

4 tf onue 


ir Avoiiuf 

Missouri 


2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/18/73 


telephone 

_ the interviewing 

Agent by ft show of his credentials end was advised that he 
was being interviewed concerning a fire at the National 
Personne l Records Center (NPRC), 9700 Page. At this time 
~|wm« interviewed at the apartment of|| 

| where he was visiting, 

| aqvised as tollows: 


I | advised he is employed by the General 

Services Administration, Public Building Service in the 
custodial force at the NPRC, 9700 Page* He stated he is 
employed as a fill in san and that he works all over the 
building filling in for people who are not there. 



1 

1 1 

was advised as to the identity of 


On July 11, 1973, he was working At 4:00 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.*, shift on the west end of the second floor 
near the guard*s desk, near the main gate. He cleaned the 
Center Manager's Office, the Guard's Office, dispensary and 
did other general clean-up work. He stated that he noticed 
nothing unusual nor does he know of anyone including himself 
who would want to start the fire. He advised that the 
building is extremely hot due to the fact that the sir- 
conditioning is shut off at 5:00 p.m. 


He advised he has heard of a "tremendous amount of 
fires" during the day and be has had to clean up some of 
these small fires from time to time. 


The following description of I_ 

obtained through observation and interview: 


was 


b' 


Name: 

i i 

Race: 

"White- 

Sex: 

Male 

Height: 

6' 

Weight: 

155 pounds 

Build: 

Thin 

Hair: 

Light brown; mustache and beard 


7/12/73 _ Overland, Missouri * SL 52-4856 


SA 


fdls 


7/17/73 


• t 


. - . I... r 





SL 52-4856 


Eyes: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Social Security 
Number: 

Scars and marks: 

Military: 

Wife: 

Children: 


Hazel 


J Missouri 


1 



one inch scar below 
eyebrow 

left 

U. S. Army, 

10/1/69 

- 4/4/72; 

hrtnAi*« hlo 

. discharge 

_ 

nee, 



expecting first child 


approximately [ 


b7C 


2 
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7/18/73 


_|_ | telephone 

number I I was contacted at hie place of employment, 

the Hart Building, 12th and Spruce, St. Louie, Missouri. 

He advised as follows: 

_ On July 11, 1973, he went to the sixth floor with 

I t o ee l tt .n order that they 

could go to lunch from 7:30 to 8:00 p.m. Be stated the time 
they went to the sixth floor was between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. 
and they were on the sixth floor approximately fifteen 
minutes. At approximately 9:45 p.m., he also accompa nied 
I t o the sixth floor in or der to get I lin 

order to go on break. At this time| | 

| | Custodial Force, was on the sixth floor also 

as was i i who normally works on the first floor. 

After their break which ended at approxjj*ely 10:00 p.m., 

he went to the fourth floor to the air-conditioned 

Finance Office. He stated he never went back to the sixth 

floor after that. b7C 

At approximately 12:10 to 12:12 a.m., he was 
at the main entrance on the se cond floor wai ting to leave 
work whe n he hy rd a guard and | say there was 

a fire. | | stated that it was too sm m&% to go back up 

and at approximately that time, a man on a Honda came into 
the building and said there was a fire. 

I ~~l atated he knows of no one smoking cigarettes 

and/or marijuana in the building. He does not know of any¬ 
one taking drugs or sleeping in the building. He stated he 
has smoked marijuana when he was overseas in the United States 
Army. 


requested? 


stated he would take a polygraph test if 


7/16/73 


Overland, Missouri SL 52-4856 


SA 


rdls 


7/17/73 


■. ..r -h.- hr-1 ii |...:i-,l*.J 


•Is ; ji-.'rnt' 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN VESTIGATION 


7/18/73 


_ l — - 

I I MlMOUn, IM CODttCffl at 

his place of employment, the Hart Building, 18th and 
Spruce, St, Louis, where he provided the following infor¬ 
mation : 


After he left the sixth floor of the National 
Personnel Records Center (NPSC) at approximately 10:30 to 
10:45 p.m., be did not return to the sixth floor* Be 
noticed nothing at all unusual and everything seemed 
normal. He stated there was a crew of possibly three 
people who wer e buffing the f loors on the sixth floor 
after he left, | J was in char ge of this 

buffing crew, whioh consisted of| | and two high 

school students, both males. 

At 12:15 to 12:20 a,m, t July 12, I912^_ha_Has 
at tb * entrance on the second floor when I I 

I I told him about the fire. He knew 

nothing about it until then. 

He stated he has seen some of the workers at the 
NPRC sleep on duty and has also seen some of them drinking 
alcoholic beverages while on duty. He advised that he has 
seen liquor bottles in some of the trash cans and also that 
he and some other people"took a couple of drinks" before 
Christmas, 1972, while in the building. He stated he 
has never seen any drugs or marijuana on the sixth floor 
or anywhere else in the building. He stated be has never 
smoked marijuana nor taken any drugs while in the 
building. He stated he has smoked marijuana while in the 
military, but that he has not smoked it in approximately 
oke and one-half years. He advised he would be willing 
to take a polygraph test if requested. 


7/16/73 , St. Louis County, Missouri- SL 52-4856 


SA 


kils 


_7/17/73 

b/C 
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FEOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/26/73 

Date ot transcription_ 


I- I . 

Missouri, was interviewed at 1520 Market Street regarding the 
fire wbicb occurred at tbe Mili tary Per sonnel Records 
Center (SPRC) on July 12, 1973. |provided the fol- 

loving information: 

He stated that he reported for work on July 11, 1973 
at 4:00 p«s« as usual* Nearing the end of his shift at 
approximately 12:06 a«n M July 12, 1973, he saw smoke coming out 
of a vent in one of the elevators. Ai^jumroximately 12:11 
a .m„. he told a guard by the name of l H what he bad seen* 

I ( added that he left work as usual at 12:30 a.m. 

I l atated that he has no idea who started the 

fire and knows nothing about the fire itself. However, be 
stated that the fire may have started from an electrical 
source* The lighting system has caused trouble in the past. 


The following information was obtained through 
interview and observation: 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

MPRC Badge No.: 
Address: 

Place of birth: 
Date of birth: 
Age: 

Height; 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Social Security 
Account Number 


Black 



Brown 

Light brown 


b 


Interviewed on, 7/25/73 


St. Louis. Missouri 


SA 


dls 


_Fi le * SL 52-4856 

Dated ictated _ 7/26/73_ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ol the FBI. It is the property ol the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/18/73 


| | telepboS? I I m advised — to the identity of 

tne interviewing Agent by a show of hi* credentials and 
informed that he was being Interviewed oonoernlng the fire 
at the National Personnel Becords Center (HPRC), 9700 Page. 


I_m vised as follows: 

He is employed as a I [ employee with the 

General Services Afeinistration, Public Building Service 
at the NPBC, 9700 Page, where he cleans the bathrooms on 
the second floor. He stated on July 11, 1973, he was work¬ 
ing the 4:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. shift. He is primarily 
assigned to the second floor, but be can be assigned to 
other floors if he finishes bis work ahead of time, people 
are on leave, sick, etc. 

He stated on July 11, 1973, be was on all of the 
floors of the Becords Center Including the sixth. He 
noticed nothing unusual and stated that at approximately 
midnight, almost everyone in the Records Center goes down 
to the first or second floors to sign out. 


He stated there are usually only three people 
employed on the sixth floor: 

who cleans bathrooms 
who cleans the office 
l*st end of the building 
who cleans the offices on the 
the building. 



He advised that to the best of his knowledge, the 
above three individuals do not go into the record section 
of the sixth floor unless they have to and stated he does 
not go into the record section unlessbe has to. He advised 
the record section is f 'extremely hot" as the air-conditioning 
in the building is shut off at 5:00 p.m. He advised 
he could think of no one who would want to start the fire 
and stated he himself did not. 


b7C 


7/12/73 j St. 


SA 


His 


Louis County, 


Missouri B SL 52-4856 /c£3 
7/17/73 




SL 52-4856 


He stated that between twelve midnight and 12:30 
a.ra., he first noticed the fire, but that there were no 
alarms or sprinklers indioating that a fire was in progress. 
He advised thathe noticed a white male, approximately 
34 to 35 riding a little red Honda motorcycle, who at 
approximately midnight, told the guards at the Records 
Center where the fire was located. When the Fire Depart¬ 
ment arrived, they came to the front of the building instead 
of the back where the fire was located. This was 
approximately 12;30 a*m. He stated be observed the fire 
from outside the building and that when the water from the 
fire hoses hit the cardboard file cabinets, which were on 
fire, it knocked the file cabinets inward thus spreading 
the fire to the interior of the building. 


He advised that there are always small fires at 
the R e cords Center, but that these have always been put 
out in time. He stated there was a fire in one of the 
paper towel disposals in one of the bathrooms he cleans, 
but that this was also put out in time. 


The following description of 
tained from observation and interview: 


was 


ob- 


Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 
Tattoos: 


White 

Male 

5*8" 

140 pounds 
Hazel 

Brown: beard and mustache 


characteris tics: 

date of birth; 
place of birth: 
Social Security 
Number: 

Wife; 

Children: 


wears glasses and/or contact 

11rnnftAi 



b7C 
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Military: 


Arrests: 


United States Any; 

June 2, 1979 - January 28, 1972 
honorable discharge 

States has no arrests 


3 
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■ 0 30/ 'SFV. 11-2? 70) 


Dote ol transcription 


7/18/73 


I I telephone ! | was »dvl»»d as to tas identity ox 

the interviewing Agent by a show of his credentials and 
informed that he was being Interviewed concerning the fire 
at the National Personnel Records Center (HFRC), 9700 Page. 
SPKCHIKTKR advised as follows: 

He advised that on July 11, 1973, Rsnrorked on the 
second floor exclusively. He stated he went on break from 
9:45 - 10:00 p.m* to the fifth floor, west end, where a 
small lounge area is located with Coke and sandwich machines . 
He met] Ithere at 9:45 p.m. He stated I 1 

cleans oxxices on tne east end of the building on the sdxth 
floor« A ft e r hia break, he went back to work on the second 
floor and I I stated he was going back to the sixth floor 

and turn on the lights. 

At approximately 10:30 or 10:45 p.a., he went to 
the fourth floor, Financi al Office, wh ich is air-conditioned. 
. Thi a . offic e la r l e an e d fw l l and he stated that be, 

I_I were there for 

approximately 30 minutes to take advantage of the air- 
conditioning ♦ 

At approximately 11:30 p.m., he and| 
went to the second floor to clean a rug. While they were 
doing this they talked to the guards, one of whom is named 
fRlast name unknown). 


He stated that he did go up to th« ai-rth flo or at 
approximately 7:00 to 7:15 p.m. to get| |to go 

home for lunch at 7:30 p.m. He was on tne sixth noor not 
after 7:15 p.m. and he would say this "positively". 

He stated there are "alot of spots” in the 
building where employees sleep and/or smoke, but he can not 
say for sure if any of these are on the sixth floor. In 
his opinion, if anyone wanted to smoke, they would do it 
in the office where they could sit down in a comfortable 
chair and not in the file areas, which are extremely hot. 
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He stated be left the NPRC at 12:30 a.m* on the 
"button" as they would not open the doors until 12:30 a*m. 

He ady-iaad ha hoird flhnnt th« fire approximately 
12:10 a,m* from l I and that when he left 

the building at 12:30 a*m., he first saw the fire at that 
time. He stated that it was approximately another ten or 
fifteen minutes after this before the firemen started putting 
any water on the fire* 

When he first saw the fire, it was located on the b?c 

south side of the sixth floor, approximately 50 feet east of 
the center of the building at the windows* At this time the 
flame was approximately ten feet wide and went from the floor 
to the ceiling* As he observed this, he could also observe 
the west side of the building and be did not observe any fire 
at that location* 

He stated that the records are stuffed tightly 
into cardboard boxes which are placed on thin metal dtolfes 
on the sixth floor* 


J | stated that he smoked marhjuana while in 

n Korea where he was stationed for one year* He 
stated he never smoked cigarettes or marajuana in the 
building and that he never took drugs or saw anyone else 
smoke or take drugs in the building* He stated he would be 
willing to take a polygraph test if needed* 


2 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/18/73 


I I telephone ! was advised of the identity 

of the interviewing Agent by a ahow of hie credential* and 
advised that he wished to speak to his regarding the fire at 
the National Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page Avenue, 

| | advised as follows: 

He is esployed as a I I for the General 

Services Administration, Public Building Service at the 
National Personnel Records Center (NHtC), 9700 Page, where 
he is assigned to cleaning the bathrooms on the sixth 
floor. On July 11, 1973, he worked the 4:00 p.s. to 
12;30 a.a. shift in bis usual position on the dlxth floor. 

He advised that after 5:00 p.s., the air-conditioning in 
the building is shut off and It is extremely hot. 


He stated that on the night of July 11, 1973, be b7c 
did not notice anything or anyone unusual and when 
be left the sixth floor at approximately 12:05 a.a., he 
noticed nothing unusual. He advised that when he left, he 
believed that he was the only individual on that floor and 
he did not observe any saoke or fire. He stated be left 
the building at approximately 12:35 a.m. at which time he 
observed the fire and the fire engines. 


|_| eta ted that he formerly cleaned the 

bathrooms over the cafeteria and he has hsard of fires in 
trash containers there and in other places in the building. 


He stated that]_ 

work on the sixth flBor with him where they clean the 
offices. 


also 


The following descriptive data of 
obtained through observation and interview: 


was 


Race: 

Stx; 

Height 


White 

Male 

6*2” 


7/13/73 
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Weight: 

Build: 

Bair: 

Eyes: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Social Security 
Number: 

Characterie tice: 


Military: 

Occupation: 


200 pounds 
Medium 

Brown; shaggy; mustache and 
beard 

Blus: wars glasses 


, Missouri 

b 


U. S. Army; 9/69 - 6/71 
Currently a student at Webster 



PaI i, 


Wife; 
Children: 
Father: 
Mother: 


Parent’s phone # 





M1BBUU1 JL 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/18/73 


I I telephone I I was advised of the 1 

identity o 1 the interviewing Agent by a shoe of hie credentials 
and advised that he wished to speak to his regarding the 
fire at the National Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page 
Avenue. Iladviaed as follows: 


On July 11, 1973, he was working the 4:00 p.i, to 
12:30 a.a. shift at the National Personnel Records Center 
(NPRC) and worked the entire tine on tbe sixth floor cleaning 
bathrooms, which is his 1 ^ Re stated he left t he 

sixth floor 12:05 a.m. with I 1 

(last nane unknown), who are also l | 

also works on tbe sixth floor and | | 

(last aame unknown) w orks on the second floor. He stated 
I | had been on the elevator and had ridden 

to the sixth floor whereupon he entered the elevator, and rode 
down to the first floor. He stated as far as be knows, he was 
the last person on tbe sixth floor and he noticed "absolutely 
nothing" unusual on tbe sixth floor when be left. All of 
the lights were off and be did not observe or swell any 
smoke or fire, or anything unusual. He stated he then went 
to the first floor where be put his cleaning cart away and 
then went to the second floor to a little room near the 
guard*s office where be read a magasine. He stated tbe 
tiae was then approximately 12:10 or 12:13 a.a., July 12, 

1973. As be was reading the aagaaine, be thought he heard 
someone say that a car was burning in the parking lot, but 
attributed this to the fact he does not hear very well due 
to bis being in a artillery unit in Vietnam. He then heard 
someone say there was a fire on tbe fourth or the skkth floor. 
This was approximately 12:20 a.m. He stated the Fire Depart¬ 
ment arrived by 12:25 a.m. 


|_ | stated there are definitely spots or 

places in the NPRC where individuals go to sleep and/or 
smoke sigarettes and/or marijuana• He stated that these 
areas are located on all floors In the file areas of the 
building. He stated that this type of activity is "definitely 

7/17/73 Overland, Missouri „ m SL 52-4856 
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done on the sixth floor” but that he could not say for sure 
who was doing the smoking. He stated he could "give an ed¬ 
ucated guess”, but would rather not say. He stated he has a 
pretty good idea who smokes marijuana in the building 
and stated he has seen people smoking marijuana, but did not 
want to implicate anyone. He stated that he himself formerly 
smoked marijuana, but does not smoke it at the present 
time. He stated he gave up smoking cigarettes »ne and one- 
half years ago. He stated that he was pretty sure most 
of the younger veterans employed in the building have smoked 
marijuana before and that they have probably smoked it in 
the building. He advised that he is "positive” no one 
was smoking either cigarettes or marijuana on the sixth floor 
on the night of the fire. 


He stated that at least twice a week, people go 
to the file section on all of the floors to smoke marijuana 
or cigarettes. He stated that he either sees or hears of 
the same people dokg this. 


At this stage of the interview 
asked if he would take a polygraph test about the above 
statements and stated he would. 


was 


] then stated that he has smoked cigar¬ 


ettes and marijuana in the NPRC on the sixth floor and other 
floors. He stated that the younger people employed in the 
building "definitely” smoke all over the building, but 
that ap proximately one mon th ago, he heard that a friend 
of his. l l as stopped by a Federal Bureau 

of Investig ation Agent in the building regarding 
j bringing aarcotics into the building, 

stated that he "really became paranoid” over the 


smok ing of marijua na in the building after th is incident 



are 


He stated that the odds _________ 

imukuu marijuana, but would not state whether he has 
ever seen him smoking in the building. 


stated that he can definitely smell 
marijuana when someone is smoking in the building, but that 
the individual doing the smoking "usually takes off” when 
someone approaches. 


b'7C 
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Interviewed 


by 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole ot Iron sc r iptiori 


7/13/73 


| | Missouri f t.plfinhnnp nnmhpyl I 

contacted at his parent’s ypg-iHpnnp aTI I 

I M issouri, telephone number I I He was 

advised of the official identity of the interviewing 
Agent and that the interview concerned the fire at the 
National Personnel Records Center - Military (NPRC-M) 
on July 12, 1973. He then furnished the following 
information• 


He is currently employed as a I | at 

NPRC-M and works the 4:00 p.m. - 12:30 a.m. shift. He 
began his empl oyment at N PRC-M approximately June, 1972 
and has been al I th e entire period. His 

| I He is normally assigned to 

tne mop and wax crew out ortenworks relief and therefore 
works everywhere in the building at different times. 


During the evening of July 11, 1973 \ _| 

was assigned to the mail room, restrooms, publication 
(or printing) room, and the motor pool. All these areas 
were on the first floor. He finished his work and left 
NPRC-M at 11:00 p.m., July 11, 1973, although he signed out 
as of 12;30 p.m., July 12, 1973. He stated when he left 
he did not notice anything unusual or suspicious. 


Concerning the fire[ 


jstated he 


no idea how the fire could have started or where it started. 
He first heard of it on the radio* He added a couple of 
months ago r there wa s a string of fires in the restrooms 
at NPRC-M. I I feeIs these had to have been started 

by someone. 


He stated he had heard on the radio that the 
fire possibly started on the sixth floor. He thinks that 
there is only a total of three employees working on the 
sixth floor during his shift. He added these three are 
custodians. 


stated if the fire was started by arson, 
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he has no idea who could have been responsible for it. 

He has no reason to suspect anyone of starting the fire 
and knows of no NPRC-M employees who are disgruntled 
enough to cause this. He has heard of no rumors concerning 
a fire and has not noticed anything or anyone acting 
suspicious or unusual in the past weeks. 

It is his opinion that it would be very 
difficult for an outsider to get into the building after 
5:00 p.m, without help from the inside as the security is 
tight due to the utilization of guards and the doors 
being locked at 5:00 p.m. 


furnished the following information: 


Name 



Sex 

Male 


Race 

White 


Address 

i 

771 

Telephone 

Previous address 


[Missouri 


J 

Missouri 


Teleohone 

> i 

] 

Date of Birth 


~1 

Place of Birth 

_ 

jMissouri 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

b T 10"- 

150 

Long brown 

Full beard 

Eyes 

Hazel 


Social Security [ 


| 

Account Number 
Education 



Attending^ 

1 


Community 

College 


I Concluded by saying if he learns of 

any information concerning the fire, he will contact 
the St. Louis Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of tr orvsc r iptioo 


7/16/73 


Missouri, telephone number [ l wa u interviewed at the 

St, Louis Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

He was advised of the official identity of the interviewing 
Agent and that the interview concerned the fire at the 
National Personnel Records Center - Military (NPROM) on 
July 12, 1973, He then furnished the following information: 

He was originally employed at NPRC-M for a couple 
of months in 1968 in a training program for messengers. 

There were no openings at this time and he was let go. He 
be gan his current em ployment at NPRC-M i n October. 1970. , _ 

in T I He has continued in i | b/C 

and is currently working in this field, I I 

I 1 l and he works the 4:00 P.M, to 12:30 A,M, 

shift. 


In his job, ! l is assigned to the escalators 

on the first through sixth floors. He is responsible for the 
dusting and sweeping of both ends of the escalators. When 
he starts his shift, he begins on the sixth floor and works 
down to the first. He worked his normal shift on July 11, 
1973, and began working on the sixth floor as usual. 


finished his work at about 12:00 Midnigfekt 
and went to the locker room to clean up. At this time no 
one had mentioned anything about a fire. At about 12:15 A.M., 
July 12, 1973, he went to the second floor to sign out, 

WhiAe he was standing in line waiting to sign out, someone 
had mentioned that there was a fire upst airs. N o mention 
of the size or exact location was made, I [ stated he 

assumed the fire was small and was under control. He thought 
no more about It, and signed out and left at 12:30 A,M, 


I I stated on Thursday afternoon, July 12, 1973, 

he first learned the extent of the fire. He added that on his 
shift he did not notice anything or anyone acting unusual, 
suspicious, or out of the ordinary. He had no idea of the 
cause oT location of the origin of the fire. 


Inte 


by 


tewed on_ 


7/16/73 
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I I had not noticed anything or anyone 

suspicious for the past couple of months, and has not heard 
of any rumors of anyome who desired to start a fire at 
NHIC-M* He added he had no idea who could have caused 
the fire, if the cause was arson, and he suspects no one 
of doing this* He knows of no organisations or individuals 
who are militant against the Federal Government or the 
NPRC-M adalnlstration, who might be responsible for the fire* 

I "l atated it is his opinion that it would 

be very difficult for an outsider to get into the NPRC-M 
but that it would be easy for any NPRC-M employee to move 
around freely to any area* 


I I then furnished the following descriptive 

information: 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Address 


Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Byes 

Social Security 
Account Number 
Military 
Arrests 


Education 


Characteristics 

| "C oncluded by saying he would contact the St* 
Loufe Office of tie FBI if he learns of information regarding 
the origin of the fire. 


Negro 

Male 


i 

- 1 

Missouri. 

te Ieoh one 1 1 


1 


J Missouri 

0 1 11" 

225 

Large 

Black 

Brown 


1 


_Mawa_ 



s 

Attending 

i i 

i 

r 

42 + T Ate 4 m 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 20, 1973 


i ■ - | Federal Protective 

Service, Bad*4_| advisee he wee on duty at the 

National Personnel Records Center - Military Branch. , 

on July 11, 1973, working the three to 11 shift. | | 

post was the sain guard desk, which is the only door 
through which access say he gained to the building 
after 5:00 P.M . Until 5:00 P.M. this doer was 
guarded by FPO l I was 

on building patrol, and I ■ l ^ a also on 

outside duty. After 5:00 P.M.it is I I job 

to see if all gates to property are lock ed on the b7C 

10 foot fence surrounding the building. | | 

f |patrolled the fourth, fifth, and sixth 

floors until about 10:3 5 F.M. He caae down free patrol 
at 10:30 P.M. to relieve !" | for * break a nd advise d 
all was norsal at that tine• prior to that, 1"" 1 

reported every hour, tel.enhonl ral 1w tn. indicate that 

everything was normal. |_ leans in froa 

outside patrol at 8:30 P.M. and patrolled floors 
one, two, and three inside the building. 

l advisod that during the entire shift nothing 
unusual occurwed, and that there were no unauthorised 
persons in the building. He advised that his shift 
ended at 11:00 P.M. and there was no fire in the building, 
to his knowledge, when he left. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 20, 1973 


Jcreneral ServioM 
that on July 11, 


Administration (OSA)| | advised that ob July 11, 1973 

the night of the fire « tne Matioaal Personnel Records 
Center - Military Branch he worked the four to 12 shift 
assigned to patrol of floors four, five and six which 

incl u de s all safes,,salntessnee and engineering r< 


and general patrol, 
areas on those floors, ana 
and 10:30 P.M. 


iance 

I sal 
mikes 


said he had acc< 
rounds between 


to all 
5:00 P # M 


About 10:30 P.mJ_ 

second *>r floor straight 

relieved | 


There was no fire on » 
said he relieved 

is not p ermitted 
time. | 


I said he came to the 
from the sixth floor and 

_at the main guard desk._ 

x when he left that floor. I 
between 10:30 P.l. and 12:00 


and 


of 


to leave the desk during that period 
Isaid he noticed no unusual smells or 
activity, and nothing out of the ordinary at anytime 
during his shift. 


the 

in. 


He stated no unauthorized persons entered 
jmilding- and everyone in the building was signed 


, | advised he was relieved at midnight by FPO 
I with nothing eventful happening to tut point. 
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;-0 ?-r; -RF v I i 2 7 70! 


Dole of Ironsc option 


7/19/73 


telephone| | was contacted and provided the 

following information: 


Protective service 


is a 


in the Federal 


security force assigned at the National 
Personnel Records Center. He works the midnight to 8:00 AM 
shift and his desk is located at the west end of the 
building. 


on July 12, 1973, he was told by 
who had been patrolling the parking 
area, tha t there was smoke coming from the sxith floor. 

| j immediately contacted the Community Fire Depart¬ 

ment by the red phone, direct line on his desk. 


I I has no direct knowledge of any other 

events happening that morning since his desk was at the 
other end of the building. He is not aware of any threats 
or attempts to set fire to the building nor is he aware 
of any bad fire hazards on the sixth floor. He has heard 
that there have been two or three fires during the day 
which were thought to have been set intentionally. 



pounds, 


I_I is 

date of birth 


a Negro male, six foot two. 



190 


b' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole or transcription 


7/26/73 


I I advised that she has been employed at the National 

Personnel Records Center (NPHC), 9700 Page, from 1967 to 
1969, and from March, 1971 to the present time* She stated 
she is employed as an| \ regular Army records, enlist¬ 

ment eligibility activities oxrice, located on the vest end 
of the sixth floor near the esculators. She advised that she 
worked the 7:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. shift on July 11, 1973 and 
that during that time she noticed nothing unusual* She stated 
that there have been no fires on the sixth floor to her know¬ 
ledge, but there was a mop fire in the women 9 s restroom approxi¬ 
mately one week prior to the fire. She stated there have been 
several small fires in restrooms in the past, but that she 
knows of no one who started these fires. 

I I stated that she has observed some of 

the young people at the records center who work through the 
Neighborhood Youth Corps Program walk into a restroom with a 
stack of papers and when they came out they had none. She 
stated she believes some of these young people are tearing 
up records and could possibly be responsible for starting some 
of the small fires. 

- b 7 C 

was 

lew: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 


Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Social Security 
Account Number: 


White 

Female 

5*5" 

140 lbs. 

Reddish-brown 

Green 

(always wears glasses 

nr <*nntfl rt Iftrtfiiinl 

,1 ■ _ I 

I I Missouri 
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Husband: 

Son: 

Arrests: 



None 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/24/73 


phone ntnJher l I advlMd n xonowg; 


1 tele- 


He is employed in the National Personne l Becords 
Center (HPHC) , 9700 Page, as a I I in the Auto¬ 

mated Equipment Division, Reserve Components Personnel Admin¬ 
istration Center* He stated he will be employed at the NPHC 
tor 11 years in September of 1973. Be advised he started 
work on the fifth floor as a file clerk and has worked on the 
sixth floor in the past. 


He stated he arrived at work at 11:45 p.s., July 11, 

1973, to work his normal shift, 11:50 p.m. to 7:50 a.m. He b7C 

stated when he arrived, part of the clean up crew was working 
on the second floor and that he signed in and went directly 
to the fourth floor where he works. He noticed no strange 
faces or anything unusual. 

At approximately 12:15 July 12, 1973, he thought 

he heard someone say a computer machine was burning and he 
smelled smoke. He and| I went 

to the door of the computer room and through the window could 
see very thick smoke in the corridors. 

At approximately 12:20 f | b alled the guards 

and advised them of this smoke. | | ft Iso sent the military 

personnel and the In + f>fi«nnt#r t rirwn- 

sfairs. At this time, ]_| 

| [ere still in the computer room. They went to the 

oxner aoor of the computer room and through the window observed 
the fiie area on the fourth fl#or. At this time, there was 
"some smoke", but not very much. They then went back to the 
computer room and "poweUed down" all computer equipment. 

At approximately 12;25 to 12:35 a.m, three firemen 
came to the fourth floor and two were sent to check the r est , 
rooms, but reported no fire. The fireman in charge asked | 
to call the guards 1 desk in order to get the esculators 
working, so more firemen could cone up to the fourth floor. 
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Rv this timfl. all of t.hft fjntnpiitfti* equipment was shut down. 

I I then walked downstairs to the second 

floor and t hey heard someone yell to evacuate the building. 

| | left the building, walked around to the back of it, 

ana there observed the fire. At this time, it was centrally 
located on the sixth floor in the back, behind one of the 
big exhaust fans. The flames had broken the glass an4 were 
lapping over the roof. The flames at this time were approxi¬ 
mately 40-50 feet wide. Be stated that almost immediately 
the flames started jumping sideways with great repetlty. 

He stated he left at approximately 2:30 a.m. and at 
that time the entire sixth floor was not engulfed in flames. 


| | stated that from his experience working in 

the recor<? section, he feels the record section could not burn 
or spread that quickly due to the fact the records are tightly 
packed into very heavy cardboard boxes. He stated that burning 
these records would be like trying to burn a rolled up news¬ 
paper. He feels something must have been used to start the fire b 
as it spread so quickly. He stated that cleaning fluid could 
have been used and the custodial force has access to it. He 
believes the cleaning fluid is stored on the first floor. He 
stated he does not feel gasoline or any flamable substance could 
have been brought into the building due to the security pro¬ 
cedures. 


He advised he has never beard anyone talk about set¬ 
ting fires, although he feels several of the young people working 
at the recmmds center in the "youth programs” may have started 
several small fires in the past. He stated that approximately 
five years ago there were not even any "dirty words" written on 
the bathroom walls, but since the youth -tru*™ h>u B 

troubles in the buildin g. He stated he is the I ___| 

I "H and that he comes in contact with these 

problems frequently. 


The following description of 
through observation and interview: 


was obtained 


Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Build: 

Weight: 


White 
Male 
5*11" 
Heavy 
325 lbs 





SL 52-4856 


Hair; 

Eyes: 

Brown 

Hazel-green 

_fftlwQTgg m>arg_< 

DrlflflfiAQ 'l 

Date of Birth: 




Place of Birth: 
Social Security 
Account Number: 


issouri 

Scars and Marks: [ 




□ 

Military Service: 

None 



Wife: 



Employment: 

Sane Address 

National Personnel 

Son: 




Arrests; 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ST. LOUIS ST. LOUIS 7/30/73 7/12-30/73 

TI Tt.£ OF CASF 


MAJOR FIRE. NATIONAL SA| 

PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - CHaraFep 6f CaSc 
MILITARY (NPRC-M) 

7/12/73 


pdp 


DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 


' i i 


REFERENCES: SL tel to Bureau, 7/12/73; 

SL airtel to Bureau, 7/19/73. 

- P - 


ENCLOSURES: Enclosed for the Bureau are 5S photographs 

of the fire and its aftermath at the NPRC-M, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: The National Bureau of Standards (NBS) has 

conducted an investigation at the fire scene 
from the standpoint of safety and prevention of future such 
fires, but indicates no interest in the criminal aspects 
of this matter. The NBS is very interested in receiving 
a copy of FBI photographs taken at the scone and a summary 
of the FBI's investigation as to physical evidence. A copy 
of the report is, therefore, not being disseminated to that 

A.CCOW- . S CL A (S' D * rlQrlF j 0 .. : .. ‘ 

} ' -M N 


b7C 


x 

X 


: 

4 - Bureau (Enc. - 53) 

1 - 112th MI, Ft. Leonard Wood 
1 - GSA Public Building Servioe, SL 
1 - National Archives and Records 
Service, SL 

1 - Federal Protective Service, SL 

2 - St. Louis (52-4856) 

v_.,- . 

<S> ; ; 

Or ■- «i.-fc- In-ihr. A.-,, I R. ■■■■ 


NO ' 




-/Sf 




t * 
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agency but it will be furnished an LHM summary under 
separate cover, with photographs enclosed. 

Two additional copies of the report are being 
furnished the Bureau for any dissesination to interested 
agencies it deems appropriate on a headquarters level. 

Copies of photographs being disseminated 
to appropriate local agencies receiving a copy of this 
report also under separate cover. 

LEADS: 

ST. LOPIS : 

AT ST. LOUIS, MO. : 

1. Will follow with demolition contractor 
foradditional developments as to cause of fire. 

2. Will continue to locate and interview 
employees who have been on annual leave or otherwise absent 
since the fire. 

3. Will follow with National Archives and 
Records Service as to rehabilitation of the record keeping 
facility, and as to when restoration of full access to 
records may be expected. 


- B* - 
COVER PAGE 



FD- 204 (Rev. 8-3 50) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
federal bureau of investigation 

1 - 112th Military Intelligence, Fort Leonard Wood, 

Missouri 

1 - GSA Public Building Service, St. Louis 
1 - National Archives and Records Service, St. Louis 
1 - Federal Protective Service, St. Louis 


Report of: 
Date: 


SA 

July 30, 1973 


Office; 


ST. LOUIS 


Field Office File f» : 
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Bureau File 


MAJOR FIRS, NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M) 
JULY 12, 1973 


Character: 


DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON 


Fire discovered sixth floor center section, 

National Personnel Records Center - Military Branch, shortly 
after midnight 7/12/73 by Federal protective Service (FPS) 
and custodial personnel. Interviews of all FPS, custodial, 
files, and computer personnel in building at time of fire 
as well ms extensive examination of site of original fire 
failed to disclose any evidence of arson. St. Louis 
conducting additional interviews and following with demolition 
contractor for any further developments as to cause of fire. 

- P - 





I 


2 
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DKTAIL8; 


I . EXAM I EAT I Gif OF SIXTH FUXMt HU SCJCMS 



SL 52-48S6 


II. IifTfc.’RVIKWS 0 1 CUSTODIAL EMPLOYEES 



FD-302 (REV. n-27-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription, 7/18/73 


Missouri, \va 3 contacted by SA | _his parents 

residence concerning the fire, which occurred at the 
National Personnel Hecords Center-Militaxy (NPBC-M) on the 
evening of July 11, 197 3, and furnished the following 
information: 


|_|advised he hag h^pn nmni qvrh at the record 

center since June, 1972, as a l I His normal 

working hours are 4:00 to 12:00 A*M«, and his areas of 
responsibility at the center are the fourth and fifth floors* 


On the evening of July 11, 1973. 1 I worked entirely 

on the fourth and fi fth -Pirj or and did not have occasion to go 
t;o the sixth floor. said he knew of no one he had 

come in contact with at tne record center who would be 
desirous and capable of destroying the building* He said he 
first became awax-e of the fire at approximately 12:15 A.M., 
when he went to the second floor o f the building to sign out ^ 7 ^ 
for the evening* At that time his | I told 

him ther© was a fire in the building! I I then decided 

to go take a look at the fire and left the second floor 
via the stairwell,and pJLLmhpd to the sixth floor* This 
particular stairwell, I I said, was the one nearest the 
main entrance desk on the we stend of the building. Upon 
arriving on the sixth floor, I b bserved smoke coming out 

of the sixth flo or door s and seemingly flowing into a nearby 
elevator shaft. I I opened a door in the hallway which leads 
to the file section on the sixth floox* in the southwest corner 
of the building. lie walked over to the south side of the 
building where the windows are located and said that the 
west one-third of the building on the sixth floor in the file 
section was not on fire and was relatively clear of smoke* 
However, as he looked toward the east end of the building 
and began walking in this direction, he ran into a solid 
wall of heavy dense, grayish-black smoke. He estimated 
that this covered the other two-thirds of the floor. At that 
time he left the file area and entered into the hallway; and 

doors that were caponed to the file section. 


Interviewed on 


7/17/73 


„ St. Louis. Missouri 



SL 52-4856 


7/18/73 


Dote dictated 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and fs loaned to your agency; 
It nnA tte .nntAnlt nro not to he distributed outside vour aoencv. 
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He then left the sixth floor via the stairway he had come 
up and proceeded to the second floor, where he exited the 
building. He stayed outside the buildin g only ap proximately 


fi\e minutes and left for his residence# 


■ecalled that 


on the sixth floor some lights were on bux CTuld not 


tell if the exhaust fans were on or off# | [ emphasized 

on the west one-third of the sixth floor he did not observe 
any flames and the area was relatively clear of smoke# He 
said on his travels to and from the sixth floor he did not 
observe anyone else# 


further stated that prior to being informed 
that a fi^e naa'occurred in the building at 12:15 A#M# he 
had not observed any smoke. 


b’ 


The following information was^obtained from 
observation and interview: 


Name 

Residence 
Parents Residence 

Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 
Marital Status 
Military 
Occupation 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Telephone Number 


Missouri 

White 

Male 

I ~~i 

Single "7 

Veteran - tkk- Guard 

Student - I I junior College, 

majoring in general courses 

6 feet 

180 

Brown 


I I said he had been notified to report for work 

at the New Federal Building in St, Louis on the 4:00 to 12:00 
shift beginning July 17, 1973. 
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WILIOkM BBaunr ZiMUmn, Jr., TWiti UUnd lekee, 
toatt 2, St, Charles County, llaeeuxi, no telephone, mm 
interwieeed athcbe kftrtant of FMBWUC* inCXKXTU, 

10660 ClaoMao, th«r« be «m vliltia;,. P J O P «u tdviMd 
a» to the identity mi t ho lntecrvieWt A^ent by a oboe of 
hta tridautUU and ws i4v1m 4 ttatt bo mo bo in, In tor vl r ood 
ceneeraia*. o tiro at the Motional Pareooael Mo o o rda Coo tor 
<*WC), 9700 Pa*o. SUKMU achrleed no follow: 

Ho mdkvt Md bo lo employed by the Go non 1 Score icee 
Adniols tr»ti«n, Fuklic Bui Id la*. Imioo, Custodial Foqm-o 
at the OBC t 9700 . So ad? lend bo cloan* o n o-balf of 

the efficM on the northeast cor nor of the a lath floor and 
that those dot lee do not rooolro hie to t m into the roc tarda 
mkt tloo. Oo Jol 7 11, 1973, bo m warklAt; tbo 4:00 p.w. to 
12:30 a.a. ail if t. So stated bo loft the a lath floor at 
approacinotely 10:30 to 10 j 4 5 jj. a. to B o to tbo fourtfa floor. 
Finance Sect lot; Office, which lo eir-owndl tinned. Bo a to tod 
that tbo air-oefldltioaiot. in tbo buildiAu la abut off after 
5:09 p. and It la ^wxtrowly hot". When bo left tbo 
sixth floor, bo noticed ootfeliu omaeual aad stated bo 
k now of oo eoo who Wld wstut to atari a firo at tbo 
Boo or do Center nor 414 bo htaealf. 

Bo atoted bo found out about tbo firo ebon bo wax 
on tbo o o co n d floor w*i t io t to lease eerfc. So stated there 
wore no alarm* nacoded and the build la*: wee net emcae tod 
of tbo owp loy oo o , who bed to wait iaeido tbo bulldla* to 
alun out at ISjSO a,c. 

Be ndrieed that oo July 11, 1973, hla supervisor , 
tvmXY BJnm, bad la forme d bio tbet there bed bees tee flree 
within the teat w e ek in the building and that BOMB talked 
te a 1b about fire prevent ton, 

Tbo felloe lag description of SMWB was obtained 
tbreach observe tie* and interview: 

ftaoei White 


7/ISAS St. Bottle Goaty, Wleemrl SL 6S-4W66 


7/17 AS 



3 

th 52-4856 


S«z; 

hmi hi: 

Weight: 

Urn ir ; 

lyee: 

dmte o t birth; 
place of birth: 
flocim 1 Security 
Humber: 

Marital statue: 
Military: 


Mirim 1 uunber; 
Father: 

Mother: 
Amploywent: 


Parent* reeldmnee: 
Telephone: 


ttmle 

5 * 10 " 

IbO pouuds 

Li L h v brown; wuatmche mud beard 
Blue 

February 3, 1MB 
St. Louis, Missouri 

490-54-98B0 
31dk le 

United State* Air Force 
2/10/69-1/14/72; 
honorable discharge 
68096231 

WILLIAM D. JCLMOfiK , Sr. 

ALICE EUtOMi 
Peraonoel Office, St. 

Lstee*8 Boepitml, 

6700 Delear Avenue 
10411 Driver 

Over lead, Missouri 

423-1507 
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July 17, 

1 


I l oss adrtood of ttoo ldootity 

of tlM iBttPflfving A|««t as mm 11 u tto* fact that ho 
«M IbIji UUrvl wd oBttt tf mlf m poMlblt tm Moral 
?l»Utlo§ ii CBQMdlioa with dMtrntlM of flo»ir—iit 
property. 

< »ih tdy lai d tktt Mm taM too mm writ lag as 

a| | at ttoa Military hrMOMl tMorto Camtsr 

(IFtU) lor ipprox iaatoly 19 yoara mimorn ttoo tool 14lag 
osa op a ti ad, So *d<tod ttoot too tout 32 yo on of Gofomoont 
torvlc*. Wm ata tod ttoot on July 11, 1273, too arrlvod 
at vorfc at approxiaatoly 3:4$ P.I, at which tlso ho 
v«it to work oo tho oocosd floor of ttoo building. too 
workod am ttoo ooo os d floor oatil tola laaoto brook at 
7:32 7,1, oftor which too ioat to vork oo ttoo sixth floor. 

To ttoo bo ot of tolo rocolloctloa too workod oo ttoo oixtto 
floor tram appraxiaatoly 1:00 7.1. uotll 10:22 7J, at 
which t loo too rot o ra a i to ttoo first floor vtooro too roadiowd 
until approximately 12:2$ i,I. f July 12, 1273, At ttolo 
tlao too hoard oovoral Udirldutlt cpoak lag of a flro 
apstairw aad too ox 1 tod through ttoo ooot door . Philo 
Ilf Ida ttol jnllilnf too oae ooataatod toy tota l | 

I | otoo aohod tolo to stay for awhllo la oaoo 

there pas anything that oould too dene to help. too 
raoalaad aotll eppranlsately 2)32 i.l. a ad ohoorrod 
ttoo flro oo ttoo oixtto floor la ttoo aootb aid* of ttoo 
tout 14 lag. Mo otatod that to or lag ttoo course of ttoo oveelng 
aethiog aaoono 1 had occurro d tor toad too aotleod aay 
ladl rldoale vtoo wr« am foal liar to tola or who a p p eared as 
though ttooy did not belong at MfftC, 

B« lo doocrlbod am follows: 


Add^ooa 



Telephone 


Missouri 

Saco 

Magro 


Sox 

Mala 



D*t« of toirtto 


7/12/72 St* Louie, mimmomr 1 SI* 5X-4a$€ 


1273 


b7C 


7/12/73 




2 

Sh 52-4556 


Bright 

weight 

Eyw* 

Bair 

Barital statu* 

Military awrvicw 
Social security Mu«b«r 


5’fc M 

160 

Brown 

Black 

Harriet 

U. S. Army. 1 04i through 1044 

| b7C 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7/M/73 


I I *t. Lou la, 

Hisooteri, was laforsod of the idastity of tfeft tltorf 
AfMt »« f#ll m tin fact that In nt btlac literrimd 
WiomiJg * pwonlbl* /■ iftral violatioA 1* co MiettM 
with ttwr tractlo• of flnrarn*ant PQejmartj. | | 

n« atrlaad that k* m baiog ralat^rrlMad 1 b tnom 
to 4tt«nlM tk* aacftot t tftw of kl* wbor*»fapnta m tin 
owwlhf of JTwly 11, 1973, I I statod that ke arrived 

ftt vort ftt ABpncUtkLy 3*45 |.m. bM mt to »«rk os tin 
s a oo nd floor mt the KlUtiry KwruftHl Re cor d Ob* tar. Ho 
worked oa tko i»ooft < floor 1* tko corridor u»tll kl* 
l o * oA brook »t T :3C p.w. rolloviif kl* l«uk brook 
fco w«wt up to tko sixth floor rk*ra k* worked fro* 
aumiftfttaly 9:00 p.o. wstil 10:00 p.w. Bo thas w«at 
d o w n to tk* first floor whore ba worked for ft* addition*! 
two hoors oatll shortly aftwr widwight at which tin* ho 
phwkfirl olotko* and prwpaurod to sics out aa4 go kowa, 

Ba roc*Xla that ko first Board of a firs la tk* building 
at ryinnTtssfalT *f t** a f « M vkoa bo sas oo tko first 

floor, |_la to tod that ko la e—ftldara kly oldor 

than tha Majority of the sspleysos ftt Military f_raa*n 1 
Bacocd Castor sad dhow sot assoc late with his follow 
waap lfty oo * . Bo, thsrwfere, could sot rwoall tko aawaa of 
aay of tha athar lad lw Idea la who worked oa tk* sixth 
floor with his. 


7 / 17/73 


St, Laali v Missouri 


SL 59-4SS6 


:wls 


7 / 90/73 


✓ 
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III 


gwwgi » nuts job> compute pwmmxtl 



7/13/73 


r r r> F P A 1 fU! c !'' '• U O F I IN L 5 H ■A T i G N' 


M l— e « r l, tSTSjggg m>ir i l »— muw oT i~EI~ 

idontlty tbj_tDtvrl«vln,. t aud tbo Batura of tb# 

lnttr^lM, | I prosidod tfao following iafartsatiou: 


I l ata tod that no is • wpl w 

at tbo tooorSOiflUr aad la omployod a* «l I 

I* la t a tudant at tbo t»f a 1 a* our 1 la Columbia, 

oajoarin- la Buol a * a * MnUlstrttlM aad will b* a aopboMora 
wteon h« r«t>jrM ! o ocbool la Soptovaber , 1973. 


1 


o* eoi 


a lab* 1 to bar* tbt 


i*c 


rotor** eastor tHiildliv 
4r00 p.a. to 12:30 a.** 
on July 11, 1073, 


•istf of cnoofciatf .fllaa and 
or4* cooputoriaod. I I 

work * o<3 tho aoaood floor of th* 
*od bo w ork* tbo oroniau ahidl, 
lidvlaMl that bo did work 


| | adrlood that bo r — a load oi tfeo au g end floor 

fro* appro* 1*0toly 4:05 p.a. through Hjlfi a oxcapt for 
tbo poriod S;00 p.a. to fttS fl o.a, »baa bo wont to tb* fifth 
floor a nock bar for Latah * I I atm tod that bo aaw ao now 

oaployooo or aay aawplcI om* looJcin; poopl* mod tfcoro were no 
aaaooal oocormaooa «a tha ooooln^ July 11, 1973. 


I ladvlaod that wbon bo woat to tbo fifth 

floor oa July U, 1*73 at StOO p.a., bo did aot aooll soofco 
and did wot ooo any flro. Mm adviaod that tbo firwt tie*# 
bo know tboaro waa a flro woo appro* la* to ly 10:30 a.*, wbou 
h* woo loosing tbo building to o hooo. 

[ |la dooeribod ao follow*: 


b'7C 


Baeo: 

tea: 

fiato of birth: 
Bol*ik;: 

Volgbv: 

Bair: 

Social Sooarily #« 


Caucasian 

Halo 

- 1 

5 * 10" 

ISO pounds 

i* ™ i 


1 / 12 / 7 $ St, Uaola, diooowri f52~3&»6 


dls 


7/10 A3 






fL 52-3856 


Father: 


Mother; 

Umployeen t: 



Mlaaour i 


National Pereonnel Records 
Caaier, GSA Bacord Center 
5/14/73 throa^b present 
(iiumer employment) 


Mnployee Identi¬ 
fication Number 
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1 at. 


itatitr 

m 

M tbi tolbmimg iMtwemXtmi 

ttet It u to !>• 

la 0 —i t ar mm m\ 

.4. If73. at la a 


] 


m Bit, 441 M U1MI as, 
l fMft so tte sla*t mi **lj 11, 

♦f da l a wrto Mik«r Inuit^. 
te otter floors of ttea telUULag 
ssJLy *m tte, Cite to tiM M 
f stes te «Mtt tv tte spcrrsid flos 


ttet te ss t s d MtMafMMssil 

19D. te Hvite ttet te tH 

V or teivitelt 

otw - 


it prime to iomvlat, 
m are _ te 


at 
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Date of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hnir; 

Byes: 

Social &ecuri ty 
account mutWr ; 
Educwtioc: 


153 

Brown 

Blow 



Student, St. L.ouls (ftsiverttity, 
mm j oring in psychology 
1973 Buick Centary > white over 


green. 1974 Eiwwxiri license 


\uta*obile: 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Jaiy 13 , 1 ST 73 


litfOiU'i, talfAot l I Military 

H/ionwl Records Cwttr (KWfcC), *700 P*»e, 0#r land, 
iisso«rl r advised as follow cosoeralaf his knowledge 
of the firs that occurred on July L2, 1*73, at »KC: 


advised that 
approx last a ly 41. 


be i 
_ an 


a a 


m 

a* k*,i 


a loaf eltb 
umfter the sapervtsioe of | 
epeela1 project for the unx ««rvi7T 
advised that ha checked la at 3j30 p.3 
and slgaed out at 13:30 A.3., J»ly 13, 


war employee 
young people 
(phonetic) 
Coaalaaloa. 

, July ll f 
1*73. 


<m a 


I pd vised that ha works on the saooxd floor 

sad oaly leave* It to go to loach on thc^ fifth floor. 


I a dvised that at approxlaately 13: 10 A.3. 

ha laft tba first floor to raters files that ha bad 
bee* narking os and apprortsa tely II; 30 M. returned 
to tha s a e oad floor to «lffi atrt. | [ advised on hla 

return to the se c o nd floor ha could see 11 sank* on tba 
stairs. stated that at 13:10 A.H. sh ea ha saa cm the 
• talrsay ha did hot seal! ssofee. 


I | advised that ha iota not keae of asyoee 
efao weald hare started the fire at WMtC and has so knowledge 
as to hot it vsa started. 


b7( 


The foilndhg is s description of 


Kane 

Hot 

Sax 

i- - - r 


White 

Sale 

Dele, place of birth 

i 

l 

Mlffct 

yr 


taight 

130-140 


•air 

3ft> vw 


gyes 

ft rose 


Address 

1 

i 


Missouri 



] Xissoarf 


7/13/73 


BA 

li 


MlvaKrari 
J3C: pdp 


»L 59~4S5« 
7/13/73 
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Occupation 
Automobile 


Student, Oklahoma University, 
K inun, Oklahoma 
1*71 Rambler Am 
lluotirl license 


ibasandrn 

mte I 


b7C 
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I 


at hi* rt«l(W 


1 Ml— o ur 1, Ulipbont 


lofl 


1 


• t>d iuppl 1*4 


tn# louowi 


I w»a lateryTewed 

eg inform* tton: 


[ 


] ady 1 —ri he la pjrwaaatly employed 


at the Army Pub Heat lam Ceater loo* tad at lh55 Poodeon 
* Mt. tauia, Mie—url which 1* lac*tad directly 
bind th* __ttllltary Record* Carter, 9700 Page Boulevard, 
tatad that bt tag beau employed at tee 
Center lor 
k a* t 


patti 


js 


icati 
deacr ibea 


nli 


a—jroalm atel y 
at of a I 


and 


h« 


I | further advi—d that on July 11, 

perforalas a 3:13 P.M. te 11:4 5 P.M. ahlft. At 


1973 


at« 1 y 11:13 A«M« that evening,[ 


] adv iaed 

In* the 


that while driving fro* the Pub1leatIona Cantar 
R—da Can tar in an attempt to wait «c Papa Boulevard, 
do obmarvad amok* wwaaa t \ xxu fro* t n* top floor of tha 
Record* Cantar. |atatad that la an attempt 

to gat a olamer loot to eea where tna i~lrr wa« coming 
from he drare hla car to a pooltion facing toe mouth aide 
of tba Lai ifcdlag. at that jW at teoufhaaat corner 
of tfca building, | | atatad he olimerwed —oka 

and a ppr o x imately flye different blamea oc the aiath 
of the Pe rnordm Cantar. The blame« ware a*| 
described rising to approximate1 y two feet afibVd thd 
wi nd o w ledge on the sixth flo or and —re m e aerated approx! 
ten feat apart. Furthermore, | I etated the 

Mamaa which be maw cowered an area from the caster 
of building to the aeuthaaat ca r wa r of the building. 


b7< 


floor 


tely 



Jidvlaed that when ft 
to ba y beep ce 
them* I ~ 


3 


firat ohaervad 
"pretty —11" 
eta ted after 


the fla—a they 
by the time ha 
noting the mar low— *1 the fire, be iw— d lately 
pra—eded to tba weet aide of the building to alert the 

guard who warn etatlamed there at which time ha warn — t 

la front of the building by that mama guard who adylead 
ha warn a m *rm of tba fire. 


7— 1*—73 »t. Louie, M i— rl ML 5» d dS * 


7-1P-73 
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_l**l _■— 

1, t-'v* ‘ *~+*r r_ 

pfiled Um totlotlatlSi 


ten; 


I I *4* 1—d ik«hM btn a* «■* layer 

of tte w ort o#»t*r laeatte et fTttfl »■— Oftrlwid, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole ol lronscrlpllon. 


7/18/73 


Missouri , was contacted by SA l h t hia residence, 

concerning the fire that occurred at the National Personnel 
Records Center-Military (NPRC-tt) on July 11, 1973, and 
STEWART furnished the following information: 

I_ advi sed that h© has been employed as a GS-4 

temoorarj|at the record center since October, 1971, 
and in re cent weeks nas been working on special projects. 

| ^aid that hls work is Primarily located on the first 

and second floors of the record center bat he had previously b7c 
worked on the sixth floor. During the evening of July 11, 1972, 
brorked entirely on the first and second floors and 
only left these floors to proceed to the fifth floor snack bar 
at approximately 8:00 P.M. After a short break he returned 
AfTBin to his work area on the first and second floor. 

kdvised ho knew of no one that he had come in contact 
with at the center who would he desirous or capable of burning 
the record center, and on the evening of July. 11. 1973> he 
said he noticed nothing out of the ordinary, I [ first 

became aware of the fire at approximately 12:25 A.M., July 12, 
1973, when he went to the first floor of the record center 
to sign out for the evening. At that tiae he saw fire trucks 
and fixe men arriving at the building. He went outside, 
and observed flames coming from tho southeast corner of the 
building near the windows. | said at that time, 

approximately 12:35 A.M«, tiRrTTSCESCs were confined . to the — 
southeast corner area. At approximately 12:40 A,M« | 
left the center and returned to his residence* The -following 
information was obtained from interview and observation; 

Name 

Race 

(Sox Male __ 

Date of Birth I I 

Marital Status Married 

Height 5*9" 

Height 155 


Interviewed on. 


7/16/73 


St. Louis. Missouri 


SL 62-4855 



Dctf* dictated 


7/1S/73 


this document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the pa 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 


of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
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IV. 


I NTKHVI JEWS Of OUAjUW AMD FSDKRAL PftOTlCCTIVI 
SKfiVICE OTTICJOU CM DUTY JULY 11 AJTD JULY 12, 


1*73 



1 

m, 32-4856 
BAJ:ss 


/V. *». 1 

18, 1073, 




telephone 

ISt. t\oui«- 


was contacted By 

saI 

__ 


artvi pd he Is si Federal Protective Service I I 

I at the Adjutant General Pulbication* Center, 

1033 Woodson Head, Overland, where he works 12 aidnight 
to 8 A .M. On the morning of July 12 t 1973 h e was called 
by hie I " I who was 

at the national Pers onnel Reco rds caster. This was 
at about 12:30 A.M. I I told hia to lock up the 

publications center and assist la traffic control at the 
atain gate of the Records Center since there was a 
fire there. It was 12*40 A.M. before he got outside* 

All he could see of the fire was some ssoke from the 
€th floor windows on the south side of the building. Be 
helped direct traffic for one hour and then returned to 
the publications building. He could provide no 
further inf ©rant ion of value. 

I l ie desc ribed as a Kegr e nale, 5*8*\ 

ISO pounds, date of birth I | 
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VI. DSSCBXPTXOH Off F3QTOG%APHY 



.FD-302 [REV, ! ) -27-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date ot transcription.. 


July 23, 1973 


Photographs of the National Personnel Records 
Cen ter - Military Branch. 6700 Pare- »ar « taken by 
5An I | at A llying 35 

aillineter cameras * 

They are identified an follows: 

Croup A taken during the morning of July 12 , 
1973, daring the fire: 

1. Hoytheast corner 

2. Hat side 

3. JSast side 

4. Southeast corner 

5. fiast side 
d. East side 
7* Bast side 

9, Southeast corner 
9 . South side 

10. Southwest comer 

11. northeast corner 


the fire: 


Croup B taken in late norning July 12, 1973, during 


12 through 21 are aerial photograph. 

Group C taken July 13, 1973: 

22. Southwest corner 

23. Southeast corner 

24. Sa»t side 

25 through 30 were taken about 5:30 P.M. from a 

anorkel fire truck and show east side of sixth floor. 

Group i) aerial photographs taken at about 9:30 A.M. 

July 19, 1973, showing damage to the roof: 

31. South side 

32. South side 


7/12, 13, 18/73 

/nterviSwed on ______at 


___F ile #_ 



•WDspdp 


___Dote dictated__ _ * 


7/20/73 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ot the FBI. It is the property ot the FBI and loaned to your agency; 
if and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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34. East side 

35. South side 

36. South side 

37. Looking east 

Group E fire dasage on the sixth floor, taken 
J iy 18, 1973: 

38. Midway in south corridor looking west 

39. Midway is south corridor looking east 

40. Caved la roof and heat shelves with charred 
records south side center 

41. Office section north side 

42. File shelves, beading toward south side of 
building taken froa north side 

43. Filing shelves looking south toward caved in 
area of roof 

44. Filing shelves looking toward caved in roof 

45. Hecords folder in south corridor 

46. Stairwell on south side 

47. Filing cabinets on south east side 

»* « n H " ♦« 

49. Filing cabinets looking north f v<m south side 

50. Ft ifog cabinets taken from cave - in area of roof 

51. Filing shelves north central area 

52. Filing shelves and roof 

53. filing shelves, chaired paper and roof. 





Post Office Box 7251 

St. Louis, Missouri 63177 

July 31, 1973 


b'7C 


General Services Administration 
1500 Bast Bannister Hoad 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131 

He: Major Fire, National Personnel 

Records Center - Military (NPRC-M), 
July 12, 1973 

Destruction of Government Property, 
Possible Arson 


Dear 


Enclosed herewith is a copy of an investigative 
report dated July 30, 1973, at St. Louis concerning 
the fire at the National Personnel Records Center - 
Military located at 9700 Page Boulevard, St. Louis, 
Missouri, which fire occurred on July 12, 1973. 

Photographs of the Records Center are being 
prepared and will be forwarded to you when they are 
received by this office. 

I trust that the enclosed report will be of 
some assistance to you. 

Very truly yours, 


1 * ■ 

ROBERT G. KUNKEL 
Special Agent in Charge 


) 


Enclosure 1 


1~ AdcU'essee (Knc* 1) 
Cllr St. Louis (52-4856) 
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8/1/73 



A I R T E L 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM : SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) (P) 


MAJOR FIRE - 

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS 
CENTER - MILITARY (NFRC-M) il{J7j> 
DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT ; 
PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON 

00: ST. LOUIS 


.[ 


^formation of Bureau 
National Personnel Records Center (Military 


Branch), advised that considerable progress is being made 
toward rehabilitation of the Records Center. He 
gradually becoming accessible for recovery, but 




in¬ 


dicated that it will be sometime before operations at zne 
Center permit general access to records. Water removal, 
fogging and demolition operations continue, but a consider¬ 
able portion of the 50-million gallons of water poured into 
the building remains. 


b7C 


In addition, J. S. ALBERICI CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, 
which is the prime demolition contractor, has forbidden 
access to that portion of each of the five lower floors 
directly beneath demolition operations. This amounts to 
the rough equivalent of one third the length of the building 
on each floor. This requirement stems from fear of dropping 
huge chunks of concrete from the roof structure w eighing 
in the neighborhood of ten tons each. I [ reports that 

if dropped, the concrete would go to the casement. Additionally, 
if the boom of the huge crane used to do this work were to be 
pulled down or broken, it is feared the boom would slice 
through several of the floors. 


2 - Bureau (AM) 
2- St. Louis 

DRS:gmf (4) 

(V/ ' 



u 








SL 52-4856 



|_Jalso indicated that negotiations 

are currently being conducted regarding the future location 
of the United States Army Reserve ■ Control — rvrrmn — wthi oh h as 

occupied th e fourth floor, Whilel_ 

I desires to remain in the building. General Services 
Administration wants them to seek headquarters elsewhere, 
due primarily to space considerations. 


The sixth floor will not be rebuilt, and if the 
Army returns to the fourth floor, space in the building will 
be at an extreme premium, 

J | said that "dickering" over space require- 

axiocatlons is presently being conducted. Re 
could offer no advice as to when or whether tenant activity 
such as the Civil Service Commission, Social Security Adminis¬ 
tration, National Research Agency, Veterans Administration 
and the FBI would be afforded space, or if so, how much, 

l estimated it would be several weeks before 
any space would be available due to safety factors from 
ceilings which continue to fall, and from tile floors which 
are lifting due to water damage. Repair efforts alone are 
expected to interfere with and probably delay access to any 
space in the building. 


A visual inspection of FBI Office space on 7/30/73 
indicates it is generally in good condition but the floor is 
under water and much of the tile floor is beginning to lift. 
The ceiling appears water or moisture saturated and appears 
to be tenuous at best. 

I ~1 also suggested an alternate source 

of military record information as the Automatic Data Pro¬ 
cessing Center of the Veterans Administration, Austin, Texas. 

I I indicated that information filed there will consist 

of little more than name, rank, serial number, and possibly 
the type of discharge. It will not indicate the period of 
service, medical or performance data, and will not reflect 
records of court-martial. This information being offered 


2 




SL 52-4856 


for whatever Instruction the Bureau desires to afford all 
field offices as to the availability of the above data* 

Bureau will be periodically advised of the Re¬ 
cords Center status as developments occur * 




./ m; p» v ii ;/ /Q; 


ft 


« f 

federal bureau of investigation 


Dnlo t»* IronicMpl.on 


7-19-73 


} 


Missouri, telephone 




] was interviewed 


at ills residence and supplied the following information; 


|advised he is presently employed 
at the Army puoncations Center located at 1G55 Woodson 
Road, St. Louis, Missouri which is located directly 
he;»inri thf* Military Records Center, 9700 page Boulevard. 

ptated that he has been employed at the 
TTOTTCSTTOnTCenter for approxi mately three years, a nd 
describes his work as t« at of a| | 


r 


he was performing a 3:15 P.M. to 11;45, P M 


]further advised that on July 11, 1973 

___, -_ _ -- _._shift At 

approximately 12;15 A.M. that evening,| advised 

that while driving from the publications uenter passln; the 
Records Center in an attempt to exit on page Boulevard, 
he observed pmnnating from the top floor of the 

Records Center. I ( stated that in an attempt 

to get a closer look to see where the smoke was coming 
from he drove his car to a position facing the south side 
of the buildin g At that time at the southeast corner 
of the building] fetated he observed smoke 

and approximately five 
of the Records Center. 


b 


aiizerent blazes on 
The blazes were as 


t ho 


i vth_floor 


T 


described rising to approximately two feet aoove tne 
Window ledge on the sixth fl oor and were s eparated approximately 
ten feet apart. Furthermore!|stated the 
blazes which he saw covered an area iroin the center 
of ths building to the southeast corner of tne building. 


jpdvised that when he first observed 
the flames tney appeared to h ave been going "pretty well” 
by the time tie observed them. | I stated after 

noting the seriousness of the fire, ise immediately 
proceeded to the west side of the building to alert the 
guard who was stationed there at wiiic t tine he was net 
in front of the building by that same guard who advised 
Jie was aware of the fire. 


Iftt.iv ■*«#•<! on 


7-18-73 _St. Louis, Mi ssouri _ Fd . * SL 52-48 5o _ 




by 


saI 


ss 


__ _ Doti: ifiCInkH _18-73_ 


iVin document contain* n.lth.i i .comm.ndalioni noi cone tu* ion* al th. FBI II ■* Ih. piop.riy ot lh« FBI and n ioantd to your ngancy; 
il and ill cont.nl* or. not to ba liistrlbut.d oulcid. youi ag.ncy. 










Post Office Drawer 7251, Main Station 
St. Louis, Missouri 
August 3, 1973 


b7C 


structures section 
Center for Building Technology 
National Bureau of Standards 
Institute for Applied Technology 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 


Dear 


Enclosed are 53 photographs of the fire and its 
aftermath at the National Personnel Kec ords Center - Milita ry 
Branch, which were requested by you and I of 

your office. _I 

Pictures 1 through 11 were taken the morning of July 
12, 1973 during the fire. They are identified as follows: 

1. Northeast corner 

2. East side 

3. East side 

4. Southeast corner 

5. East side 

6. East side 

7. East side 

8 . Southeast corner 

9. South side 

10. Southwest corner 

11. Northeast corner 

Pictures 12 through 21 are aerial photos taken the 
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the building was still on 
fire. These photos are self-explanatory. 

Pictures 22 through 24 are photos taken July 12, 1973 
depicting the exterior of the building as follows: 


Enclosures: 53 
1 - Addresse 
(T>- St. Louis 
l/DRS:1et 


(52-4856) 


JlQ 






22, Southwest corner 

23, Southeast corner 

24, East side 

Pictures 25 through 30 were taken about 5:30 p.m. 
on July 13, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and show the 
east side of the sixth floor. 

Pictures 31 through 37 were taken about 9:30 a.m. 
on July 18 f 1973, showing damage to the roof after the fire 
had been largely extinguished. These photos are also self- 
explanatory. 

Pictures 38 through 53 show fire damage to the sixth 
floor. They were taken on July 18, 1973. They are more 
specifically identified as follows; 

38. Midway in south corridor looking west 

39. Midway in south corridor looking east 

40. Caved in roof and bent shelves with charred 
records south side center 

41. Office section north side 

42. File shelves, bending toward south side of 
building taken from north side 

43. Filin;; shelves looking south toward caved in 
area of roof 

44. Filing shelves looking toward caved in roof 

45. Records folder in south corridor 

46. Stairwell on south side 

47. Filing cabinets on south east side 

48. Filing cabinets on south east side 

49. Filing cabinets looking north from south side 

50. Filing cabinets taken from cave-in area of roof 

51. Filing shelves north central area 

52. Filing shelves and roof 

53. Filing shelves, charred paper and roof. 

On July 18, 1973 the sixth floor was examined by Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation for physical evidence 
of the cause of the fire. Due to nearly total devastation, as 
well as the presence of large amounts of water, and much of the 
floor being covered with concrete and rubble, it was not pos¬ 
sible to make a determination as to the cause of the fire. 
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It is hoped the above described photos will assist 
you in your inquiry into this matter. 

Very truly youi’S, 


/ } K v. ' 

ROBEHF C. KUNKEL 
Special A; ent in Char e 
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poet Office Drawer 7251, Main Station 
St. Louis, Missouri 
August 3, 1973 


b7C 


Public Buildings Service 
National Personnel Records Center 
Military Branch 
9700 Page Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dea 


Enclosed herewith is one copy each of 53 photographs 
taken of the fire and its aftermath at the National Personnel 
Records Center, Military Branch, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Pictures 1 through 11 were taken the morning of July 
12, 1973 during the fire. They are identified as follows: 

1. Northeast corner 

2. East side 

3. East side 

4. Southeast corner 

5. East side 

6. East side 

7. East side 

8. Southeast corner 

9. South side 

10, Southwest corner 

11. Northeast corner 

Pictures 12 through 21 are aerial photos taken the 
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the building was still on 
fire. These photos are self-explanatory. 

Pictures 22 through 24 are photos taken July 12, 1973 
depicting the exterior of the building as follows: 


Enclosures; 53 


1 - Addresse 
($' - St. Louis (52-4856) 
DRS:jet 

(2) Jk 














22 

23 

24 


Southwest corner 
Southeast corner 
East side 


Pictures 25 through 30 were taken about 5:30 p.m. 
on July 13, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and show the east 
side of the sixth floor. 

Pictures 31 through 37 were take}' about 9:30 a.r. 
on July 18, 1973, showing damage to the roof after the fire 
had been largely extinguished. These photos are also self- 
explanatory. 

Pictures 38 through 53 show fire damage to the sixth 
floor. They were taken on July 18, 1973. T3*ey are more 
specifically identified as follows: 

38. Midway in south corridor looking; west 

39. Midway in south corridor looking east 

40. Caved in roof and bent shelves with charred 
records south side center 

41* Office section north side 

42. Pile shelves, bendlna toward south side of 
building taken from north side 

43. Filing shelves looking south toward caved in 
area of roof 

44. Filin.,. shelves looking toward caved in roof 

45* Records folder in south corridor 

46. Stairwell on south side 

47. Filing cabinets on south east side 

48. Filing cabinets on south east side 

49. Filing cabinets lookin ; north from south side 

50. Filing cabinets taken from cave-in area of roof 

51. Filing shelves north central area 

52. Filing shelves and roof 

53. Filin:- shelves, charred paper and roof 

The above photos are also described on pa e 167 and 
168 of the report previously furnished. 

It is hoped that these photos will assist you In 
your inquiry into this matter. 


Very truly yours, 



ROBERT G. KUNKEL 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Post Office Drawer 7251, Main Station 
St. Louis, Missouri 
August 3, 1973 


National personnel Records Center 
Military Branch 
9700 Page Boulevard 
St # Louis, Missouri 


Dear 


Enclosed herewith is one copy each of 53 photographs 
taken of the fire and its aftennath at the National personnel 
Records Center, Military Branch, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Pictures 1 through 11 were taken the morning of July 
12, 1973 during the fire. They are identified as follows: 

1* Northeast corner 

2. East side 

3. East side 

4. Southeast corner 

5. East side 

6. East side 

7* East side 

8. Southeast corner 

9. South side 

10. Southwest corner 

11. Northeast corner 

Pictures 12 through 21 are aerial photos taken the 
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the building was still on 
fire. These photos are self-explanatory. 

Pictures 22 through 24 are photos taken July 12, 1973 
depicting the exterior of the building as follows: 


Enclosures: 53 
1 - Addresse 
(L>- St. Louis (52-4856) 
DRS:jet 






22. Southwest corner 

23* Southeast corner 

24, East side 

Pictures 25 through 30 were taken about 5:30 p.m, 
on July 13, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and show the east 
side of the sixth floor. 

Pictures 31 through 37 were taken about 9:30 a.m. 
on July 18, 1973 showing damage to the roof after the fire 
had been largely extinguished. These photos are also self-¬ 
explanatory , 

Pictures 38 through 53 show fire dana .ye to the sixth 
floor. They were taken on July 18, 2973, Titev are more 
specifically identified as follows: 

38, Midway in south corridor looking west 

39, Midway in south corridor looking east 

40, Caved in roof and bent shelves with charred 
records south side center 

41, Office section north side 

42, File shelves, bending toward south side of 
building taken from north side 

43, Filing shelves looking south toward caved in 
area of root 

44, Filing shelves looking toward caved in roof 

45, Records folder in south corridor 

46, Stairwell on south side 

47, Filing cabinets on southeast side 

43. Filing Cabinets on southeast side 

49, Filing cabinets looking north from south side 

50, Filing cabinets taken from cave-in ares of roof 

51, Filin;; shelves north central area 

52, Filin.; shelves and roof 

53, Filin- shelves, charred paper and roof 

The above photos are also described on page 167 and 
168 of the report previously furnished. 
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It is hoped that these photos will assist you in 
your inquiry Into this matter. 


Very truly yours. 


ROBERT G. KtJNKKL 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Poet Office Drawer 7251, Main Station 
St, Louis, Missouri 
August 3, 1973 


I b7C 

General Services A dm inlet rat ion 
1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131 


Dean 


Enclosed herewith is one copy each of 53 photographs 
taken of the fire and its aftermath at the National Personnel 
Records Center, Military Branch, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Pictures 1 through 11 were taken the morning of July 
12, 1973 during the fire. They are identified as follows: 

1. Northeast corner 

2. East side 

3. East side 

4. Southeast corner 

5. East side 

6. East side 

7. East side 

6. Southeast corner 

9, South side 

10, Southwest corner 

11. Northeast corner 

Pictures 12 through 21 are aerial photos taken the 
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the building was still on 
fire. These photos are self-explanatory. 

Pictures 22 through 24 arc photos taken July 12, 1973 
depicting the exterior of the building as follows; 


Enclosures: 53 
1 - Address© 

1 w St. Louis (52-4856) 

DRS: jet , /4<J> 
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22, Southwest corner 

23, Southeast corner 

24, East side 

Pictures 25 through 30 were taken about 5:30 p.m. 
on July 13, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and show the east 
side of the sixth floor. 

Pictures 31 through 37 were taken about 9:30 a.m. 
on July 18, 1973 showing damage to the roof after the fire 
had been largely extinguished. These photos are also self- 
explanatory. 

Pictures 38 through 53 show fire damage to the sixth 
floor. They were taken on July 18, 1973. They are more 
specifically identified as follows; 

38, Midway in south corridor looking west 

39, Midway in south corridor looking east 

40, Caved in roof and bent shelves with charred 
records south side center 

41, Office section north side 

42, File shelves, bending toward south side of 
building taken from north side 

43, Filing shelves looking south toward caved in 
area of roof 

44, Filing shelves looking toward caved in roof 

45, Records folder in south corridor 

49, Stairwell on south side 

47, Filina; cabinets on southeast side 

48, Filing cabinets on southeast side 

49, Filing cabinets looking north from south side 

50, Filing cabinets taken irou\ cave-in area of roof 

51, Filing shelves north central area 

52, Filing shelves and roof 

53, Filing shelves, charred paper and roof 

The above photos are also described on page 167 and 
168 of the report previously furnished. 
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your inquiry ilto^s^tter? 8 * Ph ° t08 * iU a8Sl8t y °" ln 


Very truly yours, 


/ 



ROBOT G, KUNKEL 
Spec 1ml A^ent in Charg© 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 


Region 6 
1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, MO 64131 



August 2, 1973 


Mr* Robert G* Kunkel 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Post Office Box 7251 
St* Louis, Missouri 63177 

Dear Mr. Kunkel: 

Thank you for your letter of July 31, 1973 and the enclosed 
investigative report of the fire in the St. Louis National 
Personnel Records Center. I appreciate you making this in¬ 
formation available to me. 


b7C 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


f Hopes U.S. Will Cover 
Records Fire Expense 


Representative James W. 
Symington (Dem.), Clayton, is 
pressing efforts in two direc¬ 
tions toward compensating the 
11 metropolitan area fire de¬ 
partments that responded to the 
fire last month at the Military 
Personnel Records Center, 9700 
Page Boulevard, Overland. 

At a press conference today, 
Symington said officials of the 
General Services Administra¬ 
tion, which operates the build¬ 
ing and is in charge of the mil¬ 
lions of personnel rcords con¬ 
tained there, “were receptive to 
the idea of reimbursement and 
are awaiting only the General 
Accounting Office’s determina¬ 
tion of their legal authority to 
do so.” 

If direct compensation is not 
possible, Symington said he 
wuM introduce legislation this 
fall to provide the compensa¬ 
tion, together with legislation to 
prevent a similar problem in 
the future. 

Symington said the total com¬ 
pensation amounted to $16,643, 
which covers $15,876 for supple- 
mental manpower expenses, 
SI402 for fuel and $9663 in lost 
or damaged equipment. 

The fire broke out July 12 in 
rbe two-block tong building and 
tented out of control for two 
days. The greatest damage was 
an the sixth floor, although oth¬ 
er floor* suffered water dam¬ 
age, 

About »,000,000 Army rec¬ 
ords from 1612 through I960 and 
World War II were destroyed. 
Rene3[&H*^W£f the building is 


expected to cost $13,000,000. 

If his legislation had been on 
the books at the time of the 
partments could have applied 
Protection Assistance Adminis¬ 
tration for compensation. 

Coicerning the fire itself, 
Symington said the F e d e r a 1 
Government “could have and 
should have (tone much more to 
prevent the tragedy. 

“I am quite concerned feat 
this fire could have been pre¬ 
vented and that other federal 
buildings might be similarly 
lacking in effective fire preven¬ 
tive equipment.” He said he 
had suggested the fire as “an 
appropriate subject of interest” 
to be investigated by the House 
government activities subcom¬ 
mittee, headed by Representa¬ 
tive Jack Brooks (Dem.), Tex¬ 
as. 

“I invited Brooks to join me 
in requesting a full investiga¬ 
tion by the General Accounting 
Office vnio the measures taken 
to prevent and contain possible 
fires at the Records Center and 
the fire protection practices 
employed nationally by the 
General Services Administra¬ 
tion. I think a complete review 
by the independent, congres- 
sionaliy controlled General Ac¬ 
counting Office is requfr* 1 ' 

“The General Services Ad¬ 
ministration regional office in 
ords Center for a fire protec¬ 
tion award at fee time it was 
burning. Apparently, fee GSA 
felt the fire protection practices 
there were highly comm e nd a-, 
ble,” Symington said. J 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


P7, St. Louis Post - 
~ THspatch , St. Louis, 
Missouri 
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^ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ^ 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION i 




Region 6 
1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, MO 64131 



August 7, 1973 


Mr. Robert G. Kunkel 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Post Office Drawer 7251 
Main Station 
St. Louis, MO 

Dear Mr. Kunkel, 

Thank you for thinking of us and for sending the 53 photographs 
taken of the fire at the MPRC Building, St. Louis. 


We appreciate having these for our files. 


b7C 
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Following is my understanding of NPRC(MPR) policies with regard to liaison 
offices and tenant activities, including RCPAC. 

1. Personnel of the Liaison Offices and Tenant Activities (including RCPAC) 
may NOT enter GSA file area. GSA will perform all searches for these offices. 


2. Until August IS, only emergency type requests will be processed for Liaison 
Offices and Tenant Activities. After that date, routine inquiries will be 
accepted. 


13, Liaison Offices and Tenant Act ivities mav move back Into their offices 
[provided they get a clearance from | | Such moves 

will be with the understanding that they are TEMPORARY pending further space 
determinations, and also with the understanding that electrical outlets and 
telephones may not be available for some time. 



4. At this time, there will be no loans of records outside the building, 
except for RCPAC at the GEM store. RCPAC will pick up and return records. (If 

arrangements are worked out for CSC agents to work at CPR, records may be 
transported by NPRC to that location.) 



v° 










8/10/73 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 


RE; MAJOR FIRE 

RATIONAL PERSONNEL - MILITARY BRANCH 
(NPRC-M), 

7/12/73, 

DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - 
POSSIBLE ARSON 
00: ST. LOUIS 


Re SL airtel to Bureau 8/1/73. 


For information of the Bureau, segments of the 
Records Center Building, the sixth floor of which is under¬ 
going demolition, are scheduled for final safety inspection 
the week of 8/20/73. If no serious safety factors are 
uncovered, portions of the building will become available 
for use. 


At this time limited record keeping operations 
are being carried on in the dafeteria building, largely to 
meet heavy correspondence from persons making inquiries 
regarding their own military records and which were stim¬ 
ulated by news of the fire. 

Access to remaining records is still frozen for 
tenant agencies, and access to large sections of each floor 
beneath demolition operations will be prohibited for some 
time to anyone at all. 


2 - Bureau 
2 - St. Louis 
DRS/jmg 
(4) 
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SL 52-4856 


Regarding information previously furnished the 
Bureau relating to use of the Veterans administration 
Automatic Data Processing facility at Austin, Texas, 
further investigation into the matter reflects that data 
available there is severely limited, and would not serve 
the Bureau’s purpose in making record checks. In order 
to query the VA computer, name, rank, serial number, 
date of birth, and place of birth is required. The com¬ 
puter response will merely verify this information, plus 
furnish a "C” number. The "C" number in no way indicates 
that a VA claim has been made or that there is a VA record 
in existence somewhere else. Information as to whether a 
VA claim had been made, and in what region would also be 
necessary for any use to be made of this information. 

Because of the very small number of cases in which a record 
might be located through this means during any given month, 
it is not felt the use of the VA’s Automatic Data Processing 
is feasible for Bureau purposes, and it is recommended that 
no further action be taken regarding its use. 


August 10, 1973 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Bureau of Standards 

Washington, D.C. 20234 


Hr. Robert G. Kunkel 
Special Agent In Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Post Office Drawer 7251, Main Station 
St. Louis, Missouri 33177 

Dear Hr. Kunkel: 

Thank you for your letter of August 3, 1973 and the enclosed 
photographs of the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, 
Missouri* Your cooperation in sending us these photographs is 
very much appreciated and assists us in our structural evaluation 
of the Records Center building. They ware especially significant 
in helping us determine when the roof structure began to collapse. 

We are ip the process of compiling all Information and photographs 
on the structure and reports will be prepared in the near future. 

I am sur£ that these reports can be made available to you if they 
would be; of use in any further investigation by your office. 


Thank yob again for your assistance in this matter. 









AUG» *» 


VoaoriblA Otvld O, Cookt * 

Deputy Aaslstant Secretary of Defense 
for Adainlitutloa 
Department of Defense 
Washington* D. C. 20301 

Deer Mr. Cookei 

Hjr purpose In vrlfcl&t Is twofold—first, X went to thank you for 
the generous cooperation extended to the National Archives sad Records 
Service during the recent fire et our National Fersonnel Records Cen¬ 
ter in St* Louis* Secondly, X vent to give you s brief status report 
on our progress to restore services. 

Tour message <1221492 July 1973) to the Secretaries of the Military 
Departments* sent st our request* advised then to hold ell inquiries 
end transfers of records to St. Louis until further notice. 

X an pleased to Infora you that we will reeuns United reference serv¬ 
ice on August 15* 1973. Therefore* the Military Departments nay for* 
ward Inquiries to St. Louis except for those Inquiries relating to 
Any personnel discharged during 1912 through 1959* end Air Force per¬ 
sonnel* whose surnames begin with letters X through Z # discharged during 
1947 through 1963. Ve will advise you later when ve will be ready to 
resume service on those records. We will also resume accessioning per* 
eonnel end medical records of separated military personnel on October 15* 
1973. 


X will appreciate your Informing the Military Departmental our tneusp- 
tlon of United service. We will keep you advised of any future develop- 
sente that will affect the various services. 

Sincerely* 


Sort tiacads 

Aim 1* RHOADS 

Archivist of the United States 




Official fllesNC 
Day fllesNC 

N 

KCt 


GSO100:hpw: 8-9-73 
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8/23/73 


AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM : SAC, ST. LOUIS (66-2315) 

SUBJECT: MILITARY RECORD CHECKS 

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS 
CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M) 


Re Bureau teletype to all offices dated 7/12/73, 
captioned "MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - 
MILITARY (NPRC-M), 7/12/73. DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - 
POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS". 


Referenced teletype notified all field offices <b7C 
the discontinuance of military record checks due to the Records 
Center fire and instructed St. Louis to advise all offices when 
the record checks could be resumed. 


| | the National 

Personnel Records Center - Military, D70U Page Boulevard, 

St. Louis, advised that records not destroyed in the fire or 
through water damage are available for review and that requests 
from the FBI will be accepted for processing. This means that 
military records for the various services will again be available 
for review except those records relating to Army personnel dis¬ 
charged during 1912 through 1959, and Air Force personnel, whose 
surnames begin with letters 1 through Z, discharged during 1947 
through 1963. These were the records located on the sixth floor 
at the Records Center destroyed by the fire and include records 
from World War I, World War II, Post World War, and Air Force as 
indicated above. Some 20 million military records are included in 
this category. 


2- Bureau (Enc. 1) 

2- St. Louis (1- 66-2315) 
(1- 52-4856) 

CJDzlhc 

(4) 
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SL 66—2315 


Since it is recognized that requests will be made 
by field offices which may involve records falling within 
the above category because the field office making the 
request may only have a name and a military serial number, 
it is recommended that the field offices not attempt to make 
a determination as to whether or not the request falls within 
the exception category, bur rather to have St. Louis make that 
determination. Then there would be no restriction placed 
on the field in the submission of military record review 
requests. 


If, after making the proper check here and it is 
determined that the particular record sought for review 
was one of those destroyed and in the exception category, 
that particular request will be returned by St. Louis to the 
requesting office with the notation, "Military record destroyed 
by fire." This would serve as a flag to preclude any future 
request being made for a review of that particular military 
file. This would differ from a request being returned to 
the requesting office with a negative notation indicating 
that the military record could not be located based on the 
information available. This means that a file probably does 
exist but could not be located based on the amount of informa¬ 
tion furnished and a follow-up request could be made if more 
identifying data is developed. By having the "Military record 
destroyed by fire” notation, follow-up requests would at least 
be eliminated. 

A point that should be brought to the Bureau's attention 
is the fact that new security procedures have been placed into 
effect by the Records Center management as a result of the 
fire. Hereafter, no non-national archives or non-record service 
personnel will be permitted in the file areas or permitted to 
conduct military record searches. This means that once our 
requests are made for military records, we will have to wait 
until Records Center personnel search, locate, and make the 
records available for review. Sole dependence on their 
personnel will make meeting deadlines difficult since it can 
take up to at least two weeks in some instances for them to 
locate records requested by us if the records are out of 
jacket or cannot be readily located for other reasons. 


-2- 
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SL 66-2315 


We will, however, make every effort once the records are 
in our possession to expedite the reviews. The Bureau's 
consideration in this regard will most certainly be 
appreciated. 

In accordance with the Bureau's instructions, St. Louis 
will direct a communication to all field offices advising 
that submission of requests to St. Louis for review of 
military records can be resumed in accordance with procedures 
that were in effect prior to the fire. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of the communication 
to be sent to all offices and unless advised otherwise by 
the Bureau by 8/2B/73, St. Louis will advise all offices. 


- 3 - 






8/28/73 


AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

AND ALL OFFICES 

FROM : SAC, ST. LOUIS (66-2315) 

SUBJECT: MILITARY RECORD CHECKS 

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS 
CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M) 


Re Bureau teletype to all offices dated 7/12/73, 
captioned "MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - 
MILITARY (NPRC-M), 7/12/73. DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - 
POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS". 

This is to advise all offices that effective upon 
receipt of this communication, each field office can resume 
submitting requests to St. Louis for checks of military records 
at the National Personnel Records Center - Military (NPRC-M). 
Requests should continue to be submitted as in the past and 
in accordance with procedures that were in effect prior to the 
fire at the Records Center. 


For the information of all offices, military records 
approximating some 20 million were destroyed by fire and water 
damage. Military records relating to Army personnel discharged 
during 1912 through 1959 (World War I, World War II, and Post 
World War) and Air Force personnel whose surnames begin with 
letters I through Z, discharged during 1947 through 1963, are 
involved. Therefore, should a request be returned by St. Louis 
to the requesting office with the notation "Military record 
destroyed by fire", a follow-up request should not be made at 


2- Bureau 

1- Each Office 

2- St. Louis (1-66-2315) 
(1- 52-4856) 

CJD:lhe 

(63) 
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some future date concerning that particular record because 
there would be no file in existence. This will differ 
from a request returned with a negative notation indicating 
that a file could not be located based on information furnished. 
This shows that a file probably does exist but could not be 
located based on the amount of information available and 
in this situation a follow-up request could be made at some 
future date should additional identifying data be developed. 

By handling requests in this manner, follow-up requests 
involving records destroyed by the fire will be eliminated. 



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
• MAY IW EDITION 

«*A FPMK (« dm) 101-It.< 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




to : 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

date: 9/6/73 

FROM : 

/!/ SAC, KANSAS CITY (52-5990) 

P 


Cns 


subject: 

MAJOR FIRE 



NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - 
MILITARY (NPRC - M), 7/12/73 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
CGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 


00: ST. LOUIS 


Re Kansas City airtel to St. Louis, 7/16/73. 


n 8/2 and 30/73, 


Lnissouri, telep 

Kggg"1 1 employed m & 


I ' —| at KCMO - TV, telephone 531-6 7 89, advised she has no 

further information in this matter and the unknown male did 
not call again on 8/1/73, as he promised during his telephone 
call which was received on 7/16/73. 

All Agents of the Kansas City Office have been b7C 

advised of this matter* To date, no information has been 
provided by logical sources and informants of the Kansas City 
Office. 


St. Louis 
2 - Kansas City 
WSPsrd 
00 



/SS L 

SEARCHED. - INDEXED 
stmuz&ZhtAiLEj.JC 

r-rrj r imi 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on tht Payroll Savings Plan 
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9/18/73 


AIRTEL 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ST, LOUIS (52-4856) (C) 

SUBJECT: MAJOR FIRE, 

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS 
CENTER - MILITARY (NPROtt) 
7/12/73 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 


Re SL airtels to Bureau dated 8/23 and 8/28/73, 
entitled "MILITARY RECORD CHECKS, NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPROM)" and SL report of SA 

dated 7/30/73. 


b7C 


For the information of the Bureau, the J. S. 

Albericl Construction Company (which has the prime contract 
for demolition operations at the Record Center) has completely 
cleared the area in which the fire was believed to have 
started. No evidence has been developed to indicate that the 
fire was caused by arson; and, in fact, no cause whatsoever 
has been determined for the fire. 


Z - Bureau 
- St. Louis 
- DRSjkat 

(3) 
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SL 52-4856 


Various contacts on a local basis with the 
Center's Safety Office, the Public Building 8ervice, 
the national Archives and Records Service, the Federal 
Protective Service, and the Regional Security Office 
of the General Servlc es Administration have failed to 
develop any information whatsoever that the fire was 
caused by arson. 

The Ad Hoc Coanlttee established to Investigate 
causes for the fire, according to sources at the Record 
Center, has learned through the utilization of experts in 
investigation of fire causes that a fire of the intensity 
experienced could readily have developed in a very short 
time from a number of natural causes, given the means of 
records storage at the Center. Xt has also been learned 
that the extent of destruction is being at least partially 
attributed to the technique used in fighting the fire. 

It has been suggested that a lack of experience and knowledge 
on the fighting of this kind of fire contributed substantially 
to the amount of resulting damage. 

Inasmuch as investigation conducted since 
submission of the referenced report contains no significant 
information as to the cause of the fire and since no 
evidence whatsoever has been developed to indicate that the 
fire was caused by arson, no further investigation is being 
conducted at St. Louis and the case is considered closed. 

Should information develop which bears on the cause 
of the fire, it will be immediately brought to the Bureau's 
attention. 


2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote oi transcription 


7/18/73 


was contacted by SA[ 


his residence, 


Missouri, _ 

concerning the fire that occurred at the National Personnel 
-fificords- Center-Military (NPRC-M) on July 11, 1973, and 
furnished the following information: 


-1 In rivised that he has been employed as a GS-4 

|at the record center since October, 1971, 
ana in re cent weeks nas been working on special projects* 

I jsaid that his work is primarily located on the first 

ana second floors of the record center but he had previously 
worked np the sixth floor. During the evening of July 11, 1973, 
| f orked entirely on the first and second floors and 

only left these floors to proceed to the fifth floor snack bar 
at approximately 8:00 P.M* After a short break he returned 
again to his work area on the first and second floor* 
j pdvised he knew of no one that he had come in contact 

wixn at the center who would be desirous or capable of burning 
the record center, and on the evening of July.JJ—1423, he 

said he noticed nothing out of the ordinary* I _|first 

became aware of the fire at approximately 12:S3TIm77^ July 12, 
1973, when he went to the first floor of the record center 
to sign out for the evening. At that time he saw fire trucks 
and firemen arriving at the building. He went outside, 
and observed flames coming from the s outheast corner of the 
building near the windows, I I said at that time, 

approximately 12:35 A.M., the flames were confined t n __ 

southeast corner area. At approximately 12:40 A,M, I \ 

left the center and returned to his residence. The following 
information was obtained from interview and observation: 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 
Marital Status 
Height 
Weight 


Negro 

Male 






Married 


5*9" 


155 


Interviewed on. 


7/16/73 


St, Louis, Missouri 


.File # 


SL 52-4856 


by. 


SA 


I 5 

:ck 


Date dictated. 


7/18/73 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F8I. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are nol to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Residence 
Telephone Humber 


M-twHouri 


b'7C 
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• • 

federal bureau of investigation 


Do*e of tron<»cripbo^ 


7/18/73 


Missouri, was contacted ny sa| |at bis parents 
residence concerning the fire, wmcn occurred at the 
National Personnel Records Center-Military (NPRC-M) on the 
evening of July 11, 1973, and furnished the following 
Information: 


[ 


Jadvised he has Amni nv P H « l * the record 

His normal 


center since June, 1972, as a GS-l l 

working hours are 4:00 to 12:00 A.M., and his areas of 
responsibility at the center are the fourth and fifth floors. 


jworked entirely 


On the evening of July 11, 1973. 1 
on the fourth and fi fth flo or and did not have occasion to go 
to the sixth floor. |jsaid he knew of no one he had 
come in contact with at tne record center who would be 
desirous and capable of destroying the buildin g. He said he 
first became aware of the fire at approximately 12:15 A.M., 
when he went to the second flo or of the building to sign out 
for the evening. At that time I I told 

him there was a fire in the building. | then decided 

to go take a look at the fire and left tne second floor 
via the stairwell.and climbe d to the sixth floor. This 
particular stairwell. I I said. was the one nearest the 

main entrance desk on the westend of the building. Upon 


b' 


arriving on the sixth floor,[ 

V? 

cth 


observed smoke coming out 
of the sixth flo or door s and'seemingly flowing into a nearby 
elevator shaft. | |opened a door in the hallway which leads 

to the file section on the sixth floor in the southwest corner 
of the building. He walked over to the south side of the 
building where the windows are located and said that the 
west one-third of the building on the sixth floor in the file 
section was not on fire and was relatively clear of smoke. 
However, as he looked toward the east end of the building 
and began walking in this direction, he ran into a solid 
wall of heavy dense, grayish-black smoke. He estimated 
that this covered the other two-thirds of the floor. At that 
time he left the file area and entered into the hallway; and 
tried to close a few doors that were opened to the file section. 


Inter v 


iewed on 


7/17/73 


St. Louis, Missouri 





SA 


:ck 


Dole dictoted 


File 


# SL 52-4856 /ff 
7/18/73 


This document conlains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property oi the FBI and is looned to your agency; 
it and ils contents are nol to be distributed outside your agency. 









SL 52-4856 


He then left the sixth floor via the stairway he had come 
up and proceeded to the second floor, where he exited the 
building. He stayed outside the building only a pproximately 


fiie minutes and left for his residence. 


on the sixth floor some lights were on bu t he co uld not 


1 


recalled that 


tell if the exhaust fans were on or off, | J emphasized 
on the west one-third of the sixth floor he did not observe 
any flames and the area was relatively clear of smoke. He 
said on his travels to and from the sixth floor he did not 
observe anyone else. 


|_| further stated that prior to being informed 

that a fire had occurred in the building at 12:15 A,H, he 
had not observed any smoke. 


The following information was.obtained from 
observation and interview: 


b 


Name 

Residence 
Parents Residence 

Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 
Marital Status 
Military 
Occupation 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Telephone Number 


Missouri 

White 

Male 


Siftglfc" 

Veteran - U.S. °oast Guard 
Student - Meramec Junior College, 
majoring in general courses 
6 feet 
180 
Brown 

Rynwn_ 


I I said he had been notified to report for work 

at the New Federal Building in St. Louis on the 4:00 to 12:00 
shift beginning July 17, 1973. 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of Iron sc r iptlon 


7/20/73 


|_ _ _ I Missouri 

Fire District, 11720 Olive Boulevard, furnished the following 
information: 

Personnel and equipment including a snorkel fire 
truck were called to the National Personnel Records Center - 
Military (NPRC-M), 9700 Page Boulevard, Overland, Missouri, on 
July 12, 1973, at approximately 1:34 A.M. in order to help fight 
a fire that had broken out in the center. He arrived on the 
scene at approximately 2:24 A.M*, July 12, 1973, and became 
involved in setting up the equipment for the fighting of the fire . 

At approximately 3:45 A.M., he received a report that 
smoke was coming out of the windows on the east side of the record t 
center building and walked from the south side to the east side 
to the vicinity of the east entrance. Observed were two guards 
from the record center wearing blue uniforms. Both were standing 
approximately 50 feet from the east door and engaged in conversation 
with each other. 

One of the guards was a light complected Negro, approx¬ 
imately 6*2” to 6'3” tall, with a well trimmed mustache and 
probably in his upper 50*s. The second guard was a dark 
complected Negro approxi mately 5*10” tall, possibly in his 
eaxi y 40s. According to l | the first guard may have been a 

Sergeant as he possibly nad stripes on the arm of his uniform 
and possibly a gold stripe on his cap. This guard also seemed 
to be the second guard’s superior. 

The conversation the guards were engaged in concerned 
two individuals who entered the east door of the center at about 
11:45 A.M., July 11, 1973, just prior to the fire being discovered. 
The taller guard asked if they were employees. This other guard, 
the shorter of the two, replied that the center was hiring a lot 
of college kids and thought that the two individuals who entered 
the building might have been part of this group. There was talk 
about the guards entering the building but not locating these 
individuals. There was also talk about the guards either radioing 
for or going for help in an attempt to locate the two individuals. 


Inter viewed on 7/18/73 


Creve Coeur, Missouri R(e # SL 52-4856 



SA 


:ck 


7/19/73 

Dale dictated_ 


This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions al the FBI. 1l is the property oT the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency, 






SL 52-4856 


There was also talk abort one of the guards discovering the 
fire about 12:20 or 12:30 A.M., July 12, 1973. 


|_Jadvised that he did not fully hear all 

parts of the conversation between the two guards but that he 
reported the conversation best he could recall. 


| | in addition, advised that fire equipment 

had not been Drought to the east side of the building until 
about 8:00 or 8:30 A.M., July 12, 1973, when it was felt 
that the fire was spreading to that area. At the time the 
equipment was brought, the east doors on the ground floor 
were open. He did not know if they were open earlier when he 
had overheard the guards speaking. 

I 1 furnished a copy of his report dated July 16, 

1973, regarding the military personnel records center. 






(RFV l I -27 70) 
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Dote of tronSC r iphon 


7/27/73 


-.-.-.-.-Ithe 

National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), 9700 Page Boulevard, 
Overland, Missouri, was contacted regarding the fire at the 
NPRC which occurred during the early morning hours of July 
12, 1973* 


I I" _ I the guards 

for the Record Center on July 11, 1973, between the hours 
of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM* He stated that during the course 
of his duties he received absolutely no indication of a fire 
at the HPBC nor did he receive any information from any of 
his guards that anything unusual was taking place on that 
particular day* 


b 


Interviewed on. 


7/17/73 


Overland f Mo. 


.File # 


SL 52-4856 /ST 


by. 


_8A 


[jmg ( A'jV x 

I i 


Do>#? dictated_ 


7/23/73 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ol the FBI. It is the properly ol the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




to : SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 


FROM , KANSAS CITY (52-5990) RUC 


date: 10/5/73 


subject: MAJOR FIRE, 

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER 
—MILITARY (NPRC-M) , 7/12/73, 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 

CGP—POSSIBLE ARSON 
00 SL 


Re Kansas City letter to St. Louis, 9/6/73. 

No information has been provided by logical 
sources and informants of the Kansas City Office. 


@St. Louis 
1 Kansas 
WSP:SCS 
( 3 ) 





V* 

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 





|_[INDICATED HE WAS NOT CERTAIN WHERE WATCH FELL AND THAT HE -- 

LATER INSERTED HOT END OF CIGARETTE BUTT IN BOLT HOLE ON FILE SHELVES - 
BREAKING OFF MAJORITY OF LIT END IN THE H OLE AND WIPING REMAINING HOT 
SPARKS ON SIDE OF FILE SHELVING. THEN RETURNED TO WORK AREA = 

WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL 12:10 AM. HE THEN PROCEEDED TO SIGN OUT AREA 

TO GO HOME. _ SAID AS HE PROCEEDED TO THE CORRIDER HE SMELLED 

SMOKE AND AS HE LEFT BUILDING OBSERVED FIRE ENGINES ARRIVING. f 

STATED HE IMMEDIATELY FELT HIS CIGARETTE AND MATCH HAD CAUSED FIRE, BUT = 
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iE^OR’iNG OFFICE 
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OFFICE OP ORIGIN 


ST. LODI 


i-J VEST G A riVF. PERIOD 


title of ca: 



10/17/73 7/13/73 - 10/16/73 


R EE CO r? T M A ' 


ha job fm, national 

PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER 
MILITARY (HPRC-M) 

JULY 12, 1973 


SA|_| 

CHARACTER OE CASE 

OOP - POSSIBLE ASSCm 


subject. 


Title amrked changed to include identity of 


REFERENCES: St. Louis report of SA 

7/30/73; - 

St• Louis teletype to Bureau, 10/12/73. 

- P - 


previously reported,b 
current investigation. 


5 riod extended to include interview 
n July 13, 1973, which was 
which is of great significance to 
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LEAPS 

ST. LOUIS DIVISION 


AT ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI 

Will follow for prosecutive action. 


fflll arrange for 


to identify 

photograph oi 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF I INVESTIGATION 


Copy to; 

Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office File 
11 tie: 


Charac^r 


Synops 


1 «* V* 8. Attom;, St. i/Ottio (Sac* l) 
3 ~ Qeaeral Services Adslotration, 
KaoiMi city office 


3A 

10 


C" 

717773 


8X# 


Offi 


Bureau FiU 


sr. 


ttAJOfi FliiS, JUTlOHAt 
PKSflBOWna KBCCHGM C1WTSH - 
SXUTAS* 

JtTLY IS, 1373 


D88tRHCTZ0H OF 00YTOJfSSWY PBOPSOTY * P0S81BL* ABSOR 


fiitfo, e [ 


_ l, DOB 

J»t latlottil 


£ 


l*>fc 

rsotmei fcWCQrdE 


Cisttr - HUU 17 BrftMh, furalsM «i$atd etatccwrot 
10/1V73 Is wfclcb he adsltted siaiffteg out elfirttt* oq 
open fils clslm a ad oerelessly di«cthlU| watch it? ©tfc 
floor fils ares, finking Is this tm Is strictly lor- 
hlifitan . Five felloe workers fgraifted lafonstUa that 

gtateseet* hm Had set firs. Also easde state- 


b7C 


seat to felloe worker® that be latestloss11y set fire fey 
pit 11 ins oet file beat and Ugtitlis it with sstehee. EOucm 
± iAn*t «•* garth. wall m* vmmultm of 

With I □ 


- P - 


tq wrrjp $pjrjps: 


st. 


Kaclowed for 
Louis report of 


Abe. 

_di 


is one copy of 
ted 7/30/73. 


2EASM - « W- WS?*S* «*WWH. 


i-' 1 i 1 <■ MU. I: 


■/• 'IT CI'.• s 




# # 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


10/17/73 


Hisrciotiri, was mtervLewe(3. no rurnra&eri tne toiiaw i»g 
signed statswent 


Bt. iAM l*i, #<>. 
vefober 12, 1073 


I, 


make th*> 


tarv atfttenant tr> ftA» [ 


i o 1 i 1 aft vo 1 un- 

~ZZ1‘ 

mw 


t 


| who aave 

s ^rectal Agents of the 501 

arivbeusd ee 


and 

the®- 


1 ; 


eelvets to tare? 

Special Agent_ 

that ha waated to talk about the fire in the 
records center last July, and warned ae oX my 
rights. 1 have waived ttom as shown oc a_ 
executed warning and waiver fori*. 


"I aa an «wployee of the General Services b7C 
A ttain tat ratio n, public Du tiding Service as 
e[ | I have been employed la thin 

capacity for thrgjg yftai^,_Orior to bee lap ing 

work I atteated I__ 


*7j*s July U, 1973, I wan work teg at the 
fiat tonal Personsiel Records Center, Military 
frracch, 0700 Page, on »y assigned job cleanlag 
the escalators between the first and the sixth 
floor at the National persosmel Record* 

Center - military Branch. 1 worked alone 
tor asost of that night on the 4:00 p.m. to 
12:30 a.a. shift. At about 13:90 p.»., 1 
had tsxsarly finished «y work, when I went to 
the sixth floor for a soolse. I had taken a 
cigarette fro« h owe, and placed it loose ti> 
sy shirt ket. T had alwo Tsrroght a 


10/12/73 


5i. Uw*ta # mssauri 


SA 



1 

] ss\ 



KdXs 


31 52-1SS6 


10/17/73 


1 ;■••,■ I 


2 







2 
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book of aatehes. Thu i lie area. ok ths* sixth 

floor, near the middle of the building was 

dark, atid no one else wan there. I felt it 

was a good place to moke without be lag detect-** 

ed. I was at the cad of the files near the 

south end of the building* t can't recall the 

exact column nunbtr, irnt it was somewhere ii? 

the middle of the building, wore to the west 

than to east. I smoked ay cigarette pretty 

far, and I then decided to return to my 

working station. X snubbed my cigarette out 

on the side of a row of files* I actually 

put the hot end of the cigarette in a screw 

hole om what would be a corner leg or brace 

o.f the file shelves, X think X broke the hot 

end off is the hole, and then threw the cigarette 

bull to the floor. I looked down at the 

cigarette butt and didn’t see no red, and 1 b'7C 

thought it was out. X then returned to the 

third floor and started cleaning on the es~ 

ealaiaaa 7 was alone again, except 

for who wasi working nearby. 

“At a&a«t 12:10 &»«., I wont down to 
the first floor, by the lobby on the east end 
of the feu, 1 Mlto wait for time to go home 
at 12:30 p.m. Smoother custodial employees 
were there too, and wv talked for awhile. 

I then signed out at about 12:30 a.as. on 
July 12, 1073, and was walking up the os* 
cals tors? which were turned off at that time. 

I went to the west entrance where my car 
was parked, and I noticed fire trucks out- 
aide. I moiled smoke as I had gone clown 
the corridor, and it occurred to ne that 
maybe I had started a fire, that the cigarette 
might not have been out. The first thing 
I said to aymslf was "That wa« wy cigarette 
that I thought I had put mxV\ X was 
frightened and didn’t know wbnt to do so X 
did nothing. Xt has been on my mind and l 
have been worried about the fire, because 
I did not intend for it to happen. I 
didn’t meni? for to do it on purpose. I 
didn’t do it deliberately. 


3 



5 m 




'I to 14 »ome people that I threw saatcbes 
ip the file®, bet I was only running off at 
the aoutfe. I lit Just one watch for «y 
cigarette and I shook it out and threw it 
down* I don’t know where it la jaded, but I 
think it landed on the floor* 

■I have read the above statement eon* 
a1stlug of this and four other pages and it 
is true. 


7s/ 


•Hi tneuat ; _ 

/s/ I I Special Agent, FBI, Hi, 

?i>als. igft. . IQ/Ig/T 3 

/»/|Ispecia1 Agent, FBI, SLMO, 

JWA2/73'’ 


| "Tj ls desert hod through observation and 

interview as follows: 


Sfamo; 

Haee: 

Sex; 

Date of birth; 
Flare of birth: 
Height; 

Weight; 

Hair; 

Eyes: 

Complexion; 

Sears or marks; 
Character1stics: 
Father ■ 

Sister• 


Aunt : 


Educetion’ 


Botae telephone: 


Kegro 

Hale 

I I 

St, .Loti is f Misscmri 

5*ijt 

224| pounds 

Black 

Brown 

Med itm 


b7C 
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Advised that ho ig as a I 

the National Personnel ftecorri# cento** 
stated be has wortod at the records c 
years and hs** boef! as assoc late oil 
also employed as a I 


Missouri, 

~U t 
. 3A^k^ 

*tgr for «igh t 
I who is 


Several time during the past couple of aonths 
"l» a aade g ta t agents to hi*a and to other custodians, 
with w&om | |U » acquainted, about being Involved in 

the setting of the fire o« the 6th floor at the m*oHs 
center on July 11, 1973. 


About a month ago, I I sald to [_| for 

no apparent reason, and la tan to] lowing exact words 
that, "I bur no d the si xth floor. 94 I I sald that 

everyone knows I I litem to get attention for him- 

self, so Ike p*lri -no att»ntiA«tt tA M» when he heard the 
raork, but be noticed that | vm look ins at hi* and 

9*11 lag when the remark mss Wdo. Icont limed to 

make t heme remarks. | T ea Id. and on one occasion, 

i i to ld hits that no one would ever believe that h e. 

| was responsible for the fire. Whil e I ] gald 

oe owno information which would |a» n 

susped—in the fire, be personally he* made up hi* mind 
that | should not bo takes seriously in a general 

swam, and that he could see wo reason to take him 
seriously to the matter of responsibility for the record# 
canter fire. 

I H saId that [ also claiaiet! 

reepaastbtlity for thn fire in the presence of other 
costodtAnx av t hey have stood together in groups and 
talked. I I said he could act remember who the 

people were, or whet; the <! tafus»Cjoii took pH <'** n< 
gtl4 be did recall telling these people that | was 

only bra gglcic a ad that they okoaldfi't pay any attention 
to him. < 1 I said he could sot recall the precise words 

used by | | chi ring these di&cmsoloa# due to passage of 


19/16/73 


Overland, u t t e amu t 


--&V &2 ~ 4366 



W17/73 


S 
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tiad, but that they generally indicated that be, 
wan respoasible for the records center fire* 


in described as follows: 


Hasse f 


1 

Sex: 



li&ee : 

Hewro 


Date of birth: 


1 

place of birth; 

iMissouri 

Height; 



height; 

205 pounds 


Hair: 

Brown 


%y&m : 

Brown 


Complexion; 

Social Security 
Account HUttber: 

Bark 




10/17/73 
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it 



St. 1 Sil* 4j 

advised he has beer, employed as a 

I T 


the national personae? Hocords Center, Military 

3 hC~SI) for u period of approximately 16 ssootba. 
aid he did sot work the second shift os the 
night of the fire, July li, 1&73. Since the fire, he has 
worked the 11:00 a.n. to 7:30 p.». shift* 


since he started at 
his first ask—ihm 
rteapjgfd 


r 


id 
the 
friend. 
so m ein e 


laaid that he has known ! I 

center and that! pnvs 

I said he tamed lately 
atten tion and 



oeeds 


guidance, and thaT he endeavore d to befri end^ 
to "bring him trader his wing”. | | aa 1 

that he felt something like a big brother to 


t 


repeated!v 


I h <tvised he had hear d throug h the 

"grapevine" at the reco rds cent er that | | had started 

the fire* Ste said that I [ had also aftdc statements to 

him to the effe ct that he had started tbs fire, but that 
because | ] goads attention assd 11 Just talks", he did 

not take him too serious when be first heard these state— 
seats. 


b'7C 


E l sa Id bo began to take |_ | a little 

oualy when on about October 11, 1973. he bec ame 
involved in a discussion of the fire wttb T ~| *od 

|tn the cafeteria of the records center* 
I voignWarod the statement **I set the fire, bat they 
4on l t hove &ny proof.* | ] s»id he looked ai l I 

realized he wa s serious and sdaoa lghod him, *too*d better 
be cool wain * | |sait| |re»ponded to the admoni¬ 

tion by simply TTESpT^f. 

I I said be csntid sot recall nyt nature 

of the conversation that followed but that | p ad 

claimed he st&rtod the fire by setting witches be brought 
from hoc** to a of mowto. 


10/15/73 


SA 


)V<&t land, ri 

dTs 

10 


Si 57-4856 


b7C 
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take I 


Is&id that while ho generally did not 
oo seriously, he felt he may have be &n tai* 

-truth nhrnit the firp. 8e said that while| 

_ I he la plenty smart enougn 

trt nrfmit t.A Hnaathino h& had not actually done. 

|said he felt|peMeved he could admit 

to nis peers, primarily because 


involvement 
coasiderah 
uncovered 


hip. 


is the fire 

t iraf» 


ad passed and he had not as yet been 
also seemed to feel secure in talking 
about his involvement with peers apparently barfed an 
bel ief that he could not be reported by them. 


£ 


may not have reali sed bow a 


sal 

were about the fire, including 


T.et 1 hmg ang 

I | h 


ry saffFp^rnr 
himself. 


B0CH4JNM is described am follows: 


Same; 

Hesldocce: 


Race; 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height; 

Weight * 

Ha ir • 

Eyes; 

Complexion: 


] Missouri 

Negro 

Ml£ __ 


|Mississippi 

5'll"-’ 

.180 pounds 
Black 
Brown 
08 rk 



b7C 
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h** nr«u>nt 1 . < 5 pToyw 4 aa »| 

I l at the Sat Io na I Ifrqreoa osl Uoeords Coster ttfPKC~5l) 7 

St. bouts, lfiasouri. | said he hmn held tihlh__ 

posit toe tor approximately 16 Btonths, a s a I _ I 

stm maid ** *» <«* tfc *» ftthi i 


[ 


paid ha is aot close to 


1 laten to. | 


]has not got a nything to nay tfcat[ 


l as 

[wants to 


] stated ho taels this say because 


la uneducated, and of Halted general knowledge. 


xim 


saId he «ta aware, however, that 
tog a conversation Involving sows of tb? above 
sawed person*, exact one* unrecalled, had Inquired in a 
"snickering way" what the penalty wemtri he for a person 
convicted of the tire at the records caster on July 11, 
1973. Everyone in the group lntfrfcail If it everyone got the 


impression from the remark that 
referring 
however. 


incident occurred 



y have been 


Ho one toes at* too seriously, 
always looking for attention. This 
t two months ago. 


[ 



b 


id/I£/T^ Overland, HisBourl 


m 


ST 57-1856 
19/17/73 


b7 


12 
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never board |_| aak« any statoaents to 

about light tag fl box qf files with aatf haa 


and one-half 
would bh 
center 
trying 




ltd aakf 


ago 

-tn_Ap»o<>ne who sot xne 


About & mmth 
bat ho thought 
XTre at the r ecords 


Lf J 

a! 


paid he definitely telt 
w&enrm Ui« out. The improB&io 
clearly that he was the one responsible 


I 


pfas* 

left 


wan 


or the fire 


I _ Isaid that while it was oftea difficult to 

t&ke| |s5riously because he tried to get a lot of 

attention, i% was obvious tha t h*> foj t things wore deeply 
than he let on. for ex&aplo J I would laugh off a 

scolding irtm a supervisor aad wake very "light* of it, 
when actually he was deeply trembled by such occurrences 
aad took the** «or« seriously than be wanted it to appear. 


Lis described as follows; 


Haas: 

Hon Idence; _ ___ 

T | Missouri 

Race; White 


Sex : 

Date of birth; 
Place e£ birth; 
height: 

Weighfc; 

Ha ir : 

Eyes * 

Social. Security 
Account ffuaiber: 
Education; 

Marital Status; 


Male 


6 * 0 " 


Igiswouri 


160 pounds 

Bloods 

Blue 




High school; 2 se?&e#ters college 
Married 






II HI! III I I 
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1 

1 1 HlJMm 

iri, advised that b*? ie &mp loved a*; 
it the national personnel Lie cords 

f 


[ 


.paid be has been employed in this positio n since 
June of 1&72 and has Ixren a working colleague o4 1 

ince that ti»e. 


[ 


] 


[ 


_ Josid that about a month ag^o f [ 

h i«t that he had started tb p fire a t tin? rw orite e&fit&r 

ke | I &QrUm& 1 y | 

taaewnft t iT 


told 


Raid tu> vl U Sfft 


& 




bn 


|»eriou« 
that bo wt»* «r 


by his statement 

mrtti »i n tell his thing® he will Fjot tell anyone else* 


tends to look up to [ 


romyec 


1 


f old be feels he develope d this rel ationship with 
as he is careful to troat| |tiodly a ad tends 

to listwa to hi» whoa so one m Ise wil l. To the best of 
C ollection, however , | J aald that he tmd 

"" round’ some aatehee on the first floor at gwftc and then 
went to the sixth floor to start the fire, simply 'for 
some thine to dfo*\ 


la ‘iclober 11 


223.1 


i*rj 


aadT 


la 


id 


he again dis~ 
I repeated that he 
n il 


M0| 


os this occasion 
tehee froa ho**#. 
that fee had previ ously st ated the 


advised 
[said he 


cussed the fire with I 
had started the fire, 
that he had bronchi 
pointed out toL__ 

Batches were found on the first floor. _ 

responded with a , 1 Y#ab tT . During this conversationJ 

P started the fire sear the west end of the_jf 
aid he at first tended to disbelieve what f 


[ 


merely. 


ma iA 


th l1 


said he at first tended to die be Move what 
was saying because on the sight of the f ire [ 


I was 


DOT 


on the sixth floor after the fire started and he noticed 
no flames toward the west end* 


_ , , ms Id h® becam increasingl y troubled over 

repeated statements that be set the fire and 
gradually began to believe that be wight be tellina the 
truth. On one occasion when be talked to| 


WW7S 


y 4 B«rwi y - i 

^ -T Y w ^ A pWirrUi j TWawTfV^rW* a 




SAA 


din 
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to 14 him to "shut u p” beo uge wba t ho wva saying would 
got bia la trouble* La tor [ I said he began to 

t hat he would turn him l a for ail the work fee had 
eauawd ~by start log the fire* but | fc ept on talking. 

|~~ |said he believed It was during ttw * nomy aBtiop in 

the cafeteria on October 11, 1973, that I I had aaid 

that he had actually polled out a boa: or files on the 

sixth floor and set £irs t o the ho y, with the matches-- 

he had in his possession, I te aid he be lisy odl I 

said this to hi m because, as previously stated, I I 

looked up to his and seemed to want to disctiss the matter* 


bos with the mate 
""bald he believed 


| I said that as he has thought about | | 

statement*! fire, he has gradually come to 

realis e that |_pay have been telling the truth* 

I Isaid h e bases this belief on the recollection that 

when I I f tret discussed the matter with hist, h& was 

extremel y secretive* As time passed, however, and 
I k pparent1v began to feel more secure that he 

would not fe*? identified, he became more open in his states 
seats about the fire* later, when be would state ho had 
set the fire, tel lew workers would «a? they’re 


going to lock you up,” to which|_ 

boastfully ”W& $ t hey caa y t prove 


particularly sit, 

c« 1 

1 |mid that | 

t 


h:ich|_|w0ul«! respond 

prove it." Becesity, aad 
(statement oa October 11, 1973, 
said be was responsible for 


began to tt rorio«*ly wonder if[ 
bees responsible .iW the.tire. 
off, however, by _Idiscr 


3^ay have actually 
said he was throws 


gottea 
hand, [ 
what tl 


center. 


wever, by I [dt screpancy as to where he had 

the snat ches* I I said that os the other 

__jhftd recently become very interested In 

e penalty would be tor the person responsible for 
•« and that this lent substance to his belief that 
may have, in fact, set the £iro at the records 


described as follows: 


Residence' 











£ 
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Race: 

Sex; 

Date of birth; 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes; 

Social Security 
Account Humber: 
Sariai number: 



175 pounds 
Blonde 


Brown 



16 
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lmssosrt, a&vtsed he is »« of 


fie flat local personae! R ecords Ceaior - Military Branch 

1 Be said te tom bees earployed is 


tbi 


poBxxioti xor aooui 17 ttOfiDa* 

in this noftliiafl ha 


said that. 
nisigsie oil_ 


ago, 


sa 


_| said 


besa a wrair^ni 
that about one « 9 flt or a «0^T 
larolred in a coovgrsfttton w ith 
I _ _ _ I Ths cos esrsatloc turned to 

the firs at the records center, aad l I dor tag the 

coarse at the converse t ton—shleirteered that he had 
started the firs. I b id .be IflAfad a.t I 

Mo ftriaaed a nd started to iaxigh. | _pid m>t 

take I l oo serious because he felt be vas Jest 

attesptio* to get iiSL,_BttdM th* ISflttfflML ***** 


. mnaa,tap ties el the n 
_ho* he started the fire* [ 


att^i 


recall the asset coavorsation, bat| 
started the fire with aftteks>or siF 
effect* 


I asked 
Icouid aot 

■ A -* * 


{said that he 
thihg to that 



[ 


Jaid he could ffer&lsh so other i»fcr¬ 


eation regaxHliaa t his iaetdaat. lie said that while fee 


leaded to n ot take 
to his that | 
set the fire. 


Jfeee seriously, it occurred 


y hare bees eery serious about having 

> 


described as follows 


b 7 C 


IfitH im iewed on. 


at. 


ryg grlsmd, niwmmvl 


rls 


w/vr/7~ 


1 hi»; document contains noi*ht»r r « t v. :r m o Delations nor ro 
.! and its contorts oie no* to be a is ti ib u!od ojtsidn y> 


ions ■.:■ ! the TBI. 

tlt-nry 
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Hatae: 

KesidCDCO: 

Telephone number: 
Haee: 

Bex 

Pate of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weigbt; 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Social Security 



White 


130 pounds 

Brown 

Ease! 



e*5*TT 


TF 1 *I" 
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10/17/73 


I national 

Persons*#! »eeor«*B e#»t#r, Ullltary Branch, 9700 Pag« 
Baul«v«r(i f QV9rUfii t KUmouH, advised tteiro Is s* losg 
studiog prohibition ag&laet soaking in say stock arsis 
«l any mord css tar operated by tbs Baited States 
GoYtmaeat. Be advised that this prohibition applies 
cKjually ta all ponom m*playe£ la or visit log ths 
center, regardless el agency or branch of Gaverfwwut 
service* 


I | »tated that mteh mm «ploy<H? is 

lnfansed m tftia gtrl^gagt provisions, and is constantly 
res laded of it lag of portlsfist rega lit loos 

*ad imsace of 4 m?m s iow t» sotting forth those reggla- 
tlstt to all employees* 



T h i ^ document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of Ihe FBI. Il is the :'j i 'jjji.- r 1, uf ’In.- r !l . mu! a, i'.jo r 'od to your agency, 
it or.d its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Record center too damaged 


to, hunt for arson 


evidence 

_1_ 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


iA n y possibility of_ fining 
physical eviSencF^or^rson at 
the Military Personnel 'Rec¬ 
ords Center in Overland, dev¬ 
astated by fire last week, was 
ruled out Thursday by the 
Federal 'Bureau of 1 Investiga¬ 
tion. 

■Six FBI agents who spent 
the entire day Tuesday amid 
the rubble on the sixth floor 
of the immense structure 
found d a m a g e so complete 
that further examination 
would be pointless, Robert G, 
Kunfcei, special agent in 
charge of the FBI office here, 
said in an interview, 

“THE ONLY WAY well 
I ever establish arson —if 
f that's what it was — will be 
i through CTr r*f*T {a 'j c ’* Kunkel 

said. __, 

He gea»than 80 per¬ 
sons who were in or near the 
building when the fire started 
last Thursday have been 
questioned and more inter- 
views are planned. 

The fire centered an the top 
floo r of fee=sbg5t3ry building, 

two bloajtg ,Japg^ and a block 
wide. The center held some 
56 mi Hi on files on armed 
forces personnel, about20 
million of them on the sixth 

of 


a 


floor. , 

“A th o r ough examination 
the sixth flow disclosed)? 
tuaUy coq^ to****' 
at least TP per cen t of 1 
records onl; 


small pssesatag^of them par¬ 
tially salvageable,” Kunkel 
said. 

“We also located the proba¬ 
ble original site of the fire,” 
he said. 

“WE DETERMINED that it 
stated near the center of the 
building, at a point buried un¬ 
der tons of concrete and two 
to three feet of wet, charred 
rubble frogn burned records. 

“Because of the collapse of 
the 10-inch-thick concrete roof 
in the area, a thorough exam¬ 
ination for evidence of arson 
will not be possihle. 

“The original fire site is 
permanently inaccessible and 
will be demolished as the 
sixth floor is r e m o v e d by 
heavy const jugi,* 0 * equip¬ 
ment.” 

The roof shifted seven inch¬ 
es Tuesday, Kunkel said, 
“and as of Tuesday night, 
people have been pretty much 
evacuated.” 

HE NOTED THAT the rec¬ 
ords center, larger in floor 
space than the Empire State 
Building Sbd second only to 
the Pentagon in size, was 
doused with 50 million gallons 
of water during the fire, 
which raged out of control for 
two days. 

Arson was considered a 
possibility because there have 
been about a dozen small 
fires in the building in the 
fast two years, most of them 
started in wastebaskets, Kw- 
kel noted. 

Other possibilities being 
considered, he said, are acci¬ 
dent, spontaneous comfeustidn 
and electrical faults. 
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RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 


Orally ______ By Telephone_Written Communication 

date date 

Information concerning: 

I MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
MILITARY (NPRC-M), 7/12/73; OOP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 
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during course of Bureau investigation 

□ from informants 

□ from complainants or other sources 
Information furnished to: 

G6A, Regional Office, Kansas City, Mo. 

2 reports 

Number of items disseminated: _ 
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ST. LOUIS 

ST. LOUIS 

10/26/73 

10/12 - 

10/25/73 

T1TLL OF CASE 






1- 

-1 

SA 


kmt 


character of case 


MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORDS CENTER * MILITARY 

(NPRC-M) DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

7/12/73 


REFERENCE: 


SL report of SA 

- P - 


10/17/73 * 


b'7 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


of 

a 


It ha« mat bean dq*b 

by 


2 


ight at 11:00 j>,M. on 7/11/7 

At such tia« as 


le to arrange for 
who gave subjLooa 
lnamuch awl_ 


administrative leave _ 

back to the Records Canimc for discharge procedures, arrangements 


identification 
igarette and 
is on 
brought 


3 


vl11 be made for 


t 


identification of the subject. 


Investigative period overlaps that of last report to 
include original discussion of the case with the office of the 
U. S. Attorney. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS claimed none I. __ I 


DO NOT '.‘'RITE IN SPACES BELOW 


2 - Bureau 

1 - USA, St. Louis 

2 - ORA, Regional Office, 

y Kansas City, Missouri 

* 2 - St. Louis (52-4S5S) 


J7(, 


D’r •s som j n ntr on Rccofd cl A*tacb«'d Report 


No t-a 4 i on ■> 
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LEADS: 


ST, LOOM DIVISION 

AT OVERLAND, MISSOURI 


Will follow for prosecutive action* 


for identification of the subj 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 

Report ol: 
Date: 
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Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 


VKUllS 

At 


This ooi-un'K-m ■ 

<irc iiFit t<• ho -.Iis 


1- United States Attorney, St. Louis 

General Services Administration, Regional Office, 
Pumas City. Miss ouri 

SAl I ° ficc ST. LOUIS 

October 20, 1973 

lc SL 52-48S6 Bureau File 


MAJOR FIRE, MATTOKAL PHRSOKJTEL 
RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (HPRC-M) 
JULY 12, 1973 


OBSTRUCTION OF GOVERPIENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON 

b7C 


nf of l | a fellow employee- 

of l L set fortnT I I said that while 

consistently slept on the iob. he had no knowledge 6r 
any statements made by | l adnitting responsibility 

for the fire and cannot recall events of July 11, 1973. 
Facts of the setter discussed with office of the United 
States Attorney, Eastern District of Missouri, on 
October 12, 1973, October 22, 1973, and October 23, 1973. 
On the latter date two alternative courses of action 
described by Assistant United fits tea .Attorney involving 

administrative handling of|_|by General Services 

Administration and possible presentment of evidence to 
Federal Grand Jury on October 31, 1973. 


- P ~ 


GVMRLAMD, MISSOURI 


ntti.n3 neilher rccoinnirndcHi'/rv-* ri'T • I'li'.v.i';.:,^ . -t :1:r KRI 1: i hr pi r.-pert y ;ii' Mir FHI /in i is |ii«nc.i :•> your ugrnry. i- an*! il ^ mnirnS 

inbuk'.l o.itsi.-if your nR«*nc> . 
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10/30/73 


] XlMOuri, 


1 1 

Military M 

r 

Center 

on” 

shift. 

i 

of events 

an noun 

tl# 

bo dee* 

i no 


at 

anl 

van 


PM 


tk* latioMl 


J advised be Is eogloryed an a 


Records Can tar - 

St. bools, limirl. 




1 


t 

ClM»l 

t want 


advised be vm at work la tke Record* 

1073 on tbe 4:00 P.M. to 13:30 A.3. 

Hd tint k« kM no specific recollection 
t llfkt, «xc«pt that be was do la* kit lob 


10 


g tk« third floor rentr 
to «tat» positively to having 
11:00 P.M. on tko alfkt of July 
way* pooolaf by and conversing even tkoufh ho, 
lltt1* attention to hi* bat continued him work. 
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I Skid that if bo hod neei j ~1 it woo Id not 

havo boon aattl noon tine *ftor 11:00 P.3 . ai| ^ ] 

regularly could bo found lllim 1~ * soft chair at column 
J 10 on tho third floor. | | *aId this location was 

r of or rod to by hi* an tho ^Lab orers* Roon** and that| j 

would usually wakol lap at that location at about 

11:00 PJ|. Wmm [ j naldhe trie d to ”helg» | 1 to 

give bin MM go i dance, but that I L ft owed to Just ^poter 
out" and go to a loop alnont an ywh e r e. I | won Id try to do 
hla work hat soon—te-Sneld nit dawn and go to sloop whorovor 
ho wan working. I w ould roan is s aloon unt il a supervisor 

or nonnona oln o would reartsand him. I m m±4 it woo Ida * t 

bo long before f [ wan hack to sloop again. 

| I sold he fans no roco 11 action oi l 

over nyiig no mid anything to do wit h starting the nr* 
and that bo ban not worked boot | y ory woch ninoo the 

fire. 


go could fora in h no otbor la for— tlon. 


_10/13/73_ Overland, Mionouri 


BA 


knt 


at, 33-4836 
10/26/73 
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AT ST* LOUIS, MISSOURI 

On October 12, 1973, the facts of this matter 
were preliminarily discussed with United States Attorney 
DOKALD J* STOHR and Assistant United states Attorney 
TERRY I. ADELMAN, Eastern District of Missouri, St. Louis, 
Missouri. It was determined through review of til 
information available at that time including ! | 

signed statement, that insufficient evidence existed to 
authorize a complaint against the subject* Additional 
investigation was re quested in t he form of interviews of 
five persons to whom ! | aade statements claiming 

responsibility for the fire, medlcMl and educational back¬ 
ground, andan investigative report incorporating all such 
Investigation. 

On October 22, 1973, this matter was discussed 
with United States Attorney DOKALD J. STOHR who was in 
receipt of an Federal Bureau of Investigation report of 
investigation. STOHR indicated that a preliminary review 
of information contained in the cnnad—indlcated that there 
is insufficient evidence against | \to au thorize 

prosecution. STOHR indicated that | p tatmment, 

which describes the Records Center fire as starting from 
his negligent smoking, is not incriminating and that 
statements made to his fellow workers that he set the fire 
were not sufficiently strong so as to warrant initiation 
of criminal proceedings. STOHR advised that he wished to 
solicit the opinions of his staff as to a proper course of 
action to be taken in the matter and requested a follow-up 
contact. 


On October 23, 1973, Assistant United States 
Attorney J. PATRICK GLYlUf, Eastern District of Missouri, 

St. Louis, Missouri, advised that this matter had been 
assigned to him for review. He stated that two alternative 
courses of action have been determined, neither of which 
Involves authorization for immediate filing of a complaint 


3 
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and arrest of the subject, GLYNN said the two alternatives 
are referral to the General Services Administration for 
administrative action and presentation of evidence in this 
matter to a Federal Grand Jury for consideration in it 
investigative capacity. GLYNN explained that this procedure 
simply utilises the Investigative characteristics of a Federal 
Grand Jury and does not necessarily imply the seeking of a 
determination as to indictment. GLYNN stated that the first 
alternative, administrative handling by the General Services 
Administration, should be initiated through contact of approprlat 
General Services Administration officials by the United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri. GLYNN stated 
that depending on resulting necessities, a decision will be 
made as to whether presentation of the evidence In this 
matter should be made to the Federal Grand Jury convening 
on October 31, 1973. 



TO 

FROM : 

subject: 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY ISC* EDITION 

GSA FPMR («l CO?) 101-11.8 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 


^ SA 


date: 10/25/73 


MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL 
PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER 
MILITARY BRANCH (NPRC-M) 
JULY 12, 1973 
DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 


On 10/17/7.?. a 

folder of I 

of the United Sta tes Army Reser ve Contro 
SLMO. 




IdQB is shown aj 


SSAN 


worker._1_ 1 

| h j. | «*»*«*«- 

homp phone isl 


KTl 

>, zip code [ 


revi ew was made of the personnel 
I who is presently an employee 
Gr oup. NPRC-M f 
_] at | f 

appointed August 
enan ce and service 
|his address 


I I height is shown as 5*11", his weight 

168 pounds. He is the hn lriar of a Missouri rhanff<=>r 1 « 
license. He attended the l I 

Mo. His brother is identified as 

USN, Norfolk, Va. - 


b 7 


Former employers are shown as follows: 


1/73 - Weste rn Men. 819 Chestnut r SLMO 

1970 - 1973 -| |for self 

5/63 - 7/70 - Trra, 18otf Market, SLMO 

67-68 - Two used furniture stores 

59-60 - Chromcraft Corp., 11960 Westline, SLMO 

Summer, 1958 - Salem Pine and Pole, Salem, Mo. 

claimed the following residences: 





4/72-12/72 - 
12/72-1/73 - 


1/73-1 |- 


2-/ 52-485^ 
- 46-NEW 
DRS:cw 
(4) 

t \ 


»t\ 


T 


b-s 



b' 
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The following marriages and divorces are listed: 

ldate o f marriage 


at St. Louis, Mo., divorced in 



date of marriage. 1 1 

)., divorced in 


r 


at St. 


Sfrvprl in the U.S. Army 2/61 to 2/63 


under serial number 


service is shown as 


L 




Selective Service number is 
Home of rprnrd at tiim=> of pnt.rv in the 


Mo. He 


earned an "expert" rifle badge and expert with the .45 
caliber pistol. Blood group is "0". 

On lo/io r 

advised that 


b'7 



LEADS: 


ST. LOUIS 


AT ST.LOUIS 


Will request credit and criminal 
AT NPRC-M 


Will request military record. 
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TITLE OF CASE_ 


MAJOR FIRE NATIONAL 
PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER 
MILITARY BRANCH (NPRC-M) 
7/12/73 


11/5/73 10/31/73 


SA L_ I 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 


vis 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA I 
dated 10/26/7TT 


at St. 


Louis 


- C - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


Due to failure of tbe FGJ to indict 


10/31/73, and since It Is not presently likely that 
will be returned to t he records center for diarharyo 1 


thj__^ _ 

pro££dii£fl«, and since f li dentif ication 

of | I would not bear directly oo I I responsibility 

for the captioned fire, no further attempts ar e being made 
to atteant to arrange for an identification of| |by 

* and case is considered closed. 


on 


] 


accomplishments claimed 


NONE 


ACQUIT 

TALS 


* J ! ! * j •\ i i - t > rj I if 

t: i -I r J J • v.h r I r • or: 


2 - Bureau 

1 - t;s:. , st. i.oil i i. 

2 - GSA Regional Office 

Kansas City, Missouri 

1 - St. Louis (52-4856) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


File #: 


] - rnitod — * * t r*i tut p :• t , Louis, Missouri 

2 - General Services Administration, Regional Office, 
Kansas City, Missouri 


SA 

noVMjSr 


5, 1973 


Office: 


ST* LOUIS 
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MAJOR flfeS, NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M) 
JULY 12, 1973 


DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON 


Facts of case presented to Federal Grand Jury, 

EDMO, SLHO, 10/31/73. A”no true bill 1 was returned. 


- C - 

DETAILS: AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI 

On October 31, 1973, facts of this matter were 
presented to the Federal Grand Jury in the Eastern District 
of Missouri, St. Louis, Missouri. A "no true bill" was 
returned. 


1* 




li/6/73 


AIRTEL AIRMAIL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) C 


SUBJECT : |_| 

MAJOR FIRE 

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - 
MILITARY BRANCH 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
7/12/73 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 


Re report of SA 


dated 10/17/73. 


For information of Bureau, TERRY GENE DAVIS, 
who in interview set forth in ref financed neaacfc_fiuaLished b 


f 


strongest information implicating 
captioned fire, discovered dead 8:30 FM, 11/5/73. 
apps^r^yl DAYTR vi rtl m nf sniririp UAVTS 


1 in 




c 


m a seciuaea ru ral l 
since 10/30/73. | 


resides 
at NPRC-M, 


} mg, haa nox imported for work 
stated he had not seen DAVIS at 


home since that time even though lights had been lef t on 
in DAVIS’ cabin. At about 8:30 PM, 11/5/73 r r ll poked 

into DAVIS’ window and observed his corpse with a shotgun 
propped between his legs and the majority of his head 
blown away. 


Subsequent investigation determined DAVIS killed 
himself with a 16 guage pump shotgun after having left the 
following note: 


Bureau 
1-r St. Louis 
DftS:cw 
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"There just isn’t any point to any of this, 
ftobody gives a damn and never has. Blame it on 
dope. Blame it on parents . But people *** are 

the cause of all the _ __ in the world. 

All I ever needed was "ito’ "know that somebody gave 
a damn about anything to do with me. 

"Where is truth? Where is love? Whore is 
anything that is real? Thank you KADI. Thank 
you XSHE. Thank you humanity." 

Mention of KADI and KSHE are apparent references 
to local radio stations emphasizing rock and roll type 
music, DAVIS* main ambition in the world was to become 
a star rock and roll performer. 

Coroner’s report estimates date of death as 
11/1/73, as judged by state of decomposition of the body 
and reports that he had been seen alive prior to that time. 

DAVIS was honorably discharged from the XJ.S, 

Coast Guard 11/23/71, due to psychiatric difficulties 
involving depression and anxiety. Fellow workers at the 
record center indicated DAVIS had beelfceriodically 
depressed since long prior to the fire at the records 
center. Within the last two weeks DAVIS had been involved 
in a minor accident with his car, was arrested on his 
motorcycle in a prohibited wildlife area and had been 
disturbed over his relationship with his parents. DAVIS 
had also broken off with his girlfriend who had been living 
with him on 10/27/73. She returned on 10/29/73, for her 
personal belongings and declined to remain with DAVIS at 
h£s request but "on his terms". DAVIS* girlfriend claimed 
that DAVIS was injecting "speed". 

DAVIS* friends and working associates at the 
record center deny he was particularly concerned or upset 
over events involving the record center fire and that his 
death would most likely have nothing to do with the | ~| 
[investigation or the fire itself. DAVIS* friends 
indicated he may have planned his own death over considerable 
period of time as he felt "possessed Of a demon" and told 
them he had been "seeing and feeling things" that they 
could not understand. While DAVIS exhibited certain 
elements of instability to his friends, he generally 


2 




SL 52-4856 


appeared highly intelligent and of otherwise nomal 
characteristics. Above data set forth for infomation 
of Bureau and no further investigation is being conducted 
in this natter by the St. Louis Division. 


3* 
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v. SUMMARY (Ibiff statement should include, if applicable, history, pertinent ph> ... .■! findings. course in hospital, treatment given, condition at 
V • discharge, ilateprtimt can ifliwe pre-hospital activity, recommendations for follow-up treatment, medications furnished at discharge, and com- 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 


P. 0. Drawer 8 

Central Station March 29, 1974 

St. Louis, Mo. 63188 


Mr. Robert G. Kunkel, SAC 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
1520 Market Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63177 

Attn: SA 

Dear Sir: 


Attached are the documents, which SA 
discussed with you on March 29, 1974 


of this office 


Poor quality of the copy ma kes it almost impossible t o determine 
whether the subject's name i j S hould the 

f—Iwritten on the hospital summary properry identify this 
mcnviauai, it would be appreciated if you would furnish this office 
with the correct name. 


Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

D / 

OSCAR G. WEISHEIT, JR. 

Acting Special Agent In Charge 


Attachments 








Post Office Box 7251, Main Station 
St. Louis, Missouri 63177 
April 3, 1974 


Mr. Robert E. Lllley 
Special Agent In Charge 
Departsent o1 the Treasury 
United States Secret Service 
P.0.Drawer 6 
Central Station 
St. Louis, Missouri 631SS 

Dear Sir: 


Thank you for your letter of March 2S. 1974 


•high you request the correct Identity of 


f 




%T 


For your Informatio n, this Individual has bean. 


f i 

_ __ Dat e and Place of Birth,_ 

I | at Chicago, Illinois* I I served In the United States 
Marine Corp b etween Hoy sober of 1943 and May of 1946 under 
Serial Nueber I I it has, nnt. ret been detensined whether 

j— jpj_ 


t 


b 


For your additional infomatlon, a Marine Corp 
record is on file for Hay It the National Personnel Records 
Center, Military Branch, 9700 Page Boulevard, St. Louis, 
Missou ri, Which Will furnish you With eoeelete datalie of 
^^^^silitary service, including! 


Thank you for referring this setter to us. 


Very truly yours. 


WBSLBY T. VHALXY 
Special Agent In Charge 


1 - Addressee 
1 - St. Louis (52-4856) 
DRS:dlv 
( 2 ) 










4/3/74 


AIRTKL 


TO: SAC, LITTLE HOCK 

FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) (P) 


SUBJECT: |_ I 

Major Fir®, National Personnel Records Cantar, 
(Military Branch) 

Overland, Missouri 

7/12/74 

DGP 

00: ST. LOUIS 


For information of Little Hock, captioned individual 
furnished a signed statement indicating that he had carelessly 
smoked and disposed of a cigarette in an ares shore the records 
center fire first broke out, just before the fire was discover¬ 
ed. For further information of Little Back in covering the__ 

mmt —♦tar I I 


On 3/29/74, Acting Chief of Police HAT 
Overland, Mo., telephonically advised he had received via 8t. 
Louis County Police Department Information that—they had 


[ 


eeived a long-distance telephone call from 


f 


who furnished tne folioslug: 


r ne call from |_ 

Ark., telephone I 











8L 51-4*56 


tployos* 


Ob 4/1/74 


Custodial 


advised thara aara 


•f either Ke 


or Oriental extraction working at the records coster at the time 
of the fire, sad that there are —a# —flayed at this time. 


LEAD 


L1TTUK BOCK DITISIOM 


b7C 


AT OiMALlKL, I^IVS 


Till locate and interview 
el de ve loping all Indorsation in her 


_|for the pur- 
ion regarding 


the lira, and the identity of the wnhneert Korean. 


Tapi Jitloos handling is requested due to the aagnl- 
tude el less incurred to the Gov erases t by the lire, and the 
pehtetlal ler publicity which natters pertaining to the lire 

generate. 


1 






4/2/74 


AIRTEL AIRMAIL 


TO: 

SAC, 

MEMPHIS 

FROM: 

SAC, 

ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 


SUBJECT: |_I 

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC-M 

7/12/73 

DGP 

00: SL 

Enclosed for the Memphis Division is one copy each 
of two communications received by the St, Louis Division 
of the FBI, and the St, Louis Office of the Secret Service, 

The pftBMUin^nt^n afl ranncant a np yt inn of th w 

military service record of|_pOB | |at 

Chicago, Ill, As the envelopes shoe,these documents were 
mailed from Nashville, Tenn. 


bJ 


Notation: 
but how he 1 

s made on these documents are presumably 

i-1 \ 

1 lis m 

oT Known. IT Id Known thftU served m 


the U,S, Marine Corps be tween . Nov e mb e r of 1Q A 3 nnri Matt pf 

number I 

|during his period of service. 


While it is not conceivable that|_ I had anything 

to do with the fire at the National Military Records Center, 
his repeated references to that fire require he be interviewed 
regarding any knowledge he may have of the fire. 


2 - Memphis (End, 2) 
/ St. Louis 

DRS:ck 

_ 










SL 52—4856 


During intervie w | should be counseled regarding 

his inappropriate renarks a bout the FBI and the records 
center fire which for information of Memphis, has in all 
liklihood been solved. 

Expeditious handling is requested due to the 
magnitude of loss to the Government, and publicity 
potential which this case represents. 

LEADS 


THE MEMPHIS DIVISION: 


AT NASHVILLE, TENN.: 


Will locate and interview|_lregarding any 

knowledge he may have of the r ecords under fiee and determine 
how he came into possession of | | 


Will check i rid ings and th« prank hmf for 
local background data on| 


any 


2 
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USI> NO , ] C l.f'M nA 


of chnx iinlilpnon. e afi ctl m 

the t#>tt**f “\” betou- the oof diagnosis responsible fur Ihe major pari ol lly* patimft *toy ) 


Approved liy linn an of (ho Uuu«af 

Orlob«f 

) m«i t,f He»piT*t ■ b 7 C ..i. • 




:*»v’c. 10-1000 

«*' . 


**I*TpNO STOCK OK V* »OOM 1 o *VOO. 
JUL IW4 WU.U at V»tD 


HOSPITAL SUMMARY 


ef*v*rw ' •)* 
% 


¥&*$**?'*' V 


»v* 


r " w .T 







RECEIVED 

U.S. SEC°F" SERVICE 

Mar 29 2 12 *7M 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY IM EDITION 

USA FPMR <41 CPU} |0!*fl.S 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


SAC, ST. IX 

HITS o 

(ATTN: SA 


SPVR 




date: 


3/29/74 


subject: 


unsub; 

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC 

SLMO 

DGP 


- M 


On 3/29/74, Acting Chief of Police RAT POESHEL, 
Overland, Mo., telephonically advised as follows: 

He had received via SL County PD information 
that the County had received a long-dist ance telephone 
call fron | I Baxter County, 

Ark., telephone 30i-4Z0-t*zzz, the following: 


_ Xh 

ere is a woman named 1 

who resides 

<!■* vmmi A*A 

1 

Ark., mnd who it _i 

Mo- Whilo raaldliwr in 1 1 




b'7C 


- LEAD 


THE ST. LOUIS DIVISION 

AT ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Ascertain the residence of I _ I in 

Arkansas; have her interviewed; identify ~jl 

and interview re his knowledge of the fire:- 









TO 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1002 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFH) 101-11.6 


'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 


date: 


5/20/74 


FROM J^S^^LIJTLE ROCK (52-3029) (RUC) 


subject: 


b7C 


Major Fire, National Personnel 
Records Center, 

(Military Branch) 

Overland, Missouri 

7/12/73 

DGP 

Qftr SL 



Re St. Louis airtel to Little Rock, 4/3/74. 

f ollowing investigation was conducted by 
at Gamaliel, Arkansas, on 5/2/74; 


1 telephonef 


b7C 




resident oi 
advised thatTj 
at the foregoing aaaress, was emp 
Records Center as well as another 
has subsequently been transferred.^ 


1 formerly a 


_] Missouri, 

Jwho presently resides 


|who 


[ 


On numerous occasions comments were made by I I 
]relating to the treatment he received by coworkers at 


the Personnel Records Center, specifically compl aints of th reat- 
ment by Negro employees who would interfere witil 
assigned duties. L 


I | related that the only information she 

had concerning the Personnel Records Center would have been 
information she received from| |and specifically she 

possessed no information as to CA6 Identity of anyone who 
would be respons ible for the dps tmctlon of the center nor 
does she know anyl I She stated emphatically _ 

.. • , r i 






*arwT7AYKA a irA _ho 



2 - St. Louis 
1 - Little Rock 
JDK/bng 
(3) 





SEARCHED._ 

SERI 


i . 


MAY 23 1974 

FBI — SAINT L OUIS^q 







LR 52-3029 


On 5/3/74, - . -- -. J 

Baxter County Sheriff's Office, Mountain Home, Arkansas, 
was contacted concerning the information. h o ini H ally 

developed from| [at which time|_{admitted 

rto: 


that the reference 
of individuals 


to tne 
referred to 


an men were his characterizations 




and that he was unable 


to recall anything further stated by her which would be of 
assistance in this matter. 


1 p n cr1~h pmH 


by] 

derf 


It 

it 


is 

is. 


noted that__ 

.believed the information 
p.s in error. 


ixre 
mation 
through| 


uo 


c 


cause an 

ngflOflapH 


by 


ntprv^ pw nf | 


i 


Was interviewed at 
previously furnished 
Louis might 
that any infor- 


_c 


In 


would have been obtained 


2 





5 / 23 / 7 * 


AIRTEL 


TO: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (52-5648)(P) 


SUBJECT: I I 

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC - M 

7/12/73 

DCP 

ix>: sl 

Re St. Louis airtel to Memphis, 4/2/74. 


Tor information of receiving offices, St* Louis 
Division forwarded to Memphis communications directed to the 


St. Louis FBI 


.Offic 

horn 


Secret Service, from one 


Jot Chicago, Illinois* These 


uoeuaenis were sailed fro# Nashville, Tennessee and con¬ 
tained derogatory remarks concerning the FBI and the Govern¬ 
ment in general, Notat ions made on the documents were 

hv I I anil haw h a case Into p oasas aion of 
I I is unknown* I l aerved in 

the U* F. Marine Corps d uring November. 194*$ and May.1946 

mi^ar _ bap 



Efforts to locate 
have boon negative* 

2-San Francisco 
2-Seattie 

(j&St. Louis (52-4S5L) 
^-Memphis 

Bin be 

(9) 


at Nashville. Term. 



V/ - yfo c ; - -/Sf 









ME 52-56*8 


On various dates in April and May, 197^# cheeks of 
the Central Records Division, Nashville PD have been node 
concerning his with negative results. Credit Bureau records 
are not available in cheeks of this type. 


r 


On 5/17/7A, a source in the Veterans Administration, 
Nftghvi11c» Tenne ssee (PROTECT) advised in confidence that 


Office of the Vi 


veteran file 
i under number 


LEADS ; 


s located in the San Francisco 


SAN- FRANCIS CO VISION 


AX -MI* FRANCISCO# CALIF . 

ViJI, at the VA, review file 
and advise of current location. 


concerning 


SEATTLE DIVISION 


AT SEATTLE. WASHINGTON 

Will check reeorda_al_the VA Hospital at America 
Lake, Washington concerning!_I under VA number 

MEMPHIS DIVI3DN 


AT MURFREESBORO. TENN. 

Will recheck VA Hospital fox □ under number 


AT NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 


Will continue efforts to locate 


b'7C 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


(&-**$*)CrX> 


s: O - 3/ - 7 1 / 


subject: 



7 -/ 2 -- 73 

/& (?/*=> 

0- O. S'L- 

S- 3 / 7 y 

, <S7• <^7***-c*'s 


/?X0C<S. 






/l/'*7Z <2 -SV, ?<**> 

^«2^S-6SZ < C- t 3^'< s ^ : '^*2-<Z- 

ssLe^ # 

rzZZf/^ 2&- 





FD-36 (R*v, 5-22-64) 

— 

~ 

1 

1 

1 

1 



F B 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



Date: 6/5/74 

1 

1 

I 

Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

l 

1 

t 

Via Airtel 


Airmai1 

(Priority) 

t 

1 

1 

L 

TO : 

SAC, 

ST. LOUIS (52-4356) 


FROM : 

SAC, 

MEMPHIS (52-3648) (RUC) 



SUBJECT: |_ 

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC - M 

7/12/73 

DGP 

00 : St . Louis 


Re Memphis airtel to San Francisco, 5/23/74. 


/iii 

offices disrec 

ard 


born 


At i 


Chicago, Illinois. 


Med ical 


ration hosnita 1 iVAHi 


1 ISSAN 


patient at the VAH. 


On 5/31/74,_ 

Administration, Veteran^ Aamimsx 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., advised that 
1011, VA Claim # 13010540, was a 
Murfreesboro, from 1/24/04 to 3/3/64 and from 7/30/64 to 
12/2/04 and has not tjeen a p atient there since that time* 
Records indicate tha 
San Francisco, Cal., 


b7 


been a n at 
in 1972 


file was forwarded to the VAH, 


but 


Records at 
indicate thatl 


VAH, Murfreesboro, are 
"Ihas been a patient 


very incomplete 


] 


lover the past year* and has 
government officials, both 
, * past 10 years or more. The most 

correspondence in the file at Murfreesboro is a letter 


oeen writing leixers to various 
Federal and state, for the 
recent 


Q - St. Louis 
2 - San Francisco 
2 - Seattle 
1 - Memphis 
HH/nfct 
(7) 


cv. _ 


S#nt 

. . - —-A L. . » »»• ilt < M. 




Approved: 















ME 52-3648 


l 


o-CunsrfififlM. 


froml _ 
w hich l 

letter enclosed for 
previously mailed b 

Ip-M-fvr <=;igned by 


dated 3/33/74 



r 


it* 


Tennessee, telephone 


he same VA f orms 
the St. Louis Of 

gives adrireas as 


t 


f 


Whicti 
ice. 


jm 


t ha t. as 


The VAH records 
of 12/7/721 


at Murfreesboro also indicate 


On June 3. 

1974, C 



1* 

enn. was 

contacted by SAI f 


|and| 


lat which time she advised 

that 

die is the mother of 1 


1 she described as 


having been born| 


| Illinois. 


She described him as 

a white 

male. 6’. 270 lb«. hair blond 

and vervshbDrt . She 

advised 

that her son is! 



b'7C 


is a constant letter writer.He has been i nr. add out or 
Veterans Hospitals and is currently under the care of a 
doctor in Nashvi lie! 


[ | She advised that government 

agencies snouict not even acknowledge her son's letters as 
he is a constant letter writer and imagines things. She 
advised that he has been very upset about Watg£gate and 
recently a ^representative of the Secret Service talked to 
her about him. 


advised that her soil 
eek a 


left 


o and she has noidea where b# is 


Nashville aooui et^w< 
at the,present, but she advised that he goes away for trip® 
of this type and she generally will hear from him in a mo, nth 
or two fromnsoae distant location. She advised that she 
had no idea where he was now, ^he advised that her son did 


_ She 

want to 


1 


anused that the Federal Government would even 
to bin because he is such a prolific letter writer 


was 
ta lk 


In view of the above, no further action being 
taken by Memphis and this matter is being considered referred 
upon completion to the office of origin. 


2 





OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY Itet EDITION 

OSA FPMR (41 CF») 101-11.4 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : FILE (52-4856) date: 6/26/74 


from : SAq 


b7C 


MAJOR FIRE AT NPftC-ll 

7/12/73 

DGP 

00: St. Louis 


Today,| | Post-Dispatch reporter, 

visited the SAC to snaxe nanas and to discuss instant case. 

He specifically wanted to know if we had identified any 
suspects or whether I could say the fire was accidental or 
caused by arson. I told him that since we had not obtained 
an indictment or an arrest warrant, I of course could not 
identify any suspects but that no information had been devel¬ 
oped that the fire was caused by arson. 

For record purposes. 




A.V 



r 








OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

JULY 1*73 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFRJ 101.1 1.* 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) DATE: 7/18/74 


FROM 

subject: 


SAC, SEATTLE (52-10737) (RUC) 


MAJOR FIRE AT NpRC - M 

7/12/73 

DGP 

00: ST. LOUIS 


Re Memphis airtel to San Francisco, dated 5/23/74. 


1 - 

American Lake Ve 

fprans Hncni fn 1 Tcmnmfl Was 

advised 

that the file on 



is 


currently not in the files of American Lake Hospital but 
has bee n transferr ed to VA H psr>i tn 1 — in S i nn , Franc isco, Calif¬ 
ornia . | ladded thatl 


is known to him 


is a prolific letter writer, writing governors, cong ressmen 
local law enforcement agencies and any other address ! 
should come in contact with. 


b7C 



In view of the above information, no further 
investigation is being conducted by this Division. 


<$ 


2V St. Louis (52-4856) 

- Memphis (52-3648) (Info) 
1 - Seattle (52-10737) 

CJYv; ecf 

(4) 







OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 

MAY l M2 EDITION 

OSA FPMR (41 Cm) 101*11.• 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 

iss S (js-'+s’c) qp^ date: 7 * ^ 7* 

I- 

from : jp/ 


TO 


subject: 


/VSSe/Z. /y*e/s. /1/S*e. - /*? 

7-/1- - 7 3 

$■ 0. S/- /o <//■-£ 

/^%£P2S- 78 4/f ^^ /f/- / t 




#/yr sASr&x?c/' eu '* s & 


/{//?/£. C~ - c~ //ss /A/0t4/t/&0 £ '^' 

j?/5sc*/a*o s*J <&'***<»*" 




r*sr 7** 0A-" 


/ yy//7>ir w rr-' t/r- i I f »■ o' — — ' ' __ . __ 


SA/ti^/j /Ud7~*'s'sZtftvr- r?**: 


/A/ ^ 
/^>8? 


<ft*= 


r> ****•»«£- 

//sfr fftFXA/ 


A/fr*»** //, /#S***> *+**•*' /&***» 

S } ot//ZstrjT4? r yv /'r/d(//i‘ x /7~ /s fTfr&d *t*9*>t*0 4&* /^/* 

fjjc pc"**** Xeee*rr~ * 

*S/Z* fyeS/OC/sc et . 


/ - S^ ^JrCC 



j 





FD-302 IREV. I 1-27-70] 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription_ _ g/'g/yg 

^ , telephone number 

was interviewed, ile was immediately advised of the 
identity of the interviewing Agent, the nature of the interview, 
and that anything he said could be used in a court of law, 

I 1 advised that he knows nothing about the fire 

at the military records center in July of 1973, He said he 
discussed the matter with his mother when he visited her in 
Arkansas last spring, but never told her that he knew anything 
about how the fire got started. 


|_|said he heard a lot of talk that the fire 

started from someone smoking in the files. He said that prior 
to the fire he frequently observed people smoking in the flip 
■atau— and tha t he advised them, as well as 

that that should not be done*;- 1 


view as 


ows: 


w as described through observation and inter- 


Race: 

Date of births 
Place of births 
Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes* 

Hair: 

Foster mother: 
Natural parents: 



135 

Brown 


Unknown 


7/29/74 


St, Louis, Missouri 



SL 52-4856 


Dale d ictated. 


7/29/74 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 






SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 


9/30/74 


SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) (P) 


MAJOR FIRE AT NPHC-M 

7/12/73 

DGP 

00: St. Louis 

Re Memphis airtel to San Francisco, 5/23/74; and 
Seattle letter to St. Louis dated 7/18/74, copy attached. 

Enclosed for San Francisco Is one copy of referenc ed 
Seattl e letter to St . Louis wh ich indicates that I I 

| |vA File Number I l is located at the VA Hospital, 

san rranciaco, California. 

Inasmuch as the only invtfeBtigation outstanding in 
this matter is review of the above VA File, San Francisco 
is requested to expedite coverage of its lead set forth In 
referenced Memphis airtel. 


b 7 C 






2-San yranclsoo (Enc. 1) 
2-St. Louis 
f" L. .„MDBS:d»n 
/' (4) 






TO 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1MZ EDITION 

osa ptmr (*i ant) ioi-h.« 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 


date; H/21/74 



FRaMV j&AC, SAN FRANCISCO (52 -18349) (RUC) 

SUBJEdlT 


MAJOR FIRE AT 
NPRC - M 
7/12/73 
DGP 

00; ST. LOUIS 


Re letter from St. Louis to San Francisco, dated 
9/30/74, and letter from Memphis to St. Louis, dated 6/5/74. 


-iFrancisco discontinued investigation on 
per instructions in second referenced letter. 


On 11/6/74J |medical records at 

Veteran's Administration nospitai, ban Francisco, California, 
iA\z.i.£i£ k A —j - -i n -a ± — oVm wap nn- a Vii o——t^ate any record concerning 


She advised that perhaps 
-mg vg-r.g-nan ' g flnmirji gtrflt.imi Hgcrinpal Office might he able 
to locate a file on 


JDn 11/13/74, F 
I Veteran's Aam: 


s Administration Regional uxrice, 
Street, San Francisco advised that gfrp wag nnahta 
file in the office under the name L 






211 Main 

locate 

ith 


b7C 


any tile m 

above SSAN and V eteran's Adm inistration file cl aim number. 

On the same day,||advised that she ran | _ 

number through tne com purerlocator and it indicated that the 
file of| | can be located at the Nashville Regional 

Office, united states Courthouse, 801 Broadway, Nashville, 
Tennessee 37203. 


_ 

is leaving them the d: 
to locate the file of 

Lscretion of setting out 




San Francisco 
further leads 



St. Louis 
San Francisco 


JWRiklc 

(3) 










OPTIONAL. fW» NO- 19 

MAY 1 

«oi-it.• 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) C 


date: 1/10/75 


FROM 


subject: 


sa| 


MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC-M 

7/12/73 

DGP 

00; SL 


b7< 



[ 


Review of the above captioned investigation reveals 
that an admission of having set the fire was obtained from 
subject, a custodial worker at NPRC-M and that appropriate dis¬ 
cussion was held with the U. Si Attorney concerning (Obtaining 
an indictment. U. S. Attorney indicated that 


3 tea that du 
prosecution 


due to 
was 




uniiaeiy. 


Evidence obtained during the investigation was presented by 
the U. S. Attorney to a federal grand jury on 10/31/73. 

The federal grand jury failed to vote an indictment, however, 
and investigation was closed. File was reopp n a H nnnn n o nai pt 
of a portion of a military service record of| |of 

Nashville, Tennessee who referred to the fire Add A l£Ad To 
interview him was set out. A check of his military record 
showed that ha flarwad in t ha II S .Marine Corps 11/43 to 5/46 
and I I during his nerind of ser vice. 

idL I mother. I 


The* Pi via inn 1 ntorvi pw> 

I I Tennessee who expressed 

surprise that the Federal government w ould want to tal k to 

n She advised that | 


r 


land tnat ne was a constant 


;er writer and 


T She" 


said he has been in and .nut of Veterans Hospitals and 

riirran v unHor nai»fl nf I_ffnr_Vvlgh 'hi on 


was 

nnH_nroRfinr 


] American 


■ake Veterans Hospital . Tacnma 


r 




Washingt on, advised that| 

I 1 a prolific letter writer who wrote Governors, Congress¬ 

men, Law Enforcement Agencies and any other address he came in 
contact with. 


In wiew of the condition of|_|no further inquiry b7C 

is being made and this case is being closed. /n 

St. Louis ~ 



soio-io>-oa 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds 



-:il /. 


FBt — SAINT LOUiv 
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1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City* Missouri 64114 


August 17 , 1976 


b7C 


Special Agent | I of our St. Louis Office has 

advised ms that you telephoned his on Wednesday evening! 
August 11, 1076. In that conversation you advised that 
you are in e position to nans the person who "set" the 
fire at the Military Personnel Records Center in 1973. 

You also made mention of an impending fire. 

Please be advised that the Federal bureau of Invesfciga- 
tlon (FBI) has investigative jurisdiction over the matters 
to which you make reference. I strongly suggest that If 
you have any information in your possession regarding any 
form of arson, attempted arson, or any plans for such 
arson, you contact the St. Louis Office of the FBI 
imnedlately. X have notified the F BI of the substance 
of your phone call to Special Agent 

Sincerely, 


PAUL W. McELLIOTT 
Director 

Field Investigations Office 
Kansas City 

cc: 

FBI - St. Louis 




j FcJl-ST. LOU:.i, 










On August 11, 1976, 1 x „eived a telephone call at my i idence from a person 
identifying himself as 


rom McDonnell- 


Douglas Aircraft Corporation and former Civil Servant. The call was received 
at about 7:00 p.m. and lasted about 15 minutes. □ advised that he had 
received a copy of the FBI report on the 1973 fire at the Military Personnel 
Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri from some source via his rights under 


the Freedom of Information Act 




indicated that he had read the report 


and in his opininion, it was inconclusive and was an FBI "cover=up" of 
a serious attempt at Arson by political figures that wanted records of 
some unspecified nature (I think tapes were mentioned) destroyed, 
mentioned that a person named! 


also 


J(sp?) of the General Accounting Office, 


was not satisfied with the FBI investiga tion ( I think this may have come from 
the FBI report that he supposedly had). tated that he had been attempting 

to get a copy of the GSA report on the fire but did not indicate what means 

or channel he was using to get the report. I laid that he had retired from 

□ ' ' b7 

years of employment and that he had been devoting 

most of his time to "investigating" the Military Personnel Record Center fire 
since his retirement since it (the fire) was similar to one the occured at 
another Federal (I think VA was mentioned) building some years past and he 
was sure that the fires was set by the same person. He also mentioned an 
impending fire but did not specify A location. He stated that he had talked 
with GSA Special Agent! 


that 


Ihad told him to contact him when he 


aome time in the Spring of 1976 and 

had more information. 


j j felt that he now had this information and had attempted to contact 
and was furnished my name by 


at National Personnel Records Center, 
indicated that he was 


Civilian Personnel Records, St. Louis, Missouri, 
now in a position to name the person that has "set" the fire at the Military 
Personnel Records Center and that he wanted to talk to a GSA Agent about it, 
Istated that an interview would take about two (2) hours and he was agree¬ 


able to any meeting place as long as he was able to tape the interview so he 
would be correctly quoted in any report. I asked few if any questions about the 
nature of the information he could furnish. I advised him that it was not GSA 
policy to interfere in an other investigative agencies investigation or to 
question their findings. I also said that as far as I personnally was concerned 
the FBI report was the final word on the cause of the fire. I advised him that 
I would consult higher authority regarding a possible interview and return his 

call as ^ ' n as I had an opinion on the matter. 






□ 


advised me that he was staying in 


Missouri and he intended tto 


stay in the area until he heard from me. He appeared to be very knowledgeable 
of the Records Center fire was very articulate, deliberate in his speech. 

He did not sound emotional or excited. 


b7C 


Special Agent 




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131 



August 17, 1976 


Harlan C. Phillips 
Special Agent-in-Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Rm 2704, 1520 Market Street 
St* Louis, Missouri 63103 


Dear Mr* Phillips: 


Attached is a copy of a "Memorandum for R gr»mr*i» ™ 
a telephone call received bv Special Agen 


z 




ng 


I of 



1 Mi 

letter tc 



Also attached is a copy or my 


■Ln response to his telephone call* 


It would appear from the remarks made b j | that he may 

have had prior contact with your office or FBI Headquarters* 


f this referral* If 


I have advised Special Agent 

any further information is received by Special Agent| 
he will be in direct contact with your office. 


I 


b'7C 


Sincerely, 





W. McELLIOTT 


Director 

Field Investigations Office 
Kansas City 


Enclosure^ 






A- 


I vm.crr i nine 




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131 



August 30, 1976 


Harlan C. Phillips 
Special Agent-in-Charge 
Federal Burau of Investigation 
Rm 2704, 1520 Market Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63103 


Dear Mr. Phillips; 


Reference 


r 



1976, froml 


mad6— uu Uty letter dated August 17, 1976, regarding 
1 Aftachp.d is a copy of a letter dated August 22, 


If any further information is received, we will be in contact 
with your office. 


Sincerely, 



PAUL W. McELLIOTT 

Director hlC 

Field Investigations Office 
Kansas City 


Enclosure 






Keeto Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 




August 22, 1976 


Mr. Paul W. McElliott, Director 
Field Investigations Office 
General Services Administration 
1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64 II 4 


Dear Mr. McElliott: 


Reference is made to your letter of August 17 , 1976* 


In my telephone conversation with GSA Special Agent| | Au¬ 

gust 11 , 1976 . I told him that I had information relating to tne 
fire at the Military Records Center, Overland. Missouri, July 11/12, 
1973 > and that I would give him this information on condition that 
I would be permitted to record the interview from Beginning to end . 


_| said that he thought that the GSA might be unwilling to b 

conduct an interview under such conditions* He promised, however, 
that he would relay my proposed to you and that you would write me. 
Tour letter, rather than accepting my proposal , is fully devoted to 
a discussion that I had with GSA Specied Agent] May 19, 1976* 


An unsolicited inquiry which I have received from a Member of Con¬ 
gress who appears to have an interest in the matter - in addition to 
Information which he did not describe - indicates a good possibility 
that you may be called upon in the course of a Congressional hearing 
to explain why GSA is unwilling to permit the recording of an inter¬ 
view relating to the fire* 


The FBI and the Department of Justice have established a pattern of 
deceit in their investigation of the fire* I cannot understand 
GSA Y s willingne ss to beco me involved in the deceit* I have even had 
lying from your l | But perhaps deceit is being used in an 

effort to avoid Involvement in deceit* 

My offer to I I which I am certain was relayed to you, is 

hereby withdrawn. ' r 


Very truly yours 




DIRECTOR, FBI 


9/1/76 


SAC, ST. LOOTS 


(52-4856) p 


MAJOR FIRS AT VFRC-M 

7/12/73 

DGF 

OO: SL 


»r»i 


By letter dated 8/17/76, 

Field Investigations, Kansas City, Missouri, Gei 
Administration (GSA) advised that Special Agent |_ 

of .the 3SA at. Louis Office regtlysd-a telephone c< 

one! ■ , . ,, M ., ,■■■,. ■■■■■, llssourl 

on 8/11/76 concerning captioned matter in which he said he 
was in a position to name the person who "set" the fire. 



enc losed a copy of 


}r«port 


as well 


herewith. 


reply to| |xerox copies of which are enclosed 


b 


_ Indices of the St. Louis Division disc lose that 

| | Mo., has had 

voluminous oorrespoedenoe with the St. Louis Division, and 
complaints in other matters have been received by the Bureau 
T over a number of years* Specific reference is made to the fol¬ 
lowing: 


Little Rock letter to Bureau 2/5/63 (with enclosures); 


Buairtel 11/30/60 (with enclosure); and 






SL 52 - 4*56 


Report of SA l 

9/7/62, entitled "OBSIiaS _L21_ Officers _Elorissant, Missouri 

Police Department; I_,_k VICTIM; CIVIL 

RIC3MM", with which there were transmitted as enclosures 


] St. Louis, 


copies of e letterhe 
bajiikground concerning 


st 


memorandum setting out some of the 


No further action is being taken in this matter. 


b7C 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-, BA* 1 * 5 8/11/80 


FROM 


SUBJECT: MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

CONCERNING FIRE AT NATIONAL 
PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER, 
9700 PAGE, SLMO, 1973 



instant date this office was contacted by po lice off icer 

[PAGEDALE PD, tel no. 726-1200. I I advised 


f 


xnai 


AGENCY 


CONNOR DETECTIVE 


I 


r 


| received in the mail a letter ^ 

-1-;- 1 

1_ 

1TA., tel no 


The let cep — p 


on more than one occassion 
military records center in 1973. 
politics etc. 


reference-to the fire at the 
It further talked about 


Police officer 


L 


riviserf 


working tne i am - 3 
his possession, 
came to his old 
location in January 198 


at he resides at 

j tel no. I I and that he will be 

pm s hift 8/12/80, with the letter in 

that the letter 


3 


b7C 


t 


further ^d vised 

_J but moved from that 


Officer 


was advised that the FBI would recontact 


him and make arrangements to pick up the letter. 


Based on what writer heard over the telephone concerning 
the letter it could not be determined if the information 
was of any value to the FBI. 


Information purposes. 




•010*110 


Buy U.S. Savings Bands Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) (C) 


DATE: 8/18/80 


FROM 



subject: miscellaneous information 

CONCERNING FIRE AT 

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER, 

9700 PAGE, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 1973 

On 8/11/80 a letter written 1 to 

O’Conner Detective and Security was secured from| 

Pagedale PD. 

A review of the letter indicates that the author is 
mentally disturbed and no further action is recommended. 

The letter has been made a part of the 1-A section 
of the file. 





FD-159 (Rev. 2-8-78) 


Orally 


RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 


By Telephone B/24/SI _Written Communication 

(date) 


Information concerning: (Include NARCOTICS MATTERS here and in the TOTAL for *ALL MATTERS* 

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC-M 

7/12/73 

DGP 

(00: SL) 

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 52-4856—179, and 

52-4856-164 

I I On_a continuing disclosure was initiated with 


(agency) 

elusion of the investigation. 

I | from informants 

[ | from complainants or other sources 

Information furnished to: Detective 

SLPD Bomb and Arson, 
444-5367 


and will be maintained until the con- 


DSN. 


Number of items disseminated: 


Remarks: 


I_[r equested identity o f suspect in captioned matter 

as a SLP d I home was burned as result of 

arson and SLPD informant information indicates that 
individual responsible for this arson is related to 
individual responsible for records center fire in 7/73. 


t. Louis 


1 - 66-2340 
52-4856 


- £o(p 


AUG 2 41981 


FO! . ST. 1.0"* 3 






Complalru Form 

FTV71 (R^v 8-29-74) 


NOTE: Hand print names legiirty; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 
Indies*: □ Negative [V] See below 


Subject's name and aliases 



Address of subject 


Ch^acte^^ 


Complainant 



I vl^Personal [~~1 Telephonic Date 




-_2 Age 
“ a 


| ) Female 


Height 


Weight 


V ) - 

^ Scars, marks or other data 


Facts of complaint 


Birth date and Birthplace 


Complexion Social Security Number 


K n £,f n ^ W iM Z&f <-.£*. &C +," V 

'tojLjpuai vf&e tj* I 

A*r h cJ»/mv Mi Ifflx/nAne* A /*itrite-^ -*> 


/>zoC 


Wr-'zf u *r 

y«aoM» mr r f 

4«tf t 


iyftv}— fidisiseo he Jr^^kfep 

of ¥T* c ;r~ ^ evertsrrToin 

e a jfrwa> I I a? rts/fi&t a 

\f ! (l&l if (A x C fjr7?2^£> | 

G&je/Q&ntm U>&r vo*itfr 73 TZ \77+n&*&> 

LbOtl ffowj fbzs'cn/ict' C&Uf&L lth 7-/2“?3 Mur 


15 A <^tCCvVf te&se/Q&Tl (m (ss&r 

A r y^€ fo Lbojj^ ftyi^u fbisi 
of hie f i«~r. t , 


- J ujZ /h<»C 

\ /JS/>C. v^nr /if | 
IrwTe^S Ar kft cJ'M'tdlC —M 

Action Recommended I 


_ A _7 7 5 


iky re5 







CP* 6 


_ iAlilL Cj>v*JT&l~ (jMfiS. .Q*$' /j/l* ty* 

Jty? UfH^c 

HJ A (2&^*ste>Ls /utB^ewce^ J**4iSC yb ^r^T/e&y 

ib Jkr_ Lut^ A $&c&/iA£ t 

A£i/i£Q> pig „Cak/vI*~ - &b*^#t** /U^M#rr$->yy 
bte& kw /TS£mq/f Ag Sffor»€/y ^yp&rc ihTj 
Ara^s/dlv JnAihfajfb. / 


Djw&lc . jL/c&Jt' AS 

IUJ 

3)t \ AjAoJtifffftL/ J ^ } Yi 

tAUrf^KtS^ ^ 

«T P- Jlcb; 

__ . _ 

U//m. ^ " y b7C 

fr/V_ MiA**—* <JA^ -As,? *Jtc/Ln\ A ^rt&OrtJf 


y is e. ?6w %vzr 


' UC££ hrtte MJO 

^ ^ C>vc- jte^Leporh 4 | 


r 1 














REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 


5/7/82, 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


AC4'WSWARK (70-0) (C-9) 


UNSUB; 

FIRE AT ST. LOUIS ARMY 
PERSONNEL CENTER, 

ST. LOUIS, MO 
7/12/73 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
CGR 

SAC, ST. LOUIS. 


Enclosed for information and appropriate action as 
deemed necessary is a copy of a rAriwyafl at 

Newark Office from complainant, 

The Newark Division is not taking any ihvestigative 
action regarding this matter. ' 


A 



wS t. Louis (ENC. 1) 

•Newark 

G:rsb 




(SEARCHED. 

ISERIAUZEQ 


MAY 12 1982 


FBI — ST. LOUIS 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


OPTIONAL FORM NO- 10 
(REV. 7-7®) 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101 -11.6 
SOI 0-112 


* GPO; 1979 0-281-187 P.0. 4304 



